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Cornerstone Reformed Church Afternoon Sermon        Frank Liu 
Exodus 20:1-2            05/20/2018 
“The Preamble to the Ten Commandments.” 
 
20:1—And God spoke all these words, saying,  
20:2—“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.”  
20:3—“You shall have no other gods before me.” 
 
Proposition   
God who is both your Lord and Savior has the right to command you to obey His every word.  
 
Sermon Points 
I. The divine ORIGIN of the Ten Commandments (v. 1). 
II. The divine AUTHORITY of the Ten Commandments (v. 2).  
 A. God’s relationship to the people as their covenant Lord (v. 2a). 
 B. God’s deliverance of the people and His role as their Savior (v. 2b). 
 
Sermon Outline  

I. The divine ORIGIN of the Ten Commandments (v. 1). 

A. God spoke all these words.  

1. The biblical concept of inspiration.  

a. All of the Holy Scriptures are God-breathed, that is, He spoke them.  

b. As such, all of God’s Word is living and active; true, authoritative, and infallible.  

2. The unique situation: not passed on through a messenger (The Lord spoke to you face to face…).  

a. “Then the LORD spoke to you out of the midst of the fire. You heard the sound of words, but saw no 
form; there was only a voice. And he declared to you his covenant, which he commanded you to 
perform, that is, the Ten Commandments, and he wrote them on two tablets of stone.”—Deut. 4:12-
13. 

b. First occasion that the Moral Law of God, which is forever binding upon ALL men, is given by God.  

i. Adam had more than just one command (not to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil). 

ii. To Abram: “I am God Almighty; walk before Me and be blameless.”—Gen. 17:1. Blameless? 

iii. Abraham was to teach his children and household the way of the Lord by doing righteousness and 
justice (Gen. 18:19).  

iv. The Moral Law is the Law that is written on man’s conscience (Joseph to Potiphar’s wife: “How 
then could I do this great evil and sin against God?”—Gen. 39:9).  

v. The Moral Law is essential to the New Covenant also.  
(a) Says Jesus: “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.”—John 14:15.  
(b) “Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me 

will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him.”—John 14:21.  
(c) Jesus upholds the Moral Law and does not abolish the Law and the Prophets (Matt. 5:17-19). 

3. NOT: And God spoke _some_ of these words.  

4. Conclusion: the Ten Commandments were NOT of human origin.  

a. Moses did not make up these commandments.   

b. The elders of Israel did not decide collectively or the nation as a whole come up with them.   

5. The completeness of the words spoken.  

a. The Ten Words are a summary of the moral law.  

b. The Law is a UNIT (integral whole): Refer to James 2:10—“For whoever keeps the whole law and yet 
stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of all.”   

c. The Ten Commandments are complete, for they summarize every category or sphere of man’s life. 
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d. Conclusion: “You shall not add to the word which I am commanding you, nor take away from it, that 
you may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I command you.”—Deut. 4:2.   

e. How foolish it is either to omit one of God’s commandments or to ADD to them your own rules. 

B. The unregenerate man’s response to God’s rule.  

1. The unbeliever views God’s commandments as bondage.  

a. “For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments. And his commandments are not 
burdensome.”—1 John 5:3. 

2. The knowledge of God’s Law even provokes man to rebellion: “For while we were living in the flesh, our 
sinful passions, aroused by the law, were at work in our members to bear fruit for death.”—Rom. 7:5. 

3. “But sin, seizing an opportunity through the commandment, produced in me all kinds of 
covetousness.”—Rom. 7:8.  

4. “Whoever does not love me does not keep my words.”—John 14:24.  

5. A life that submits not to God’s commandments is evidence of unbelief in the heart.  

6. “He who turns away his ear from listening to the law, even his prayer is an abomination.”—Prov. 28:9.  

C. Applications.  

1. Since God spoke all these words, you must obey them! You ignore them at your own peril!   

2. Since God spoke all these words, you must teach them diligently to your children.   

a. Don’t tell me that you don’t desire to force your opinions on your children.  

b. If you saw your child attempting put a stainless steel butter knife into the electrical outlet… 

3. Realize that throughout the Scriptures the Commandments are being repeated, explained, exhorted, and 
examples shown of the blessing in obeying them and the misery in despising them.  

II. The divine AUTHORITY of the Ten Commandments (v. 2). 

A. God gives the Law as the LORD (self-existing, eternal, independent, holy one). 

1. God as the Creator has a right over His creatures.  

2. You owe your life to Him for He created you, the heavens and the earth all that is in them.  

3. Some wrongly claim that as God, He created out of a sense of need; that God is in some way needed His 
creatures.  

a. WRONG!  

b. “The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in 
temples made by man, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he 
himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything.”—Acts 17:24-25.  

B. God as YOUR God gives to you the Law.  

1. A review of Israel’s history.  

a. The covenant made with Abraham, citing the bondage of Abraham’s descendants (Genesis 15:13-14). 

b. God prophesied that Abraham’s descendants would be enslaved for 400 years.  

c. The covenant remembered by God, citing His promise to Abraham (Exodus 2:23-25).  

d. The covenant renewed in Exodus 19 at Horeb.  

e. Israel said, “All that the LORD has spoken we will do.”—Exodus 19:8.  

f. There was NO previous agreement that obedience to the Law about to be given earns deliverance. 

2. God, YOUR God, gives you His Law for you to learn and to obey.  

C. God gives the Law as your Redeemer (the one who has already freed you from bondage in Egypt).  

1. Where Israel was: in horrific bondage in the nation of Egypt (an idolatrous land and people).  

2. Notice that God gave Israel the Law (Exodus 20) AFTER He has already brought them out of Egypt. 

3. Why God gave Israel the Law?  

a. The moral law, which is forever binding, written down for clarity and posterity.  

b. The moral law is not a “new” idea or standard that God made up; it is His eternal character.  

c. The giving of the Moral Law is NOT so that Israel may earn their salvation (at least not God’s plan).  

d. The giving of the Moral Law in the time of Moses did not change to promise made to Abraham: “ 
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e. God gave the Moral Law to Israel so that they might live a life of gratitude to Him for the deliverance 
that they already received.  

4. God as their Deliverer is their rightful owner; Israel is duty-bound to obey their God.  

5. The Ten Commandments relate to Israel and their freedom. What does that have to do with you?   

a. Egypt, bondage, and Pharaoh are only a physical type of the spiritual bondage that is true for you 
outside of Jesus Christ.  

i. Egypt is the world.  

ii. Physical slavery for 400 years is but a petty comparison to the misery of spiritual bondage to sin.  

iii. Pharaoh is a type of Satan.  

b. Jesus paid the ransom (the cost of His own life) to set you free; He died the death you deserved.  

i. “He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his 
beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”—Colossians 1:13-14.  

ii. What is your relation to Jesus? Is He your only Mediator?   

iii. Jesus sets you free from the bondage to sin and the death. NO ONE else can do that for you!   

iv. Are you a debtor to grace?  

v. The clarity of the written Commandments reveals to you how much you are in debt to Christ. 

vi. He who is forgiven little loves little; he who is forgiven much loves much.  

vii. The greater you perceive your debt to be, the greater you will desire to honor Him in obedience. 

III. Applications.  

A. God as God has the divine right to command you.  

B. You as a grateful recipient of His mercy and grace should respond in humble and thankful obedience. 

C. A heart-check needed (frequently):  Are you submitting to the Lord Jesus Christ as the one who seeks and 
saved that which was lost?   

D. A rejection of any ONE of these commandments is a rejection of God Himself.  

E. Loving God necessitates loving God’s Commandments, which are defined by His character.  

F. The very thing that Adam and Eve desired: fullness, satisfaction, fulfillment, life, happiness, etc., they 
thought that they could obtain by eating of the forbidden fruit.  

1. The very thing that they thought that they could obtain by their disobedience they actually lost.  

2. The more that you ignore God’s Commandments, the more that you will be left empty and miserable. 

3. RULE: you possess the greatest extent of liberty when you are living most in subjection/submission to 
God’s Commandments.  

4. Motive and Attitude: obeying the Commandments NEVER makes God your debtor; you earn nothing. 

G. Your claim that you love God is evidenced by your inward love and your outward conformity to His Law. 
 
 
 


