
The Doctrine of Interposition - John 11:49-52 12-26-21
There is a doctrine that I have been wanting to preach on for awhile now, but hadn’t 

followed through with it. But now is a great time for it since we see the supreme example of it 
spoken about here at the end of this chapter. It is the doctrine of interposition. We have seen this 
recently in John 7 and John 9, which I will mention later, but this is a very important doctrine for 
us today. This doctrine is all throughout the Bible and it has been practiced at many times in 
church history and history just in general itself. So in order to expound upon this doctrine clearly 
this will be our road map for today. We will 1) define the term and make a connection to a 
specific category of interposition. Then we will 2) look at the supreme example of interposition. 
Then 3) we will look at some examples in Scripture and in history. Then lastly we will 4) look at 
us as it pertains to the need for this today. 

So what does it mean to interpose? To interpose means to place between, to stand in the 
gap, to risk wellbeing for the sake of justice on behalf of those in need. Interposition is a 
synonymous term with mediation, to be a mediator. There are a number of ways this is done, 
which all involve either speaking up or acting on behalf of. The doctrine of interposition is the 
foundation or core of what is known as the doctrine of the lesser magistrates. That doctrine is a 
specific category of interposition. That doctrine speaks to situations where there are lesser 
authorities that stand up against the unjust laws or actions of a higher greater authority. This can 
be with a governor to a president, a cop to a sheriff, a school teacher to a principal, or a pastor to 
any civil authority. This doctrine is necessary when the laws and actions of man go against the 
law and way of God. This is to stand in the gap for what is right and God is the one who defines 
what is right, so true biblical interposition acted out in the world is according to the standard of 
God and His Word. He is the ultimate authority in every situation, so when man rules in an 
unjust way then it is the duty of the Christian to disobey that authority. At the base of that is 
interposition. We have a higher authority, God. He is the one who defines what is good, right, 
just, and true. Given that, there are many times where interposition is necessary. It goes 
anywhere from a child standing up to a bully on behalf of another child. Or it can be a defense 
attorney standing up for the innocent who is wrongly accused. Or it can be warning someone that 
if they get in that car drunk then there will be consequences to their actions.  

But there is a supreme example of this in history when it was the most necessary. Do you 
know this supreme example? It was the interposition of Jesus. Man’s plight before a holy God 
was hopeless when sin ruined all of humanity. Yet God enacted His plan of this future 
interposition right away when He provided clothing for Adam and Eve and gave the first 
proclamation of the gospel of Christ and Him crucified in talking about the offspring of the 
woman bruising the head of the serpent’s offspring in Genesis 3. This is the greatest picture of 
interposition out of the greatest need for interposition. This is the type of interposition that ought 
to be set apart from any other human interposition ever brought up otherwise we can redefine the 
gospel. He was the God-man, so no one can ever do that type of interposition, because it required 
a sinless nature and a sinless life. This is the specific interposition that stands in the gap for sin, 
that places itself in between sinful man and his sin and the holy God and His justice. We must 
recognize how that type of interposition is very different from any human interposition. We must 
recognize that Jesus’s interposition is in a whole other category, because when we get to us later 
in how this applies to us, if we don’t recognize this now, then we can fly off into another religion 
that elevates the goodness of man, which many have done. This is where many create another 



Jesus who is our moral example to follow the best we can and by our goodness we enter into 
heaven. Many think their good deeds will outweigh their bad, so the focus of life must be on 
trying to pay it forward. Much of this today is in the name of social justice, which is based on a 
unbiblical and humanistic idea of love and justice. Any true interposition must flow from the 
supreme example Jesus whether it is allowed by God to happen within the general world or 
mostly when it exists and comes from the new heart recreated in Christ as we are being 
sanctified. With that, any true human example of interposition is to display the reality of this 
supreme example of the interposition of Jesus in His life, death, and resurrection. Though Jesus 
is the second person of the self-existent Triune God who has no beginning and no end, He still 
took on human flesh to be a real human and to risk His wellbeing for the sake of justice on behalf 
of those in need. His wellbeing was constantly at risk and we all know that His wellbeing as a 
human ultimately gave way, because He had to die in the place of the sinner. The costliness of 
this interposition was great. But, again, that’s one tremendous piece as to why this is the supreme 
example of interposition. Jesus could do what no other could do. This is the God-man 
interposition. 

We hear it here in the prophecy of Caiaphas. “49 But one of them, Caiaphas, who was 
high priest that year, said to them, “You know nothing at all. 50 Nor do you understand that it is 
better for you that one man should die for the people. Not that the whole nation should perish.” 
51 He did not say this of his own accord, but being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus 
would die for the nation, 52 and not for the nation only, but also to gather into one the children of 
God who are scattered abroad.” God, through Caiaphas, describes how Jesus will interpose for 
God’s elect in dying for them and in gathering them in to be one people. Interposition was the 
will of God for Jesus and the desire of Jesus Himself to offer Himself up as the Savior of His 
people, the Lamb of God for their sin. So interposition gives us a picture of the heart of the 
gospel. Then out of that understanding of the true gospel we can then look at examples of human 
interposition. These are examples of interposition that are either ordained by God in unbelievers 
or are an outflow of the new life in believers. 

Given this supreme example let us now look at some examples of human interposition in 
Scripture and history. Back in John 7 we see a couple examples of interposition. In John 7:32 it 
says, “The Pharisees heard the crowd muttering these things about him, and the chief priests and 
Pharisees sent officers to arrest him.” Then verse 45 says, “The officers then came to the chief 
priests and Pharisees, who said to them, ‘Why did you not bring him?’ The officers answered, 
“No one ever spoke like this man!” This necessarily wasn’t an intentional interposition on the 
officers part, but they were compelled by reason really unknown to them that they couldn’t arrest 
Jesus, even when they were unbelievers. They knew that it wouldn’t be right. This is like some 
cops not obeying the sheriff when they know that what they’re asked to do is unjust. Or it is like 
many sheriffs disobeying the commands of governors about enforcing mask mandates and 
lockdown restrictions. There were even specific situations where governors said that they had the 
right to break up holiday parties in 2020 if there were too many people gathered in one place. 
Many lesser magistrates, sheriffs, thankfully interposed on behalf of people by recognizing that 
they could not obey such an unjust command. 

We also see another example of human interposition in John 7 where Nicodemus stepped 
in to hold the other chief priests and Pharisees to God’s law. John 7:50-52 says, “Nicodemus, 
who had gone to him before, and who was one of them, said to them, ‘Does our law judge a man 



without first giving him a hearing and learning what he does?’ They replied, ‘Are you from 
Galilee too?’” Here, Nicodemus steps in the gap to hold his fellow leaders to God’s law. They are 
supposed to follow God’s law. In fact, they claim they do and are righteous in their following of 
it. But Nicodemus points out their hypocrisy. They want to arrest Jesus without a fair trial. Every 
judicial process ought to be in line with God’s law. If it is not then it is, in essence, unjust and 
liable to judge and decide with partiality. This is what Nicodemus is interposing for and he may 
or may not be a believer yet. 

Further in John 9 there is an example of interposition and an example of failing to 
interpose. After Jesus had given sight to the blind man the blind man interposed for Jesus when 
the leaders were looking for Jesus to arrest Him. The blind man validates the work of Jesus in 
healing Him. He is not afraid to confess this truth even though he doesn’t fully know who Jesus 
is. But unlike this blind man there were people who failed to interpose. They were his parents. 
His parents didn’t want to step into the fray, because the cost was too much for them. They 
would be kicked out of the synagogue and be an outcast in society. They gave an excuse that did 
make sense, but they still failed to step in on behalf of their son for his good. This element 
reminds us of the costliness of interposition. All true interposition is costly though there are 
various degrees of cost. 

This doctrine of interposition could be seen in so many other places in Scripture, but I 
will mention three more. In Ezekiel 33:1-6 we read, “The word of the LORD came to me: ‘Son 
of man, speak to your people and say to them, If I bring the sword upon a land, and the people of 
the land take a man from among them, and make him their watchman, and if he sees the sword 
coming upon the land and blows the trumpet and warns the people, then if anyone who hears the 
sound of the trumpet does not take warning, and the sword comes and takes him away, his blood 
shall be upon his own head. He heard the sound of the trumpet and did not take warning; his 
blood shall be upon himself. But if he had taken warning, he would have saved his life. But if the 
watchman sees the sword coming and does not blow the trumpet, so that the people are not 
warned, and the sword comes and takes any one of them, that person is taken away in his 
iniquity, but his blood I will require at the watchman’s hand.” This is an important example of 
interposition for many reasons. For one, this person that is acknowledged as a watchman among 
the people of God is to stand in the gap for the people to watch over them, protect them. Then 
two, he is to understand the times and be able to recognize the coming judgment of God on the 
people if there is any judgment from God coming. Then three, he has a duty to warn the people. 
If he does and the people don’t listen then he is relieved of his responsibility that he has over 
them, but if he does not warn them then he will be held responsible for what happens to the 
people. Then four, this does not take away the responsibility of the people. They are to listen to 
the warning of their watchman when he warns them of the coming judgment. Much of this 
applies today. Many are not recognizing the judgment of God. Many are not sounding the 
trumpet. And if there are some who do sound the trumpet, which thankfully there are some, 
many people though are not listening. 

I’ll mention two more verses that display this truth of and need for interposition, but there 
are many more examples to study. Again in Ezekiel in 22:30 we read, “And I sought for a man 
among them who should build up the wall and stand in the breach before me for the land, that I 
should not destroy it, but I found none.” This is much like Jeremiah 5 that has a number of pieces 
to it that we ought to reflect on. Then in Psalm 106:23 we are reminded of how Moses interposed 



for the people when the Psalmist says, “Therefore he said he would destroy them — had not 
Moses, his chosen one, stood in the breach before him, to turn away his wrath from destroying 
them.”

Now, let us look at a couple of examples of this that happened in history… 
[Book - 1/2 page worth] 
Hopefully as we’ve looked at this doctrine of interposition you’ve begun to recognize 

some areas where it is needed today. So as wind down today we ought to solidify this more in 
seeing specific needs for interposition today. 

In the general society, who is in need the most? Who is defenseless and helpless? It is the 
many, many babies who reside in the womb no matter the stage of pregnancy from conception to 
birth that are aborted every year. The church needs to do everything they can to completely stop 
this great evil of our day in abortion. When there is another life within another it is not about 
bodily autonomy, but under the wicked blindness of sin many run to that claim. It is their body, 
so they should be able to do what they want, they say. This is all the while claiming that it is not 
a human within them. But they know full well it is. Everyone does. So Christians must stand in 
the gap for these defenseless image bearers of God in the womb. We must seek justice for them 
and that calls for God’s law and God’s gospel to go hand in hand in that effort to sound the 
trumpet on that issue. There are many today, because of a greater understanding of this particular 
doctrine, that are fighting for these babies. Many more need to join in. Many more churches 
should have this as a main ministry of their church and I hope and pray that you will get on board 
with this as we step out more and more in this fight. This ought to be a desire and an action of 
God’s people. But this will be costly given the push and influence of our world. Do we love our 
neighbor? This includes these babies. If we fall back in silence and inactivity on this issue then 
we need to read Ezekiel 33 again and repent of what we’ve done. 

The next need I’ll mention is for others who are largely defenseless. This is the area of 
education and the absolute corruption that is increasing within these systems. In this area there 
are many ways to interpose. If we have children within the governmental school system then we 
either need to pull them out and find a way to homeschool them, which is an act of interposition 
or we need to keep up on what they are being taught and if there is anything that encourages any 
anti-Christian ideologies or practices then we must say something. It is our right to know what is 
being taught and it is our duty to say something. If we don’t have kids in school then we ought to 
think about going to school board meetings. Or we ought to think about getting to know teachers 
and other administrators. We ought to stand in the gap and fight for what is good, right, and true 
in the world. The educational system has been the main conduit through which many anti-
Christian ideologies have taken root within our nation. This has been the case for decades. We 
need a resurgence of Christian influence within existing systems and we need new institutions to 
start. That is interposition. 

One other need for interposition in the public square that I’ll mention has to do with civil 
government. According to God civil governments have a limited purpose. Romans 13 makes this 
clear by saying, “For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear 
of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, for he is 
God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in 
vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer.” 
First of all, God has instituted four main governments for our own good and for the structure of 



life in society. They are self government, home government, church government, and civil 
government. Each one has its own sphere of authority. When one overreaches into the other with 
an authority that has not been given to them then interposition is needed. This would call for 
speaking, warning and for action in a godly manner, which includes civil disobedience. God is 
the one who defines what is good and bad, what is just and unjust. Each authority is obligated to 
obey God no matter who they are. And this is their limited purpose, to carry out what is good and 
to punish what is not. So when anyone is up against unjust rule, then we are to obey God rather 
than man. I’ll mention two areas in which this applies to interposition. 

I recently heard an interview where a godly pastor and apologist said this, “These are pre-
political realities. The State does not exist to redefine marriage, redefine human identity, redefine 
human sexuality, and so on. The State exists to recognize and protect those things which are 
created realities which are ordained by God.” I did a brief article expanding on this thought that 
you ought to listen to on our website. But this is foundational to get. Marriage, human identity, 
human sexuality, race, justice, and similar things originate with God. He is the one who has 
created them and He is the one who defines them. And this has been the case before anyone was 
ever created or any society was ever formed. So the government’s overreach regarding these 
issues is a reason for why interposition is needed. Christian resistance needs to happen and 
Christian’s need to be the prophetic voice of God in the world where we have a duty to confront 
the evils of the world and call them to repentance and faith and to obedience thereafter. 

Also in the midst of covid we have had so many different restrictions. Many restrictions 
were placed on the church by the government not too long ago. Thankfully, in coming to 
understand this doctrine of interposition, there have been pastors who have not followed the 
unjust mandates where the government overreaches into a sphere of government that they have 
no authority in. It is in this area of the church that many must start to understand what is going 
on. We must understand Romans 13 biblically. We must recognize the disobedience to the 
Constitution, which is the highest human authority of our land that is just, and ultimately to God 
that is happening in cases like this. And we must understand and implement interposition. 
Ezekiel 33 again applies to this. This overreach will continue as long as the following of Christ 
does not happen within all of life. That is the problem and that is what’s allowed these 
overreaches to happen. Interposition is to stand in the gap and stand up for what is right 
according to the will of God, not the will of man. 

So as we come into a new year let us be more firmly rooted in the things of God, so that 
we can honor God and live as citizens of His kingdom. If we have been saved then that 
citizenship will show itself in how we live. Biblical interposition practiced is one way by which 
Jesus increases the quality of His government and peace in our lives as He is King over His 
kingdom. With new hearts, all of these human interpositions that are needed will flow out of the 
supreme example of interposition, which was the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus for us. 
And that’s the heart of the message that we are to bring to the world as we live in the world 
facing all the issues of life that ought to drive us to that message. The gospel is not proclaimed in 
a vacuum, unrelated to life issues and this doctrine shows how true that is. 


