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This lesson is the second of a series of lessons from our church covenant, which reads as follows: 
 

Foreasmuch as Almighty God1, by His Grace2, has been pleased to call us out of 
darkness into His marvelous light3, and all of us have been regularly baptized4 upon 
a profession of our faith in Christ Jesus5, and have given up ourselves to the Lord6, and to 
one another in a gospel church way7, to be governed and guided by a proper discipline8, agreeable 
to the word of God9. We do therefore in the name of our Lord Jesus10, and by His assistance11, 
covenant, and agree to keep the discipline of the church we are members of11, in the most brotherly 
affection toward each other12, we endeavor particularly to observe the following rules. 
 
In brotherly love to pray for each other13, to watch over one another14, and if need be in the most 
tender and affectionate manner, to reprove one another15. 
 
We also agree, with God’s assistance to pray in our families16, attend our church meetings17, observe 
the Lord’s day and keep it holy18, and not absent ourselves from the communion of the Lord’s 
supper and feet washing without a lawful excuse19, to be ready to communicate to the defraying of 
the church’s expenses20, and for the support of the ministry21, not irregularly depart from the 
fellowship of the church22, nor to remove to distance churches without a regular dismission23. 
 
These things we do covenant and agree to observe and keep sacred24 in the name of and by 
assistance of God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit25. 

 
In the previous lesson, we learned about God’s calling and our profession. In this lesson, we will 
learn about what is meant by the phrase, “all of us have been regularly baptized”. What we are 
saying, by entering into this covenant with one another, is that all who would be members of this 
church are to first to have been baptized. 
 
Let us define the act of baptism from the Greek before we proceed. The Greek root word is 
“bapto”, meaning (Strong’s) “to whelm, that is, cover wholly with a fluid”, and translated in the King 
James Version English as “dip” or “dipped”. The Greek word “baptisma” is the noun 
transliterated as “baptism” and the Greek word “baptizo” is the verb transliterated “baptize”, 
meaning (Strong’s) “to make whelmed (that is, fully wet); used only (in the New Testament) of 
ceremonial ablution, especially (technically) of the ordinance of Christian baptism:”. Thayer’s definition 
of baptism is perhaps the most complete: “1) immersion, submersion 1a) of calamities and 
afflictions with which one is quite overwhelmed 1b) of John’s baptism, that purification rite by which 
men on confessing their sins were bound to spiritual reformation, obtained the pardon of their past sins 
and became qualified for the benefits of the Messiah’s kingdom soon to be set up. This was valid Christian 
baptism, as this was the only baptism the apostles received and it is not recorded anywhere that they were 
ever rebaptised after Pentecost. 1c) of Christian baptism; a rite of immersion in water as commanded 
by Christ, by which one after confessing his sins and professing his faith in Christ, having been born again 
by the Holy Spirit unto a new life, identifies publicly with the fellowship of Christ and the church.” 
 
To be “regularly baptized” then is to be immersed or submersed (covered or dipped) in water.  
 
Let us now look at the various requirements of baptism. Two individuals (the baptizee and the 
baptizer) and enough water to immerse the baptizee in are the three obvious physical 
requirements for baptism. Let us consider the baptism of Jesus Christ by John the Baptist. 
 

Matthew 3:13-17 13 Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be 
baptized of him. 14 But John forbad him, saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest 
thou to me? 15 And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us 
to fulfil all righteousness. (Continued)   
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(Continued) Then he suffered him. 16 And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out 
of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove, and lighting upon him: 17 And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is 
my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 

 
Jesus came to John to be baptized. He had no need for repentance from sins. It would be his 
blood shed on the cross that brought salvation for remission of sins. Yet, this example from 
Jesus in submitting to baptism is repeated in three of the four gospels. When Jesus came up 
from the water (having been immersed), the Father proclaimed him to be the Son, and the Spirit 
of God descended from heaven upon him. All three of the Godhead were present at the baptism 
of Jesus. It is these same three that are named in the baptism commanded by Jesus in his 
commission. 
 

Matthew 28:18-20 18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto 
me in heaven and in earth. 19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them to observe 
all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of 
the world. Amen. 

 
So, we have the requirements of a baptizee, a baptizer, water, and the act of baptism to 
completed in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.  
 
We learned previously that the baptizee is to openly profess that Jesus Christ is the Son of the 
Living God. We call that the good confession because, like Peter’s, it indicates that God has 
revealed that truth to the individual through his Spirit, the Holy Ghost. We also see the 
requirement for the baptizee to be discipled in the commission. These are observable actions. 
Let us consider another example of baptism from the scriptures. 
 

Acts 9:1-19 1 And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the 
Lord, went unto the high priest, 2 And desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that 
if he found any of this way, whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto 
Jerusalem. 3 And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round 
about him a light from heaven: 4 And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, 
Saul, why persecutest thou me? 5 And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus 
whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks. 6 And he trembling and 
astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and 
go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do. 7 And the men which journeyed with 
him stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no man. 8 And Saul arose from the earth; and 
when his eyes were opened, he saw no man: but they led him by the hand, and brought him into 
Damascus. 9 And he was three days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink. 10 And there was 
a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and to him said the Lord in a vision, Ananias. 
And he said, Behold, I am here, Lord. 11 And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the street 
which is called Straight, and enquire in the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, 
behold, he prayeth, 12 And hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, and putting his 
hand on him, that he might receive his sight. 13 Then Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard by 
many of this man, how much evil he hath done to thy saints at Jerusalem: 14 And here he hath 
authority from the chief priests to bind all that call on thy name. 15 But the Lord said unto him, 
Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and 
kings, and the children of Israel: 16 For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my 
name's sake. 17 And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and putting his hands on 
him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as 
thou camest, hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with 
the Holy Ghost. 18 And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he 
received sight forthwith, and arose, and was baptized. (Continued) 
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(Continued) 19 And when he had received meat, he was strengthened. Then was Saul certain 
days with the disciples which were at Damascus. 

 
Here in the example of Saul (who would become Paul) we see that calling, awareness, conviction 
of sin, and conversion precede baptism. In the case of the eunuch (reviewed in the previous 
lesson), we see that these things occurred through the means of the reading and the preaching of 
the scriptures. In the case of Saul, we see that these things came through the means of a vision of 
Jesus of both Saul and Ananias. We can say by experience that this second path to baptism is 
definitively less common than the first, but it is reinforced by the record of Peter and Cornelius 
in Acts 10. Both see visions, leading Peter to baptize the Gentile Cornelius. It is also important to 
note that the gift of the Holy Ghost is given to Saul as Ananias lays hands upon him but is 
revealed in Cornelius’ household before they are baptized by Peter.  
 

John 3:5-8 5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water 
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is 
flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be 
born again. 8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, 
but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born 
of the Spirit. 

 
The takeaway with these examples is that the individual baptizee’s and their baptizer’s 
experience leading up to baptism varies, yet the simplicity of the act of baptism remains. The 
manner in which the Spirit of God works in a man is a mystery, yet he does work, and he does 
call that man to repentance, profession, and baptism. Consider Noah and his family. 
 

Genesis 6:17-22 17 And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy 
all flesh, wherein is the breath of life, from under heaven; and every thing that is in the earth shall 
die. 18 But with thee will I establish my covenant; and thou shalt come into the ark, 
thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy sons' wives with thee. 19 And of every living 
thing of all flesh, two of every sort shalt thou bring into the ark, to keep them alive with thee; they 
shall be male and female. 20 Of fowls after their kind, and of cattle after their kind, of every 
creeping thing of the earth after his kind, two of every sort shall come unto thee, to keep them 
alive. 21 And take thou unto thee of all food that is eaten, and thou shalt gather it to thee; and it 
shall be for food for thee, and for them. 22 Thus did Noah; according to all that God 
commanded him, so did he. 

 
God covenanted with Noah. He commanded that Noah build an ark and that Noah, his family, 
and the animals, gather into the ark to be saved from the flood. Noah obeyed God and was 
saved, being in the ark until the waters receded from the earth. Noah’s actions identified him 
with God and God’s will. As the ark, flood, and obedience were for Noah, so Jesus, water, and 
baptism are for us (Christians). The actions taken in baptism identify us with Jesus Christ: his 
Sonship, his death, burial, and resurrection, our salvation in him, and our subjection to his will 
as our anointed king.  
 

1 Peter 3:18-22 18 For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he 
might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit: 
19 By which also he went and preached unto the spirits in prison; 20 Which sometime were 
disobedient, when once the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a 
preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water. 21 The like figure 
whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the 
flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ: 22 Who is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God; angels and authorities and 
powers being made subject unto him. 
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The act of baptism then, on the part of the baptizee, is an “answer of a good conscience toward 
God”. It is an act of obedience and submission to God’s will for the baptizee in Jesus Christ. It is 
not an act of obedience and submission to an individual church, nor to a denomination of 
churches, but it is an answer of the conscience to the calling of God to the individual. Therefore, 
we can surmise that a baptism preceded by profession, completed by immersion in water in the 
names of the Godhead, by a disciple of Jesus Christ, is a valid baptism and qualifies an 
individual to covenant with the church. We may also surmise from biblical example, that the 
baptizer must be, at the bare minimum, a disciple of Jesus Christ who has been given the 
authority to baptize from Jesus Christ in the commission, as Ananias was with Saul, as Philip 
was with the eunuch, as Peter, the apostles, and the disciples were with the three thousand on 
Pentecost, and so forth.  
 
It is here that we come into disagreement with our own articles of faith as currently written, 
particularly article 9: “We believe that baptism and the Lord’s supper are ordinances of the 
gospel, feet washing an example, and that true believers are the only proper subjects, and the 
only true mode of baptism is by immersion.” And also, article 11: “We believe that no minister has 
the right to administer the ordinances of the gospel, except those who have come under the 
imposition of hand by the presbytery, and is at the time, in fellowship with the church.” These two 
articles contain requirements for the baptizee and the baptizer that are not according to the 
scriptural precedent, but rather according to tradition.  
 
The issue with article 9 is the phrase “true believers”. If baptism is an “answer of a good 
conscience toward God” how then can we discern who is and who is not a “true believer” prior to 
baptism? We cannot. We can only disciple them and observe their profession of faith in Jesus 
Christ. No man can discern the conscience (the heart) of another man, except by the actions of 
that man. (Refer to Simon the sorcerer in Acts 8).  
 
The issue with article 11 is the phrase “except those who have come under the imposition of 
hand by the presbytery”. When a man is ordained as an elder or as a deacon, it is the tradition of 
our churches to gather a presbytery and for that presbytery to lay hands upon the elder or 
deacon and to pray over that person to ask for blessing on their ministry to the church. 
Scripturally we do not have this example as a qualification for the baptizer. All disciples are 
given the commission to baptize from Jesus Christ, not only elders and deacons who are 
ordained by a church.  
 

John 4:1-2 1 When therefore the Lord knew how the Pharisees had heard that Jesus made and 
baptized more disciples than John, 2 (Though Jesus himself baptized not, but his disciples,) 

 
These two articles, as they are currently written, are “safety clauses” based upon the traditions of 
our churches, not upon scriptural truth and they have, to some extent, limited both the 
numerical and the spiritual growth of the church. 
 
Finally, having addressed the act of baptism, the qualifications of the baptizee and baptizer, and 
some traditional issues associated to baptism, let us look together at the subject of rebaptism. 
Rebaptism is a long-held tradition in our churches, requiring that an individual, though having 
professed faith in Jesus Christ, though having been immersed in water by a disciple of Jesus 
Christ, in the names of the Godhead, must be baptized again in order to be qualified to covenant 
with a church.   
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This position is, once again, a “safety clause” with detrimental effects upon the growth of the 
church numerically and spiritually. It has caused more doors to be closed to fellowship than to 
be opened. In the case of our church, it is not specifically noted either in our articles of faith, nor 
in our church covenant. It is however assumed that we would comply with the tradition. The 
tradition is based upon a single scriptural reference from Acts 19.  
  

Acts 19:1-7 1 And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed 
through the upper coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples, 2 He said unto them, 
Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him, We have 
not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost. 3 And he said unto them, Unto 
what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto John's baptism. 4 Then said Paul, John 
verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that they should 
believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus. 5 When they 
heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 And when Paul had laid 
his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, 
and prophesied. 7 And all the men were about twelve. 

 
As noted in our earlier definition of baptism, Thayer’s definition states about John’s baptism 
that, “This was valid Christian baptism, as this was the only baptism the apostles received and it is not 
recorded anywhere that they were ever rebaptised after Pentecost.” We can surmise then, that the 
baptism which these twelve disciples first underwent was invalid because it was “unto John’s 
baptism” only, not referring nor directing them to “believe on” Jesus Christ, nor his Father, nor 
the Holy Ghost. It was invalid because the act of baptism only identified these disciples with 
John and not with Jesus. These disciples may have repented of their sins prior to baptism, but 
they did not profess faith in Jesus Christ as the bringer of remission of their sins. This scripture 
indicates that there are invalid baptisms, but it does not set the precedent to invalidate all 
baptisms that occurred under the authority of other churches or denominations. Therefore, we 
should not apply it in that manner, but rather question those who would desire to covenant with 
the church regarding their baptism, and willingly accept those whose baptisms are scripturally 
valid.  
 
It is difficult, even uncomfortable, or frustrating, to address our church traditions in the light of 
scripture. Yet, if we are to covenant with others as a church of Jesus Christ, we must have an 
understanding of the qualifications for covenanting, including what it means to be “regularly 
baptized” according to the simplicity of scripture, not according to our tradition (unless it aligns 
to scripture). And we must trust in God that he will preserve his people according to his will, not 
according to theirs.  
 

Colossians 2:8-15 8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after 
the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. 9 For in him 
dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. 10 And ye are complete in him, which is the 
head of all principality and power: 11 In whom also ye are circumcised with the 
circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the 
circumcision of Christ: 12 Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him 
through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead. 13 And you, 
being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together 
with him, having forgiven you all trespasses; 14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances 
that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; 15 
And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over 
them in it. 


