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Joshua 24:14-15 14 Now therefore fear the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in 
truth: and put away the gods which your fathers served on the other side of the 
flood, and in Egypt; and serve ye the LORD. 15 And if it seem evil unto you to serve 
the LORD, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your 
fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, 
in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD. 
 
Joshua spoke these as some of his last words to Israel after they had wandered with Moses in the 
desert for 40 years and had crossed the Jordan to take possession of the land that God had 
promised unto Abraham. He was “old and stricken with age” and would soon die at 110 years 
old. But, before he spoke these words, he reminded Israel of their history. 
 

Joshua 23:3-11 3 And ye have seen all that the LORD your God hath done unto all these 
nations because of you; for the LORD your God is he that hath fought for you. 4 Behold, I 
have divided unto you by lot these nations that remain, to be an inheritance for your tribes, from 
Jordan, with all the nations that I have cut off, even unto the great sea westward. 5 And the 
LORD your God, he shall expel them from before you, and drive them from out of 
your sight; and ye shall possess their land, as the LORD your God hath promised unto you. 
6 Be ye therefore very courageous to keep and to do all that is written in the book of the law of 
Moses, that ye turn not aside therefrom to the right hand or to the left; 7 That ye come not among 
these nations, these that remain among you; neither make mention of the name of their gods, nor 
cause to swear by them, neither serve them, nor bow yourselves unto them: 8 But cleave unto 
the LORD your God, as ye have done unto this day. 9 For the LORD hath driven out from 
before you great nations and strong: but as for you, no man hath been able to stand before 
you unto this day. 10 One man of you shall chase a thousand: for the LORD your God, he it is 
that fighteth for you, as he hath promised you. 11 Take good heed therefore unto yourselves, 
that ye love the LORD your God. 

 
Joshua 24:2-13 2 And Joshua said unto all the people, Thus saith the LORD God of 
Israel, Your fathers dwelt on the other side of the flood in old time, even Terah, the father of 
Abraham, and the father of Nachor: and they served other gods. 3 And I took your father 
Abraham from the other side of the flood, and led him throughout all the land of Canaan, and 
multiplied his seed, and gave him Isaac. 4 And I gave unto Isaac Jacob and Esau: and I gave 
unto Esau mount Seir, to possess it; but Jacob and his children went down into Egypt. 5 I sent 
Moses also and Aaron, and I plagued Egypt, according to that which I did among them: and 
afterward I brought you out. 6 And I brought your fathers out of Egypt: and ye came unto 
the sea; and the Egyptians pursued after your fathers with chariots and horsemen unto the Red 
sea. 7 And when they cried unto the LORD, he put darkness between you and the Egyptians, 
and brought the sea upon them, and covered them; and your eyes have seen what I have 
done in Egypt: and ye dwelt in the wilderness a long season. 8 And I brought you into the land 
of the Amorites, which dwelt on the other side Jordan; and they fought with you: and I gave 
them into your hand, that ye might possess their land; and I destroyed them from before you. 
9 Then Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab, arose and warred against Israel, and sent and 
called Balaam the son of Beor to curse you: 10 But I would not hearken unto Balaam; 
therefore he blessed you still: so I delivered you out of his hand. 11 And ye went over 
Jordan, and came unto Jericho: and the men of Jericho fought against you, the Amorites, and the 
Perizzites, and the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Girgashites, the Hivites, and the 
Jebusites; and I delivered them into your hand. 12 And I sent the hornet before you, 
which drave them out from before you, even the two kings of the Amorites; but not with thy 
sword, nor with thy bow. 13 And I have given you a land for which ye did not labour, and cities 
which ye built not, and ye dwell in them; of the vineyards and oliveyards which ye planted not do 
ye eat. 

 
We have come to that time of the year when we form resolutions for the year to come. 
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Resolution (Webster’s 1828): Fixed purpose or determination of mind; as a resolution to reform our 
lives; a resolution to undertake an expedition. The effect of fixed purpose; firmness, steadiness or 
constancy in execution, implying courage. 
 
But resolutions, no matter how seemingly reformative, how purposeful, how firm, steady, or 
constant are of no value if undertaken without regard to history. We must look back to move 
forward. We must know and understand where we have been before we can know and 
understand where we are going. As Christians, we must, like Joshua and Israel, recognize and 
honor the sovereign work of God in our shared providential history. Having considered where 
we stand in His story, let us then resolve to follow Joshua’s commands into the new year. 
 
Fear the LORD 
 
Fear (Strong’s): yârê' A primitive root; to fear; morally to revere; causatively to frighten: - affright, be 
(make) afraid, dread (-ful), (put in) fear (-ful, -fully, -ing). (be had in) reverence (-end), X see, terrible 
(act, -ness, thing). (Webster’s 1828): To reverence; to have a reverential awe; to venerate. 
 
For Christians, to fear God is to revere God, to be in awe of God, to venerate God. For pagans, to 
fear God is to be afraid of God, to dread God, to see the terribleness of God. Pagans’ fear of God 
is often a result of Christians’ fear of God. Therefore, fear of God is the first of Joshua’s 
commands and the first of our resolutions. 
 

Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, 
and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man. 14 For God 
shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or 
whether it be evil. 
 

Whether Christian or pagan, the duty of all men is to “Fear God, and keep his commandments”. 
The law of God applies to all mankind. The fear of God in the heart of mankind, whether filial or 
servile, whether Christian or pagan, is demonstrated through the keeping of God’s 
commandments. God’s commandments are embedded in the consciences of all mankind and 
revealed in the scriptures to us, Christians, God’s elect people, just as they were to Israel in the 
book of the law. This command, given by Joshua and reinforced and expounded upon by 
Solomon, continues to apply to us as citizens in the kingdom of God and to those who dwell with 
us on earth under the rule of our king, Jesus Christ. 

 
Revelation 14:6-7 6 And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the 
everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and 
kindred, and tongue, and people, 7 Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; 
for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and 
earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters. 

 
The gospel of Jesus Christ frees the Christian to fear and glorify God, and constrains the pagan 
to fear God and glorify Him in “the hour of his judgment”. The gospel, like the law, is for all 
mankind. It is freeing and it is constraining. It is revealed in scripture and in the conversation  
and good works (behavior, deportment, morality (Webster’s 1828))of Christians. 
 

1 Peter 2:12 Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak 
against you as evildoers, they may by your good works, which they shall behold, glorify 
God in the day of visitation. 

 
Let us then make this first resolution: To fear God in thought, word, and deed. 
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The deeds that we as Christians do, our “conversation honest” and our “good works” as Peter 
describes, are the produce of the fear of God (reverence, awe, veneration (Webster’s 1828)) 
applied in all areas of our lives. It is the fear of God that leads us to desire to serve God. 
 
Serve him in sincerity and in truth 
 
Sincerity: (Strong’s) tâmı̂ym entire (literally, figuratively or morally); also (as noun) integrity, truth: - 
without blemish, complete, full, perfect, sincerely (-ity), sound, without spot, undefiled, upright (-ly), 
whole. (Webster’s 1828) Honesty of mind or intention; freedom from simulation or hypocrisy. Freedom 
from hypocrisy, disguise or false pretense; 
 
Truth: (Strong’s) 'emeth stability; figuratively certainty, truth, trustworthiness: - assured (-ly), 
establishment, faithful, right, sure, true (-ly, -th), verity. (Webster’s 1828) Conformity to fact or reality; 
exact accordance with that which is, or has been, or shall be. Conformity of words to thoughts. Veracity; 
purity from falsehood; practice of speaking truth; habitual disposition to speak truth; Fidelity; constancy. 
Honesty; virtue. Exactness; conformity to rule. 
 
All our Christian life is to be service to God in honesty and conformity. Conformity to what? 
 

Romans 8:28-29 28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love 
God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. 29 For whom he did foreknow, he also 
did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn 
among many brethren. 
 

We (the called, foreknown, predestinated) are being conformed to the image of Jesus Christ in 
“all things” by the work of the Holy Ghost. Our ability to serve God originates with God. He 
prepares us to serve him honestly and conformity.  

 
Colossians 3:17 17 And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him. 

 
Conformity to the image of Jesus Christ produces a transformed mind that is contrary to the 
pagan world. 
 

Romans 12:2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will 
of God. 

 
The transformed mind enables us to perceive God’s will for our service to him. 
 
 (All the pagan life, whether acknowledged or not, is also in service to God.  
 
Proverbs 16:4 The LORD hath made all things for himself: yea, even the wicked for the day of 
evil.) 
 
Let us then make this second resolution: To serve God in honesty and conformity to his will. 
(Joshua emphasized this command and his resolution by repeating it three times in the 
passage). 
 
The fear of God and resultant service to God necessitate that we fear and serve no other gods. 
This leads us to Joshua’s next command and our next resolution. 
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Put away the gods 
 
Put away: (Strong’s) sûr to turn off (literally or figuratively): - be [-head], bring, call back, decline, 
depart, eschew, get [you], go (aside), X grievous, lay away (by), leave undone, be past, pluck away, put 
(away, down), rebel, remove (to and fro), revolt, X be sour, take (away, off), turn (aside, away, in), 
withdraw, be without. 
 

Exodus 20:3-6 3 Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 4 Thou shalt not make unto 
thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth 
beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: 5 Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, 
nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers 
upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me; 6 And shewing 
mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments. 

 
1 Corinthians 10:14 Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry. 

 
The pagan society is filled with “little g gods”. They are constantly set before us. When we fear or 
serve those gods, we are placing them before the one true God, Jehovah, and his son, Jesus 
Christ, and grieving his Spirit, the Holy Ghost. We must turn away from fear or service to those 
gods (“be not conformed”) when we are faced with them, and turn toward fear and service to 
God (“be ye transformed”). 
 

1 Timothy 6:11 But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after 
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness. 

 
Let us then make this third resolution: To put away (no longer fear or serve, to flee) the gods 
(idols) and to fear and serve (to follow after) God only.  
 
Choose you this day whom ye will serve 
 
This day: (Strong’s) yôm a day (as the warm hours), whether literally (from sunrise to sunset, or from 
one sunset to the next), or figuratively (a space of time defined by an associated term), (often used 
adverbially): - age, + always, + chronicles, continually (-ance), daily, ([birth-], each, to) day, (now a, two) 
days (agone), + elder, X end, + evening, + (for) ever (-lasting, -more), X full, life, as (so) long as (. . . live), 
(even) now, + old, + outlived, + perpetually, presently, + remaineth, X required, season, X since, space, 
then, (process of) time, + as at other times, + in trouble, weather, (as) when, (a, the, within a) while (that), 
X whole (+ age), (full) year (-ly), + younger. 
 
If we are to keep our resolutions to fear, to serve, and to turn away from idols and toward God, 
what we do on January 1st should be what we do every day from January 1st through December 
31st. Resolutions that are not kept and renewed daily are worthless to man and to God. 
 
Let us then make this fourth resolution with Joshua: “As for me and my house, we will serve the 
LORD” daily.  
 
Resolved this year and the years to come: 

1. I will fear God. 
2. I will serve God in sincerity and truth. 
3. I will fear and serve God only. 
4. I will renew my resolutions daily. 


