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THE PRIVATE YEARS
L u k e  2 : 2 1 - 5 2
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A. HIS IDENTIFICATION
( v . 2 1 )

2

Gen.17:9-14 - “And God said unto Abraham, ‘Thou shalt keep My 
covenant therefore, thou, and thy seed after thee in their generations. 

This is My covenant, which ye shall keep, between Me and you and thy 
seed after thee; Every male child among you shall be circumcised. And 
ye shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskin; and it shall be a token of 
the covenant between Me and you. And he that is eight days old shall 
be circumcised among you, every male child in your generations, he 

that is born in the house, or bought with money of any stranger, which 
is not of thy seed. He that is born in thy house, and he that is bought 

with thy money, must needs be circumcised: and My covenant shall be 
in your flesh for an everlasting covenant. And the uncircumcised male 
child whose flesh of his foreskin is not circumcised, that soul shall be 

cut off from his people; he hath broken My covenant.’”
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Lev.12:1-3 - “And the Lord spake unto Moses, 
saying, ‘Speak unto the children of Israel,’ 

saying, ‘If a woman have conceived seed, and 
born a male child: then she shall be unclean 

seven days; according to the days of the 
separation for her infirmity shall she be 

unclean. And in the eighth day the flesh of his 
foreskin shall be circumcised.’”
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Gal.4:4 - “But, when the fullness 
of time was come, God sent forth 
His Son, made of a woman, made 

under the law.”
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B. HIS PRESENTATION
( v s . 2 2 - 2 4 ,  3 9 - 4 0 )
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“In the case of a firstborn son, the 
parents were to present him to the 
Lord (Exod.13:2, 12; Num.18:16; cf. 
1 Sam.1:24-28). The parents would 
normally redeem the son (buy him 
back from the Lord) by paying five 

shekels for him (Num.18:16).”

T h o m a s  C o n s t a b l e

7

“It could be paid to a priest 
anywhere...The facts that the scene 

of the present incident is the temple, 
no ransom price is mentioned, and 
the child is present, show that Jesus 

is not here being redeemed but 
consecrated to the Lord.”

I .  H o w a r d  M a r s h a l l

8

C. HIS SUBMISSION
( v s . 4 1 - 5 2 )
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“His obedience to the fifth 
commandment was an 

essential part of the perfect 
legal obedience He rendered 
on our behalf. He had to fulfill 

all righteousness.”

J o h n  M a c A r t h u r ,  J r .
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James 2:10 - “For 
whosoever shall keep the 

whole law and yet offend in 
one point, he is guilty of all.”
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Mt.5:17 - “Think not that I am 
come to destroy the law, or the 

prophets; I am not come to 
destroy, but to fulfill.”
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1 Pet.2:22 - “Who did no sin; 
neither was guile found in 

His mouth.”

13

Heb.10:14 - “For by one offering 
He hath perfected forever them 

that are sanctified."
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Heb.9:12 - “...by His own blood 
He entered in once into the Holy 

place, having obtained eternal 
redemption for us.”
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Gal.2:16 - “Knowing that a man 
is not justified by the works of 

the law, but by the faith of 
Jesus Christ.”
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Gal.3:10 - “Cursed is everyone 
that continueth not in all things 
which are written in the book 

of the law to do them.”
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Heb.7:19 - “The law made no 
man perfect...”
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Rom.7:12 - “Wherefore the law 
is holy, and the commandment 

holy, and just, and good.”
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Gal.3:13 - “Christ hath redeemed us 
from the curse of the law, being made 
a curse for us; for it is written, 'cursed 
is everyone that hangeth on a tree.'"
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2 Cor.5:21 - “For He hath made Him 
to be sin for us, who knew no sin; 

that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in Him.”
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