
 

 

V. Reasons for the Wrath of God - Part 1 - 4 Reasons why everyone is born under God’s wrath and 
condemnation 

 A. A Review 

  1. Wrath  
   a. in the OT - Jer 19:3-7; Isa 13:9; Nah 1:2-3 

   b. in the Gospels- Mt 3:7-8, 11-12; Jo 3:36; Mt 5:22, 29-30; 8:12; 10:14-15,28; 
   12:36-37,41-42; 13:40,49; 16:2618:34-35; 22:13; 23:33; 24:50-51; 25:26-30 

   c. in Acts and the Epistles - Acts 24:25; Ro 2:5,8-9,16; 2 Co 5:11; Eph 5:6; Col 
   3:6; Heb 10:26-27; 12:25; Rev 14:9-11,19 ; 22:14-15,18-19 

  2. Cautions about false teaching in this area 

   a. Soul Sleep and Universalism  have great appeal, but deny God’s revelation 

   b. Christian liberalism has influenced many toward a loving God who will not 
   condemn contrary to scripture 

   c. many deniers of God’s wrath are cultic 

   d. denial of God’s wrath removes purpose and motivation for witnessing - 2 Co 5:11 

 B. The Gift of Revelation - vs 19 

  1. 1:18-2:16 Speaks to all, but especially the Gentiles, 2:17-29 to the Jews 

  2. because what may be known of God is manifest in them 

   a. Known   
    i. gnostos - well-known:--acquaintance, (which may be) known, notable.  
    ii. Could be rendered - that which is knowable or capable of being known 
    apart from special revelation 

   b. Manifest 
    i. phaneros - shining, apparent; publicly, abroad, + appear, known,  
    manifest, open (+ -ly), outward (+ -ly).  
    ii. Everyone has the ability through their physical  and reasoning senses to 
    perceive to some extent that there is a God - 1:19-21,28,32; 2:15; Jo 1:9; 
   c. for God has shown it to them. 
    i. phaneroo - to render apparent:--appear, manifestly declare, (make)  
    manifest (forth), shew (self).  
    ii. Ac 14:15-17; 17:23-28 

 C. Its Content  - vs 20 

  1. For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes  
   a. His eternal power - omnipotence 

    i. reflected in His awesome creation, both the bringing into existence and 
    sustaining it 
    ii. Ps 19:1-3  
   b. and Godhead - divine nature 

    i. His Kindness and Graciousness 

    ii. Ac 14:17 "Nevertheless He did not leave Himself without witness, in 
    that He did good, gave us rain from heaven and fruitful seasons, filling our 
    hearts with food and gladness." 

   2. are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, so that they are  
  without excuse, 
   a. Clearly see by every one Ps 19:3 

   b. J. MacArthur - Pg 80-81; Ps 94:3-11 
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 D. Man’s Rejection - vs 21 

  1. although they knew God,  
   a. through natural revelation 

   b. the natural sinful twist of man is to reject what is knowable - 2 Tim 3:13; Tit 
   3:3; 2Ki 17:15; Je 2:5 

  2. Demonstrations of Rejection 

   a. they did not glorify Him as God,  
    i. the basic expression of the sin of pride 

    ii. doxazo - to render (or esteem) glorious, (make) glorify(-ious), full of 
    (have) glory, honor, magnify.  
    iii. Chief end of man - Lev 10:3; 1 Ch 16:24-29; Ro 15:5-6 

   b. nor were thankful,  
    i. God is the source of every good thing that men possess 

    ii. God gives to the just and unjust alike - Mt 5:45; Ac 14:15-17 

   c. but became futile in their thoughts 

    i. mataioo - to render, foolish, wicked, idolatrous:--become vain.  
    ii. dialogismos - discussion, (internal) consideration (by implication,  
    purpose), or (external) debate:--dispute, doubtful(-ing), imagination,  
    reasoning, thought.  
    iii. rejection of God is the rejection of the greatest reality that one can  
    experience 

     - only God gives purpose and understanding to life in a fallen world 

     - w/o His truth to guide, sinful man is doomed to his own resources 
    iv. Man’s futile quests for wisdom through human (thoughts) reason and 
    understanding only lead to falsehood leading to more unbelief 
   d. and their foolish hearts were darkened. 
    i. asunetos - unintelligent; wicked:--foolish, without understanding.  
    ii. rejection of God is to exchange 

     - truth for falsehood 

     - purpose for hopelessness 

     - satisfaction for emptiness 

    iii. Man does not and cannot live in a vacuum 

     - the heart of rejection does not become enlightened or free 

     - it becomes spiritual darkened and enslaved to sin 

     - Spiritual darkness and perversity are inseparable 

     - when man forfeits God, he forfeits virtue  
      - why have we as a country gone from Christian principles of 
      virtue to claiming that every immoral act and mental illness is 
      claimed to have equal footing   
     - Eph 4:18 having their understanding darkened, being alienated 
     from the life of God, because of the ignorance that is in them,  
     because of the blindness of their heart; 
     - Col 2:8 Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and 
     empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the 
     basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ. 
     - Jo 3:19-20 "And this is the condemnation, that the light has come 
     into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because 
     their deeds were evil. "For everyone practicing evil hates the light 
     and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 
 


