
LIVING STONES, HOLY PRIESTS 
 

1 Peter 2:4-5 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
• The great and magnificent buildings of the world are 

monuments to the glory of man 
 
• But which is the greatest building in the world? 
 
• It is not a building that is famous in man’s eyes – in fact it is 

despised by men 
 
• Its Architect and Builder is God; it is not a physical building, but 

spiritual 
 
• It is built of the most unique materials – the living stone of 

Jesus Christ, the cornerstone, then the living stones of the 
apostles and prophets, and the saints throughout history 

 
• In the first three verses of this chapter, Peter exhorted the 

brethren to “lay aside” evil things, as well as taking on the word 
of God, using the metaphor of newborn babies desiring milk 

 
• From verse four, there is a change of metaphor from a baby 

growing, to a building being constructed 
 
• There is a strong emphasis in these verses on the believer’s 

identity in Christ, just as there is in chapter 1 
 
• Knowing who we are in Christ, and what we possess through 

him, should be a great encouragement to walk in holiness in 
this present evil world 

 
• While this is a “general” epistle, and not written to a particular 

church, it is nevertheless written to believers who were part of 
local congregations (1 Peter 5:1-3) 



 
• The New Testament uses various metaphors for the church: 
 
 Body (1 Corinthians 12:27; Colossians 1:18) 

 
 Flock (Acts 20:28; 1 Peter 5:1-5) 

 
 Bride (2 Corinthians 11:2; Revelation 19:7-9) 

 
 Building/temple/house of God (1 Corinthians 3:9-10,16; 

Ephesians 2:22; 1 Timothy 3:15) 
 
• It is this temple metaphor that Peter uses here, calling the 

church a “spiritual house” built on the foundation of Christ, 
constructed of the living stones of believers, and engaged in 
the worship of God, offering up spiritual sacrifices 

 
I. THE CHURCH’S SUBSTRUCTURE (4) 
 

A. The believer comes to Christ 
 

1. It is the most vital and urgent duty of every person to 
come to Jesus Christ 

 
2. How must we come to him? 

 
a. By God’s grace (John 6:44) 

 
b. In repentance and humility 

 
c. In faith 

 
d. Wholeheartedly, forsaking all else (Luke 14:33) 

 
e. Without delay (2 Corinthians 6:2) 

 
3. The Christian has “tasted that the Lord is gracious” (v.3), 

and continually comes to Christ 



 
a. The verb “coming” is present tense, and describes 

not a once-off coming, but the believer’s continual 
coming to the Lord Jesus (Hebrews 10:21-22) 

 
b. Like Mary, we come to him for teaching (Luke 10:39) 

 
c. Like Peter, we come to him for restoration (John 

21:15-19) 
 

d. Like Paul, we come to him for grace in trials (2 
Corinthians 12:1-10), and for strength for service 
(Philippians 4:13) 

 
B. Christ is the living stone 

 
1. Throughout the Scriptures, Christ is described as a 

stone and rock 
 

a. He is the foundation stone (Isaiah 28:16; Matthew 
16:18) 

 
b. He is the rock that sustained Israel in the wilderness 

(1 Corinthians 10:4) 
 

c. He is the rock of refuge to the saints (Psalm 18:2; 
31:2; 94:22) 

 
d. He is the strong rock upon which the believer stands 

(Psalm 40:2) 
 

e. He is the rock that is higher than I (Psalm 61:2) 
 

f. He is the rock of my strength (Psalm 62:7) 
 

g. He is the rock from which streams of living water flow 
(Psalm 78:20) 

 



h. He is the rock from which comes the finest wheat 
and honey (Psalm 81:16) 

 
i. He is the stone made without hands that will destroy 

all the world’s kingdoms, and become the universal 
kingdom of Christ (Daniel 2) 

 
2. He is the living stone, because he is the Author of life 

 
a. His name is “I AM THAT I AM” (Exodus 3:14) 

 
b. He is the self-existing one – he derives his life from 

no one else 
 

c. From everlasting to everlasting, he is God (Psalm 
90:2) 

 
d. He is “the life” (John 14:6) 

 
e. He only hath immortality (1 Timothy 6:16) 

 
C. Rejected of men; but chosen and beloved of God 

 
II. THE CHURCH’S SUPERSTRUCTURE (5) 
 

A. Living stones 
 

1. Stones that once were dead (Ephesians 2:1; Colossians 
2:13) 

 
2. Stones brought to life by the power of Christ 

 
a. Begotten again unto a lively hope (1 Peter 1:3) 

 
b. Christ came that we might have life, and more 

abundantly (John 10:10) 
 

3. Only Jesus Christ can turn a dead rock of the world into 
a living stone in his temple 



 
B. Built up into an spiritual house 

 
1. God’s purpose for the living stones is that they be 

assembled together in his house, the church 
 

2. Christ is the builder of the church (Matthew 16:18) 
 

3. As he sets the members in the body as is pleases him (1 
Corinthians 12:18), so he sets the stones in his house, 
according to his good pleasure 

 
4. In this dispensation, the church is the temple of God 

 
5. There are similarities between the temple of God in the 

Old Covenant, and the temple of God in the New 
 

a. They were both the special place of God’s dwelling 
(1 Corinthians 14:25; Ephesians 2:22; Revelation 
2:1) 

 
b. They were both authenticated by God by a visible 

manifestation of the Holy Spirit (1 Kings 8:10-11; 
Acts 2:2-4) 

 
c. They both were to be undefiled (1 Corinthians 3:16-

17) 
 
III. THE CHURCH’S SACRIFICES (5) 
 

A. An holy priesthood 
 

1. A priest may be defined as “one who is duly authorized 
to minister in sacred things, particularly to offer sacrifices 
at the altar, and who acts as mediator between men and 
God” 

 
2. There are four characteristics of a priest 

 



a. Chosen of God 
 

b. The property of God 
 

c. Holy unto God 
 

d. Offers sacrifices and gifts unto God 
 

3. The priesthood developed through the course of the 
dispensations 

 
a. Initially, each man was his own priest, offering his 

own sacrifices to God (Genesis 4) 
 

b. Later, the head of each family fulfilled the role of 
priest, e.g. Noah (Genesis 8:20), Abraham (Genesis 
12:7; 13:4), Isaac (Genesis 26:25), Jacob (Genesis 
31:54), and Job (Job 1:5) 

 
c. The priestly order was codified at Sinai, restricting 

the priesthood to the family of Aaron, of the tribe of 
Levi 

 
4. The elaborate sacrificial system given to the nation of 

Israel at Sinai prefigured and laid the foundation for 
Christ’s sacrifice of Himself 

 
5. Christ came as Priest, not after the order of Levi, but the 

order of Melchizedek (Hebrews 7:11-17) 
 

6. With Christ’s sacrifice, the Levitical priesthood ended 
 

a. The rending of the veil at his death (Matthew 27:51) 
signified the end of ceremonial law and its sacrifices, 
and the opening of our access to God through the 
blood of Christ 

 
7. All believers are called priests in this dispensation (1 

Peter 2:9) 



 
a. We are priests through Christ’s priestly office 

 
b. We are anointed with the Holy Ghost to this ministry 

(1 John 2:27) 
 

c. We are privileged to enter the holiest and draw nigh 
to God (Hebrews 10:19-22) 

 
d. We are able to offer spiritual sacrifices 

 
8. The doctrine of the priesthood of all believers denies any 

“priestly class” over other believers, such as Romanism 
teaches 

 
9. Believers will be priests in the future kingdom 

(Revelation 20:6) 
 

B. The spiritual sacrifices 
 

1. The sacrifice of ourselves in Christ’s service (Romans 
12:1) 

 
2. The sacrifice of praise (Hebrews 13:15) 

 
3. The sacrifice of doing good (Hebrews 13:16) 

 
4. The sacrifice of benevolence (Philippians 4:18; Hebrews 

13:16) 
 

5. The sacrifice of prayer (Revelation 8:3-4) 
 

6. The sacrifice of suffering and dying for Christ’s sake 
(Philippians 2:17; 2 Timothy 4:6) 

 
C. It is Christ that makes us accepted with God the Father 

 
1. He makes us accepted in justification (Ephesians 1:6; 1 

Peter 3:18) 



 
2. He takes our feeble, imperfect sacrifices we offer, places 

his name upon them, making them into a sweet savour 
before God, and will make them into gold, silver and 
precious stones at the judgment seat of Christ 

 
3. On that day, all the glory will be given back to Jesus as 

the glorified saints cast their crowns at his feet 
(Revelation 4:10) 

 
4. Those who are Christ’s “lively stones” in this world, will 

be pillars in the temple of God in the New Jerusalem in 
the world to come (Revelation 3:12) 

 
CONCLUSION 
 
1. Have you come unto Jesus Christ for salvation? 
 
2. Are you continually coming to him? (Revelation 3:12) 
 
3. Have you been brought to life through the new birth, and 

transformed into a living stone of God’s temple? 
 
4. If you are saved, you are anointed to be a priest of God 
 
5. Does your life – your thoughts, words and deeds – demonstrate 

you are consecrated unto God as one of his holy priests? 
 
6. In the past week, what spiritual sacrifices did you offer unto 

God; and in the coming week, what spiritual sacrifices will you 
offer unto him? 


