
“WE ARE AT WAR: IN IT TO WIN IT!”  
JAMES 3:13-5:20 

PART 1:  “PREPPING THE BATTLEFIELD” 
I. THIS HARD-FOUGHT, HIGH-STAKES WAR IS 

FOUGHT ON THE BATTLEFIELD OF THE MIND, 
HEART AND SOUL 

 A.  The key to understanding the adversary is his  
  strategy and tactics:  lies, deception, temptation 
  and intimidation      James 3:11-16 
  1.  He takes advantage of our human weakness: 
   a.  Life actions are based on what we believe is 
    true.  If we believe the truth, righteousness 
    happens and we are at peace with God.  If 
    we believe lies, sin and transgression  
    happens and we are at odds with God.  We 
    do not use discernment with information 
    since we do not fill our mind, heart and  
    soul with Biblical absolute truth but with 
    cultural, relative truth 
   b.  Deception works because we do not think 
    eternally but temporally.  We seek things 
    that will aid our security now, not what is 
    the best for us eternally.  We compromise 
    our liberty for security.  We will trust or 
    put  our faith in what makes us feel secure. 
   c.  Temptation works for we are curious, lusty, 
    needy, greedy, hungry souls.  Such   
    appetites are never satisfied.  We have a 
    need to be satiated immediately...again! 
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   d.  Intimidation works because we are   
    inwardly fearful of anything that could  
    harm our lives or threaten our well being 
    or that which belongs to our stewardship 
   e.  He does not make us do anything.  We do 
    what we want to do.  He merely makes  
    suggestions to the possibilities and   
    encourages us to act on our desire. 
  2.  He does not work alone but with principalities 
   and their hierarchy.  Principalities have been 
   assigned geographical regions and the people 
   who occupy those spaces.  They have command 
   of a number of powers in their hierarchy.  They 
   function off the obedience or submission of the 
   people of that region. 
  3.  The principalities and powers then work with 
   those people who willingly submit to the  
   methodology and thought communicated to 
   them by those powers.  The people with whom 
   they work gain spiritual power to use the tools 
   of the adversary in achieving perceived   
   domination of the weaker and control of all  
   resources.  It is influence before “possession”.  
   But not all will go to “possession”.  Most people 
   will not be aware of the presence of spiritual 
   powers in their lives until they are dominated.  
 B.  What we are facing today 
 
 C.  Overcoming:  James 3:17-18  peace, mercy, purity 
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