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… but glory, honor, and peace to everyone who works what is good, to the Jew 
first and also to the Greek. Romans 2:10 

 

This verse, beginning with “but,” is set in contrast to verses 8 and 9. There are 
those who “are self-seeking and do not obey the truth.” They will receive 
“indignation and wrath, tribulation and anguish” whereas those who work “what 
is good” will receive an abundance of blessing. Paul defines their rewards as 
“glory, honor, and peace.” This is a partial repetition of verse 7 which exchanges 
the word “immortality” with “peace.” The two concepts do meet in thought and 
support each other. 

 

Immortality is “the life which man was authorized to participate in at the 
beginning and which he lost. Never again will the redeemed face corruption, 
death, and returning to the earth. There will be no sickness or sadness in this 
state; only eternal felicity.” This corresponds with the idea of peace quite well. 
Paul was a Hebrew. To them peace had a much fuller meaning than it does to the 
Greek and western mind. It is more than just a state of calm or quiet. Rather it 
signifies wholeness and completion in all ways. This was the original intent for 
man and it is fully realized in our acceptance of Jesus and moving from death to 
life. 

 

This however brings up the need for clarification concerning works verses faith. 
This was explained in 2:6 but will be expanded on now. We are saved and receive 
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these things by faith in Christ and His work alone. Our “works” then are only of 
value after savlvation and are used to determine our level of reward. Someone 
outside of Him, no matter how diligent in good works, can never receive these 
promises because they are a child of wrath by nature. Paul explains this in 
Ephesians 2:1-3 – 

 

“And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, in which you once 
walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power 
of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience, among whom 
also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires 
of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the 
others.” 

 

Prior to Christ, man is at enmity with God and deeds – even supposedly “good” 
deeds only increase that wrath. The reason for this is that by trusting in one’s own 
deeds it becomes a form of self-idolatry, something which only increases guilt. 
Any non-Christian philanthropist will make a good example. They give money and 
effort to causes – AIDS for example – in order to make the world a better place, or 
to perhaps help their fellow man. This brings about personal satisfaction and, of 
course, applause from man. But it failed to address the sin problem which already 
existed. The favor rests not with God but with man, and in particular – self. 

 

Man must come to Christ first in order to be justified before God. Only when the 
wrath at sin is dealt with (in the body of Jesus) can the works merit favor and 
reward. The result is the “peace” Paul announces in today’s verse. Reconciliation 
with God through Jesus should lead us to accomplish works of righteousness 
leading to glory, honor, and peace. Peter notes the time when this will be fully 
realized – 

 

“…and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that 
does not fade away.” 1 Peter 5:4 

 



Life application: Are you saved and just waiting on your glorification without living 
a full and abundant life of works for Christ? Or are you actively participating in 
doing those things which will bring Him glory now and that will bring you rewards 
when He appears? This life is our one chance to work for our eternal rewards. We 
save money in banks for the future, we go to college for the future, we buy 
insurance for the future… how much more should we add to our heavenly 
account then. Be wise with the time you have been given and determine to 
accomplish your works for that which will never perish. 

 

For there is no partiality with God. Romans 2:11 

 

This verse begins with “for” and is being used as a confirmation of the previous 
thought which twice stated “first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.” The 
anticipated wrath of God or favor of God comes equally upon all. There is no 
consideration of the outer appearance of the jar, but rather the favor lies with 
what is in it; God is not superficial in His judgments, but determines the value of 
the contents rather than the showiness of what is externally apparent. 

 

This thought permeates the Bible and yet it is often misunderstood, by both the 
Jew because of his heritage and by the church member who has entered into 
some denomination, sect, or cult and thus believes he has been elevated to an 
especially favorable standing with God because of that affiliation.  

 

In Deuteronomy 1:17, we find that God expects our judgments to be fair and 
without partiality and the reason for that is given – 

 

“You shall not show partiality in judgment; you shall hear the small as well as the 
great; you shall not be afraid in any man’s presence, for the judgment is God’s. 
The case that is too hard for you, bring to me, and I will hear it.” 

 

All judgment is ultimately God’s, so when we pervert justice, we slander His name 
by our actions. God sets the standards and they are universal in scope and thus 



they should be in application as well. James clearly defines our responsibilities in 
this matter and how to carry them out – 

 

“My brethren, do not hold the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, 
with partiality. For if there should come into your assembly a man with gold rings, 
in fine apparel, and there should also come in a poor man in filthy clothes, and 
you pay attention to the one wearing the fine clothes and say to him, “You sit 
here in a good place,” and say to the poor man, “You stand there,” or, “Sit here at 
my footstool,” have you not shown partiality among yourselves, and become 
judges with evil thoughts? James 2:1-4 

 

Having considered this, it must be noted that judgment and placement are not 
the same thing, but as the world is running towards ever more liberal thinking the 
two categories become confused. God does not show favoritism in His judgments 
of us, but as the sovereign Creator He has the right to place people in various 
locations and at any point in time. Therefore, they may be brought into the world 
in unequal status economically, socially, etc. These choices are at His discretion 
and do not imply partiality or favoritism. The founding fathers of America 
understood this when they penned these words – 

 

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they 
are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these 
are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. — That to secure these rights, 
Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the 
consent of the governed…” 

 

The founders did not say that all have the “right” to happiness, but that all have 
the right to pursue it. Owning a house is to be a pursuit, not a judgment. Feeding 
oneself is a product of placement and opportunity, not a universal right which is 
the responsibility of others. In other words, if a person is in a place where food 
won’t grow, it is their responsibility to move and work with their hands to grow it 
or purchase it from a supply line based on money earned from another vocation. 
Confusing these lines actually moves us away from what God ordains.  



Life application: God doesn’t show favoritism in His judgments and He asks us to 
act likewise. However, God places us according to His wisdom and expects us to 
live within that placement or pick up and move to action based on the abilities He 
has made us with. Take time today to think clearly on moral and social 
responsibilities and don’t let the lines of your thinking become confused, lest it 
lead you to find fault in God where no fault exists. 

 


