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Persian Rulers
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CHRONOLOGY OF EZRA-NEHEMIAH

Cyrus the Great | 539 - Return to the Land
Cambyses

515 - Temple completed

473 Esther stor

Artaxerxes 458 - 2" Return under
Ezra

444 - Nehemiah & Walls

420 432 Malachi
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		Ezra 1-6

		Cyrus the Great


Cambyses

		539 - Return to the Land



Edict to return to land


515 - Temple completed
Temple completed
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		Esther

		Xerxes

		480 - War with Greece


Esther story
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		Ezra 7-10

		Artaxerxes

		458 - 2nd Return under 


Ezra
Second return under Ezra
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		444 - Nehemiah & Walls
Nehemiah rebuilds walls


432 - Malachi
Malachi






1 | 1st Return under | Return from | The Edict of Cyrus
o | Sheshbazzar & Babylon The Exiles who returned
3 Aol el Rebuilding | Construction begun
4 of the Construction opposed
Temple :
5 Construction delayed
6 Construction completed
7 | 2nd Return under | Return from | Decree of Artaxerxes
9 Restoration | Problem of mixed
of the marriages
10 People Solution to the problem
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		The Exiles who returned
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		Rebuilding of the Temple

		Construction begun
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		Construction opposed
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		Construction delayed
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		Construction completed
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		2nd Return under Ezra

		Return from Babylon

		Decree of Artaxerxes
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		The Journey
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		Restoration of the People

		Problem of mixed marriages
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		Solution to the problem






Who was Ezra?

» Zerubbabel focused on the physical
and was instrumental in (re)building
the temple.

* Ezra focused on the spiritual and the
reestablishment of the priesthood and
the rebuilding of the people.

EZRA



Who was Ezra?
* A priest of the lineage of Aaron.

* A priest who took his job seriously.

- while in
captivity ...

* A servant who recognized God’s providence
and blessings.

* A student who understood God’s dealings
with His people - recognized to be the
author of 15t and 2" Chronicles.



Ezra 7:10

“For Ezra had set his heart to
study the law of the Lord , and to
practice it, and to teach His
statutes and ordinances in Israel.”



Ezra’s Heart Was Set

- Ready and certain. “Fixity and
stability of purpose.”

 Speaks of:
* Focus
 Consistency

* The one necessary thing.
* Weeds have been pulled.
* Not tossed to and fro.



Ezra’s Heart Was Set

* David as an example ... Psalms 57:7/;
112:6-7; 1 Chronicles 22:18-19

* Make choice: Joshua 24:15; 1 Kings 18:21
- set your course ... no longer flexible on
your mission ... firm state of resolve

EZRA
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— Restoration of the Te
(538-516 B.C.; 22 years)

= Ch. 3-6

» Ch. 7-10

= Ch.7,8

= Ch. 9,10



FOUR KINDS OF PEOPLE it takes to
accomplish God’s work

I. WE SEE IT TOOK SOME LEADERS!
( )
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FOUR KINDS OF PEOPLE it takes to
accomplish God’s work

I. WE SEE IT TOOK SOME LEADERS!
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II. WE SEE IT TOOK SOME LAYMEN! (E
)




Ezra 2:2
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Ezra 2:15
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Ezra 2:19
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FOUR KINDS OF PEOPLE it takes to
accomplish God’s work

I. WE SEE IT TOOK SOME LEADERS!
( )

II. WE SEE IT TOOK SOME LAYMEN! (E
)

III. WE SEE IT TOOK SOME OF THE LORD’S
MINISTERS! ( )
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Ezra 2:37
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Ezra 2:40
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FOUR KINDS OF PEOPLE it takes to
accomplish God’s work

I. WE SEE IT TOOK SOME LEADERS!
( )

II. WE SEE IT TOOK SOME LAYMEN! (E
)

III. WE SEE IT TOOK SOME OF THE LORD’S
MINISTERS! ( )
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