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Canons of Dort 
(THE DECISION OF THE SYNOD OF DORT 

ON THE FIVE MAIN POINTS OF DOCTRINE IN 
DISPUTE IN THE NETHERLANDS) 

 The First Main Point of Doctrine 

Divine Election and Reprobation 

The Judgment concerning Divine Predestination Which the Synod Declares to Be in Agreement with the Word 
of God and Accepted till Now in the Reformed Churches, Set Forth in Several Articles 

Article 1: God’s Right to Condemn All People 

Since all people have sinned in Adam and have come under the sentence of the curse and eternal death, God 
would have done no one an injustice if it had been his will to leave the entire human race in sin and under the 
curse, and to condemn them on account of their sin. As the apostle says: “The whole world is liable to the 
condemnation of God” (Rom. 3:19 ), “All have sinned and are deprived of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23 ), 
and “The wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23 ). 

Article 2: The Manifestation of God’s Love 

But this is how God showed his love: he sent his only begotten Son into the world, so that whoever believes in 
him should not perish but have eternal life (1 John 4:9 ; John 3:16 ). 

Article 3: The Preaching of the Gospel 

In order that people may be brought to faith, God mercifully sends proclaimers of this very joyful message to 
the people he wishes and at the time he wishes. By this ministry people are called to repentance and faith in 
Christ crucified. For “how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear 
without someone preaching? And how shall they preach unless they have been sent?” (Rom. 10:14–15 ). 

Article 4: A Twofold Response to the Gospel 

God’s anger remains on those who do not believe this gospel. But those who do receive it and embrace 
Jesus the Savior with a true and living faith are delivered through him from God’s anger and from 
destruction, and receive the gift of eternal life. 


