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We often hear “What Child Is This?” sung or played to the tune of “Greensleeves” during this 
time of the year. The lyrics, written in 1865 by English poet and songwriter William Chatterton 
Dix, direct their readers and hearers to worship Jesus Christ the King. 
 
So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh, 
Come, peasant, king, to own him. 
The King of kings salvation brings, 
Let loving hearts enthrone him. 
 
Raise, raise a song on high, 
The virgin sings her lullaby 
Joy, joy for Christ is born, 
The babe, the Son of Mary. 
 
This, this is Christ the King, 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing: 
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, 
The babe, the son of Mary. 
 
William Chatterton Dix wrote a lesser-known poem along the same theme, entitled “The Manger 
Throne”:  
 
Like silver lamps in a distant shrine, 
The stars are sparkling bright 
The bells of the city of God ring out, 
For the Son of Mary is born to-night. 
The gloom is past and the morn at last 
Is coming with orient light. 
 
Never fell melodies half so sweet 
As those which are filling the skies, 
And never a palace shone half so fair 
As the manger bed where our Saviour lies; 
No night in the year is half so dear 
As this which has ended our sighs. 
 
Now a new Power has come on the earth, 
A match for the armies of Hell: 
A Child is born who shall conquer the foe, 
And all the spirits of wickedness quell: 
For Mary’s Son is the Mighty One 
Whom the prophets of God fortell. 
 
The stars of heaven still shine as at first 
They gleamed on this wonderful night; 
The bells of the city of God peal out 
And the angels song still rings in the height; 
And love still turns where the Godhead burns 
Hid in flesh from fleshly sight. 
Faith sees no longer the stable floor, 
The pavement of sapphire is there 
The clear light of heaven streams out to the world 
And the angels of God are crowding the air, 
And heaven and earth, through the spotless birth 
Are at peace on this night so fair. 
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We will try to answer the question “What Child Is This?” by looking into the scriptural accounts 
of what happened after the manger, leading to the throne.  
 
Luke 2:21-35  
 
21a And when eight days were accomplished for the circumcising of the child,  
 

Genesis 17:9-14 9 And God said unto Abraham, Thou shalt keep my covenant therefore, 
thou, and thy seed after thee in their generations. 10 This is my covenant, which ye 
shall keep, between me and you and thy seed after thee; Every man child among you 
shall be circumcised. 11 And ye shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskin; and it shall be a 
token of the covenant betwixt me and you. 12 And he that is eight days old shall be 
circumcised among you, every man child in your generations, he that is born in the 
house, or bought with money of any stranger, which is not of thy seed. 13 He that is born in thy 
house, and he that is bought with thy money, must needs be circumcised: and my covenant 
shall be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant. 14 And the uncircumcised man child 
whose flesh of his foreskin is not circumcised, that soul shall be cut off from his people; he hath 
broken my covenant. 
 

Jesus Christ is the Son of God incarnate, meaning “invested with flesh; embodied in flesh;” and  
he was born in the flesh by Mary and the Holy Ghost under the Abrahamic covenant, which 
required that he be circumcised on the eighth day. Jesus, in his flesh, made the covenant with 
Abraham everlasting, for he remains in the flesh at the right hand of the Father today. Jesus, in 
his flesh, is the seed of Abraham, in the genealogical lineage of Abraham, and in the spiritual 
lineage of Abraham. 

 
Genesis 22:17-18 17 That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy 
seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall 
possess the gate of his enemies; 18 And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth 
be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice. 

 
As the seed of Abraham, because he is in the flesh, Jesus blesses all nations in the good news of  
the new covenant in his flesh and blood, and the promise of resurrection of the flesh from the 
dead, which he accomplished before his ascension to reign alongside his Father. 
 
21b his name was called JESUS, which was so named of the angel before he was 
conceived in the womb.  
 

Luke 1:30-33 30 And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with 
God. 31 And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his 
name JESUS. 32 He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the 
Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: 33 And he shall reign 
over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end. 

 
Jesus means “Jehovah is salvation” or “Jehovah saves”. It is the Greek word Iesous (ee-ay-
sooce') from the Hebrew root word Yehoshua (yeh-ho-shoo'-ah) translated in the Old Testament 
as “Joshua”. We can simplify it to mean “savior”. And as the angel told Mary, Jesus is the king, 
the anointed, the Christ. So when we say Jesus Christ, we are revealing two of the most 
important aspects of his nature: Savior and King.  
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22 And when the days of her purification according to the law of Moses were 
accomplished, they brought him to Jerusalem, to present him to the Lord;  
 

Leviticus 12:1-4 1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 2 Speak unto the children of 
Israel, saying, If a woman have conceived seed, and born a man child: then she shall be 
unclean seven days; according to the days of the separation for her infirmity shall she be 
unclean. 3 And in the eighth day the flesh of his foreskin shall be circumcised. 4 And 
she shall then continue in the blood of her purifying three and thirty days; she shall 
touch no hallowed thing, nor come into the sanctuary, until the days of her 
purifying be fulfilled. 

 
The days to note are, 7 (unclean birth to circumcision), 8 (circumcision), and 42 (clean). So this 
record of Joseph, Mary, and Jesus in Jerusalem must have been on or after day 42 as Mary 
could not enter the sanctuary beforehand. But more important than the timing is that Mosaic 
law (covenant) was kept by Jesus and his parents. And more important than the keeping of the 
law is that it was to be fulfilled by Jesus. 
 

Matthew 5:17-18 17 Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am 
not come to destroy, but to fulfil. 18 For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one 
jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. 

 
23 (As it is written in the law of the Lord, Every male that openeth the womb shall 
be called holy to the Lord;) 
 
Jesus is a firstborn male and, again, according to the Mosaic law, he was to be set apart (“called 
holy”) to God.  
 

Numbers 3:13 Because all the firstborn are mine; for on the day that I smote all the 
firstborn in the land of Egypt I hallowed unto me all the firstborn in Israel, both man and 
beast: mine shall they be: I am the LORD. 

 
Jesus’ being the firstborn male is critical. It is tied first, of course, to Mary’s virginity and the 
fulfillment of that prophecy, but it is also connected to Jesus as the sacrificial Lamb of God (our 
Passover lamb, 1 Corinthians 5:7), whose shed blood protects the elect from the fear of death 
and from death itself, whose shed blood fulfilled the law and eliminated the need to continue 
with animal sacrifice into eternity. And he is not only the firstborn of Mary, but “the firstborn 
among many brethren” (Romans 8:29), “the firstborn of every creature” (Colossians 1:15), “the 
firstborn from the dead” (Colossians 1:18), “that in all things he might have the preeminence” as 
our Savior and King.  
 
24 And to offer a sacrifice according to that which is said in the law of the Lord, A 
pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.  
 

Leviticus 12:6-8 6 And when the days of her purifying are fulfilled, for a son, or for a 
daughter, she shall bring a lamb of the first year for a burnt offering, and a young 
pigeon, or a turtledove, for a sin offering, unto the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation, unto the priest: 7 Who shall offer it before the LORD, and make an atonement for 
her; and she shall be cleansed from the issue of her blood. This is the law for her that hath born a 
male or a female. 8 And if she be not able to bring a lamb, then she shall bring two 
turtles, or two young pigeons; the one for the burnt offering, and the other for a sin 
offering: and the priest shall make an atonement for her, and she shall be clean. 
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Here again we see the obedience of Joseph and Mary unto the law in the animal sacrifice, but 
also the type and shadow of the animal sacrifices in the Mosaic law to be fulfilled in Jesus Christ 
for eternity. The one who necessitated these temporal sacrifices of lambs, or turtledoves, or 
pigeons because of his birth into the flesh is the one who would become the everlasting sacrifice 
through his death in his flesh, eliminating the necessity of further sacrifice and fulfilling the law. 

 
John 1:14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the 
glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 
 
Galatians 4:3-5 3 Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of 
the world: 4 But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made 
of a woman, made under the law, 5 To redeem them that were under the law, that we might 
receive the adoption of sons. 
 

The Son was sent and was made flesh. He dwelt among us. He was under the law. He showed us 
grace and truth. He redeemed us to be sons of God, his brethren, through his death, burial, 
resurrection, and reign.  
 
Let us turn now to the record of Simeon and Anna. Joseph and Mary come to the temple in 
Jerusalem to do according to the law, and they are going to encounter two persons who reveal 
unto them and those around them more about their child, Jesus. 
 
25a And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon;  
 
Luke writes, “behold”, to instruct us to pay attention. What is about to happen is no small thing. 
The Savior King, though a child, is going to enter his temple for the first time in the flesh.  
 

Malachi 3:1 Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and 
the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the 
covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts. 

 
Simeon will be ready. His name, according to Thayer’s definition, means “hearkening”. It is the 
same word translated Simon elsewhere in the scriptures. This man has been listening 
throughout his life for the word of the Lord to come unto him. He has been waiting for this 
moment where the Messiah would be revealed. 
 
25b and the same man was just and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel: 
 

Isaiah 40:1-5 1 Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. 2 Speak ye 
comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, that her 
iniquity is pardoned: for she hath received of the LORD'S hand double for all her sins. 3 The voice 
of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God. 4 Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made 
low: and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places plain: 5 And the glory of the 
LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of the LORD 
hath spoken it. 
 

Those of the Jews who were “just and devout” like Simeon, were waiting for a comforter. They 
were waiting to hear the word of the Lord from the mouth of a prophet. They were waiting to 
hear the cry “Prepare ye the way of the LORD” from the wilderness. They were waiting for “the 
glory of the LORD” to “be revealed”. And the one who they were waiting for just entered his 
temple. He would bring everlasting comfort to his people by what he would accomplish in his 
flesh and through the gift he would give upon his ascension to heaven. 
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John 14:16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may 
abide with you for ever; 

 
25c and the Holy Ghost was upon him.  
 
“Filled” him as the Holy Ghost had “filled” John the Baptist (in the womb), and his mother 
Elisabeth, and his father Zacharias. After nearly 400 years, the Father sends the Holy Ghost who 
opens the mouth of the prophets to herald in the Son. Simeon would be one of those prophets. 
 
26a And it was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he should not see death,  
 
The word of the Lord came to Simeon through the Holy Ghost. The Spirit of God had begun his 
work in the prophets once again and had made a promise to Simeon, who may or may not have 
been an aged man as is often supposed, that he would not die before he saw something amazing 
happen. Simeon knew he would die. 
 

Psalms 89:48 What man is he that liveth, and shall not see death? shall he deliver his 
soul from the hand of the grave? Selah. 
 

But Simeon, being “just and devout” as he was, also knew that death was not the end for those 
who waited upon the Lord as he had. This one whom he had hearkened after, who he waited for, 
was to be a conqueror, bringing consolation in both life and death, to his people. 

 
1 Corinthians 15:22-26 22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made 
alive. 23 But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at 
his coming. 24 Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even 
the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power. 25 For he must 
reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy that shall be destroyed 
is death. 

 
26b before he had seen the Lord's Christ. 
 
Here we will leave the lesson until next time. Simeon would soon see “the Lord’s Christ”, the 
Kurios Christos, the Supreme King, and would hold the child in his arms, and would answer the 
question still being asked today: “What Child Is This?”.  


