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We will continue try to answer the question “What Child Is This?” by looking into the scriptural 
accounts of what happened after the manger, leading to the throne.  
 
In the previous lesson, we read from Luke chapter 2, verses 21 to 24, about Joseph, Mary, and 
Jesus coming into the temple to keep the law regarding Jesus’ circumcision and dedication as 
the firstborn male and to sacrifice according to the law for Mary’s purification following Jesus’ 
birth. We learned:  
 

• Jesus is God incarnate (in the flesh). 
• Jesus is in both the natural and spiritual lineage of Abraham. 
• Jesus fulfilled the old covenants of works of as he ushered in the new covenant of grace. 
• Jesus’ name means “Jehovah (God) saves”. Jesus is the Savior. 
• Christ means “anointed one” and “messiah”. Jesus is the King. 
• Jesus is the firstborn: to sacrifice as our Passover lamb, of many brethren, from the dead, 

so that he might have the preeminence in all things. 
• Jesus’ sacrifice would eliminate the need for animal sacrifices under the Mosaic law. 

 
And, in verses 25 and 26 we read and learned about a “just and devout” man named Simeon, 
who was filled with the Holy Ghost, was waiting for the Kurios Christos, “the Lord’s Christ”, and 
“the consolation of Israel”, embodied in Jesus the Christ. 
 
We will pick up at verse 27 with Simeon. 
 
27a And he came by the Spirit into the temple:  
 
See verse 25. 
 

Luke 2:25c …and the Holy Ghost was upon him. 
 

Simeon’s coming into the temple is no less miraculous than Jesus being led by the Spirit into the 
wilderness (Luke 4:1), or Paul and Barnabas being sent by the Spirit on their journey (Acts 13:4), 
or the Spirit of the Lord catching Philip away after the eunuch’s baptism (Acts 8:39), among 
many other works of the Spirit among God’s people throughout the new testament scriptures. 
The Spirit leads Simeon to the temple at the very moment that Joseph and Mary enter the 
temple with the child Jesus in their arms. 
 
27b and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him after the 
custom of the law,  
 

Luke 2:22-24 22 And when the days of her purification according to the law of Moses 
were accomplished, they brought him to Jerusalem, to present him to the Lord; 23 (As it 
is written in the law of the Lord, Every male that openeth the womb shall be called holy 
to the Lord;) 24 And to offer a sacrifice according to that which is said in the law of the 
Lord, A pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons. 

 
28a Then took he him up in his arms,  
 
Simeon walks up to Joseph and Mary, stretches out his hands, and takes the Christ child into his 
arms. Consider Jesus’ parents for a moment. When we are with Jesus, we should expect the 
unexpected. We should expect miraculous moments. We should expect prophetic revelations. 
We do not know how Jesus’ parents reacted. But we know how we should react. With open arms. 
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28b and blessed God,  
 
Simeon does not pray to or offer praises to Mary or Joseph, nor to the child Jesus, but he first 
prays a prayer of thanksgiving to God the Father, for the Christ child in his arms, and for the 
fulfillment of a promise made to a people long ago. 
 

Psalms 103:17-18 17 But the mercy of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting upon them 
that fear him, and his righteousness unto children's children; 18 To such as keep his 
covenant, and to those that remember his commandments to do them. 
 
Psalms 119:166 LORD, I have hoped for thy salvation, and done thy commandments. 

 
28c-29 and said, Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to 
thy word:  
 

Luke 2:26 And it was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he should not see death, before 
he had seen the Lord's Christ. 

 
This is the moment that Simeon has been waiting for: to see God’s promise to him and to Israel 
fulfilled, and to “depart in peace” from this world, knowing that he had seen and held “the 
Lord’s Christ”. It is this moment when Simeon prophesies. 
 
30 For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,  
 
The word “salvation” is translated from the Greek soterion, meaning (from Thayer’s) “saving, 
bringing salvation” or “he who embodies this salvation, or through whom God is about to 
achieve it” or “the hope of (future) salvation”. This word is where we get the term soteriology, or 
the study of salvation. What or who is the salvation Simeon speaks of?  
 
Salvation is of God. It is “thy salvation”. It belongs to and may given by God alone.  
 

Jonah 2:9b Salvation is of the LORD. 
 
Psalms 3:8a Salvation belongeth unto the LORD:  

 
Salvation is in Jesus. His name means “Jehovah saves”.  

 
Acts 4:12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name 
under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved. 
 

Salvation is in Christ. He is the “anointed one” of God. He is the king set up by and ruling at the 
right hand of his Father. 

 
Ephesians 1:19-23 19 And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who 
believe, according to the working of his mighty power, 20 Which he wrought in Christ, when 
he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places, 
21 Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is 
named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come: 22 And hath put all things 
under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, 23 Which is his 
body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all. 
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Salvation is the source of joy. All other things pale in comparison. 
 

1 Chronicles 16:23 Sing unto the LORD, all the earth; shew forth from day to day his 
salvation. 

 
Psalms 20:5 We will rejoice in thy salvation, and in the name of our God we will set up our 
banners: the LORD fulfil all thy petitions. 

 
Psalms 21:1 The king shall joy in thy strength, O LORD; and in thy salvation how greatly 
shall he rejoice! 

 
Psalms 35:9 And my soul shall be joyful in the LORD: it shall rejoice in his 
salvation. 

 
Simeon sees God’s work of salvation to be completed in Jesus and rejoices in him, not only as 
the child in his arms, but as the child who would become the man who would die, rise, and 
reign. 
 
31 Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people;  
 

Isaiah 45:21-23 21 Tell ye, and bring them near; yea, let them take counsel together: who hath 
declared this from ancient time? who hath told it from that time? have not I the 
LORD? and there is no God else beside me; a just God and a Saviour; there is none beside me. 
22 Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and there 
is none else. 23 I have sworn by myself, the word is gone out of my mouth in righteousness, and 
shall not return, That unto me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear. 

 
Throughout the ages, from the beginning of time, God had been preparing to reveal his salvation 
not just to the nation of Israel (of which Simeon belonged), but to “all people” of the world so 
that none would be without excuse before God’s throne. 
 
32 A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.  
 

Isaiah 62:1-3 1 For Zion's sake will I not hold my peace, and for Jerusalem's sake I will not 
rest, until the righteousness thereof go forth as brightness, and the salvation thereof as a 
lamp that burneth. 2 And the Gentiles shall see thy righteousness, and all kings thy 
glory: and thou shalt be called by a new name, which the mouth of the LORD shall name. 3 Thou 
shalt also be a crown of glory in the hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand of 
thy God. 

 
The “righteousness” and “salvation” of Zion and Jerusalem is Jesus Christ. He is the “lamp that 
burneth” which “the Gentiles shall see”. He is the light. 
 

John 1:9 That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world. 
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And though he is the light to the Gentiles and the glory of Israel, he is the one who draws all men 
to him at the cross and makes all men one in the nation he established and rules over from the 
right hand of his Father under his new covenant. 
 

Galatians 3:26-29 26 For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. 27 
For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is neither 
Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all 
one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to 
the promise. 

 
33 And Joseph and his mother marvelled at those things which were spoken of 
him.  
 
Marvelous is one of Jesus’ names. All that Simeon said, or that the angels, or Zacharias, or 
Elisabeth, had prophesied up to this point revealed how marvelous Jesus was, is, and is to be. 
Simeon had waited and his prayer and prophecy of the child Jesus were something worth 
marveling upon. 
 

Isaiah 64:4 For since the beginning of the world men have not heard, nor perceived by 
the ear, neither hath the eye seen, O God, beside thee, what he hath prepared for him 
that waiteth for him. 

 
34 And Simeon blessed them, and said unto Mary his mother, Behold, this child is 
set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel; and for a sign which shall be 
spoken against;  
 

Isaiah 8:14b …but for a stone of stumbling and for a rock of offence to both the houses 
of Israel, for a gin and for a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 

 
Having finished his prayer to God, Simeon turns to Joseph and Mary. Jesus would usher in the 
fall of the false Talmudic Jewish religion of the Sadducees, Pharisees, and Herodians. Jesus 
would bring in the fall of Jerusalem in AD 70. Jesus would bring in the resurrection of the dead 
in which many would rise again. Jesus would establish his church in Israel, with its elders and 
deacons, converting priests, and even the zealot Paul, and then bring in the Gentiles through 
Peter, forming the Israel of God under the new covenant. And Jesus would be spoken against 
and sentenced to death by his own people, but would triumph over death in his resurrection, 
and establishing his power over all nations.  
 

Matthew 21:42-44 42 Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the scriptures, The stone 
which the builders rejected, the same is become the head of the corner: this is the 
Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes? 43 Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of 
God shall be taken from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof. 
44 And whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be broken: but on whomsoever it shall 
fall, it will grind him to powder. 
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35a (Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul also,)  
 
No doubt Mary, as a disciple of Jesus, would be pierced through by the sword of the Living Word 
as he spoke the words of life to her, but perhaps Simeon refers to how she was “pierced” even 
more so at the foot of the cross, where Jesus, dying, expresses his love and concern for her. 
 

John 19:25-27 25 Now there stood by the cross of Jesus his mother, and his mother's 
sister, Mary the wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus therefore saw his mother, 
and the disciple standing by, whom he loved, he saith unto his mother, Woman, behold thy 
son! 27 Then saith he to the disciple, Behold thy mother! And from that hour that disciple 
took her unto his own home. 

 
35b that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed. 
 
That is, the fall and rising again of many, would reveal in Israel who was and who was not of the 
kingdom of God, the fruitful nation, ruled by the Christ. 
 
Now, let’s turn to the last few verses of our lesson to learn of Anna. 
 
Luke 2:36-40  
 
36a And there was one Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 
Aser:  
 
We know more about Anna (“favored”) than we do about Simeon. She was known as a 
prophetess, which was a rare position for a woman under the old and new covenant. She was of 
the family of Phanuel (“face of God”) and of the tribe of Asher (“blessed or happy”) of whom 
Abraham said, “and as thy days, so shall thy strength be”. 
 
36b-37a she was of a great age, and had lived with an husband seven years from 
her virginity; 37a And she was a widow of about fourscore and four years,  
 
Anna was a widow, having been married only seven years before her husband died. It had been 
84 years since her husband died, so we can assume that Anna’s “great age” was potentially over 
100.  
 
37b which departed not from the temple, but served God with fastings and prayers 
night and day.  
 
Anna had served God in the temple, fasting and praying. Like Simeon, Anna was “just and 
devout” and also like Simeon, Anna was filled by and propelled by the Holy Ghost to the 
moment in time that Jesus and his parents entered the temple. 
 
38a And she coming in that instant gave thanks likewise unto the Lord,  
 
As Simeon had come “by the Spirit into the temple” and “blessed God”, so Anna, being in the 
temple already, came “in that instant” as witness to and confirmation of the prophecy of Simeon, 
praying a prayer of thanks to God for the child and prophesying of Jesus as redeemer. 
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38b and spake of him to all them that looked for redemption in Jerusalem.  
 
Anna did not speak of Jesus to everyone, but to those who were seeking “redemption in 
Jerusalem”, that is who were “waiting for the consolation of Israel”. 
 

1 Corinthians 1:27-31 27 But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the 
wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which 
are mighty; 28 And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, 
yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: 29 That no flesh should 
glory in his presence. 30 But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us 
wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: 31 That, according as 
it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord. 

 
39 And when they had performed all things according to the law of the Lord, they 
returned into Galilee, to their own city Nazareth. 40 And the child grew, and 
waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: and the grace of God was upon him. 
 


