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Who are we? 
 
We are going to answer this question by looking at the first chapter of Genesis. Genesis, the 
Greek term for the book, means origin, production, or generation (of things). The Hebrews 
called this part of the Pentateuch bereshith, which is a repetition of the opening to the entire 
bible: “In the beginning”. To expound upon that we look at verse 1 of the chapter. 
 
Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 
 
So, according to verse 1, we have that this person or thing by the name of God who created 
(originated, produced, or generated) things. God in the Hebrew is Elohim, a plural noun. Plural 
because this person or thing we now call God is always plural in their or them self. This plurality 
is the expression of what we call the Trinity: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Ghost/Spirit in absolute perfect unity always eternally together. We do not have time to delve 
into the Trinity here and are studying that elsewhere as a congregation. But we must remember, 
God is plural. We use the pronoun He to describe the person we name God because that is the 
pronoun God uses to describe himself. 
 
But let us all agree that, trusting in the scripture as truth, God was before the beginning. God 
simply was. God never was not. And the persons of God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost/Spirt were and are always. They never were not. This ought to, in and of itself, leave us 
with the thought that God must be something special in comparison to us, for there was a time 
when you and I were not, though for a time we are, but a time will come when we are not again 
(as it relates to our presence here on earth). So, maybe we ought to pay attention to what God 
was doing and saying, as He recorded for us in the scriptures. 
 
In this first chapter, God creates, well, pretty much everything in the space of a regular work 
week of 6 days (not 5). God speaks the universes and worlds and earth as we know them into 
existence and populates the earth with plants and animals. And then, on day 6, the last work day 
of the first week, God creates something comparatively unique to all the other creating that has 
been done up until that point. 
 
Genesis 1:26-31 26 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and 
let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the 
cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. 
27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and 
female created he them. 28 And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, 
and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of 
the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth. 
29 And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face 
of all the earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall 
be for meat. 30 And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every 
thing that creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is life, I have given every green herb for 
meat: and it was so. 31 And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very 
good. And the evening and the morning were the sixth day. 
 
So, taking those verses in, we find a part of our answer to our question of “Who are we?”. We 
will break it down a bit now. 
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26-27a 26 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and 
over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. 27a So God 
created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he 
them. 
 
We find then that we (a.k.a. “man” or “him”) were created by God (a.k.a. “us”, “our”, and “his”) 
in His image and likeness. God did this in a special way. 
 

Genesis 2:7 And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed 
into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul. 
 
Genesis 2:20-22 20 And Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and to every 
beast of the field; but for Adam there was not found an help meet for him. 21 And the LORD 
God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and 
closed up the flesh instead thereof; 22 And the rib, which the LORD God had taken from man, 
made he a woman, and brought her unto the man.  

 
We will come back to that man and woman thing in a moment, but here we have that man was 
created from dust and breath and a rib to look like and to be shaped like God. But what does 
God look like and how is He shaped? Paul tells the Colossians that they can answer that question 
in Jesus Christ, the Son in the Trinity. 
 

Colossians 1:15 Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: 
 

We will also come back to that in a while, but what else can we discover about who we are?  
 
27b So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female 
created he them. 
 
God made us male and female. God made two sexes: man and woman. Both are the bearers of 
the God’s image and likeness and both are unique in their expression of who they are in that 
image-bearing role. Note that we are not talking about gender. We are talking about sex. Gender 
is a grammatical construct expressed about a male or female person in a written or spoken form. 
Sex is an either one or the other designation of the two distinct types of human expressed by the 
word of God. We should try not to mix those up because bad stuff inevitably happens when we 
do. When God created the sexes, He created them in order. 
 

Genesis 2:23-25 23 And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my 
flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man. 24 Therefore shall 
a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one 
flesh. 25 And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed. 

 
Here we have the everlasting and almighty God creating humans as distinct sexes, male and 
female, man and woman, in the order He decreed best: the man first from dust and breath, then 
the woman second from the man’s rib, both one flesh. Married from the moment of creation, 
before the fall into sin. We will consider the fall into sin as well momentarily. 
 

1 Timothy 2:13 For Adam was first formed, then Eve. 
 
The created order, then, is that God’s image-bearers were created in two sexes, male first, then 
female second. This created order was expressed by God to be “very good” (Genesis 1:31) and 
before the fall into sin male and female lived in harmony and joy. 
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If these, our ancient parents were one flesh, they were also of one blood, they were also of one 
original set of DNA, as Paul expressed to the Athenians on Mars Hill.  
 

Acts 17:26 And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face 
of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their 
habitation; 

 
So, here we introduce the idea of race. Race, in its modern expression, delineates humans from 
other humans by physical characteristics. God did not create races. He created man and woman 
who created men and women after their own likenesses and images.  
 

Genesis 5:3 And Adam lived an hundred and thirty years, and begat a son in his own 
likeness, after his image; and called his name Seth: 

 
This is natural genetic expression, not racial division. God preserved this linear progression of 
genetic differentiation through generation upon generation from Adam to Noah, who would 
continue the same on through after the flood, which came upon all the earth because of he sin of 
mankind.  
 

Genesis 5:32 And Noah was five hundred years old: and Noah begat Shem, Ham, and 
Japheth. 

 
The same blood created in Adam and Eve was the same blood in Seth and on to Noah, Shem, 
Ham, and Japheth and it continued to be the same blood through the division at Babel. 
 

Genesis 11:7-9 7 Go to, let us go down, and there confound their language, that they may 
not understand one another's speech. 8 So the LORD scattered them abroad from thence 
upon the face of all the earth: and they left off to build the city. 9 Therefore is the name of it called 
Babel; because the LORD did there confound the language of all the earth: and from thence did 
the LORD scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth. 

 
We are the descendants of Babel. Adam’s and Eve’s one flesh and one blood, produced you and 
me as we are physically today. There is no race in the created order. Only families comprising 
tongues, tribes, and nations. Race is entirely a construct of fallen humankind. 
 
But, we may say, that’s not how things are today. We are told that sex does not matter. That 
gender expression is all that does matter. We are told that there are many races. That race 
matters more than all other human characteristics. These constructs of humankind must have 
some origin that was contrary to God if God had indeed said that the created order was “very 
good”. What happened? Sin happened. 
 

Genesis 3:4-7 4 And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: 5 For God 
doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as 
gods, knowing good and evil. 6 And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and 
that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit 
thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat. 7 And 
the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig 
leaves together, and made themselves aprons. 

 
Of course, we all know the rest of the story. Humankind, in Adam and Eve, falls into sin. The 
image of God is marred with the image of mankind. All conflicts between God’s created order 
and humankind start with “ye shall be as gods”. It all started with a lie. It all continues because 
of that lie. If we are gods, we may choose our own order. But, there is good news. 
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The good news is that, even in our fallen flesh, the created order can be attained, restored, and 
retained, but only through Jesus Christ the Son.  
 

Ephesians 2:4-9 4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 5 
Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are 
saved;) 6 And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus: 7 That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness 
toward us through Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 

 
Colossians 2:9-15 9 For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. 10 And 
ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power: 11 In whom also ye are 
circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of 
the flesh by the circumcision of Christ: 12 Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are 
risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the 
dead. 13 And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he 
quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses; 14 Blotting out the 
handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of 
the way, nailing it to his cross; 15 And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a 
shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it. 

 
It is this work of God the Father, through Jesus Christ the Son, by the Holy Ghost/Spirit that 
restores the ability in humankind to be true image-bearers according to God’s created order. No 
one can find lasting order under the curse of sin, only continual chaos. The return to “the image 
of the invisible God” must come through Jesus Christ.  
 

1 Corinthians 15:45-50 45 And so it is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul; 
the last Adam was made a quickening spirit. 46 Howbeit that was not first which is 
spiritual, but that which is natural; and afterward that which is spiritual. 47 The first man is of the 
earth, earthy: the second man is the Lord from heaven. 48 As is the earthy, such are they 
also that are earthy: and as is the heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly. 49 And as we 
have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly. 50 
Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither 
doth corruption inherit incorruption. 

 
Romans 8:28-31 28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love 
God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. 29 For whom he did foreknow, he 
also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the 
firstborn among many brethren. 30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: 
and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. 31 
What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? 

 
The foreknown, predestinated, called, justified, and glorified, are being conformed to the 
heavenly image of Jesus Christ, who is the physical manifestation of the Trinity, the Godhead. 
We, as God’s elect, are those who must set the example for humankind how to live according to 
God’s created order. We are the only people who can live without division. 
 

Galatians 3:26-28 26 For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. 27 For 
as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is neither Jew 
nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye 
are all one in Christ Jesus. 
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Colossians 3:10-11 10 And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after 
the image of him that created him: 11 Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, 
circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is 
all, and in all. 

 
So, we have it then that God’s “very good” created order can be restored in and through Jesus 
Christ, but how can the elect, the image-bearers of Jesus Christ, do that? For that we must look 
to verses 28-31 of Genesis 1: 
 
28 And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish 
the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of 
the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth. 29 And God said, Behold, I 
have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all the earth, and every 
tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat. 30 And to 
every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every thing that creepeth upon 
the earth, wherein there is life, I have given every green herb for meat: and it was so. 31 
And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. And the evening 
and the morning were the sixth day. 
 


