King Jehoiakim Rejects God’s Word
Jeremiah 36 & 45
December 3. 2023

Pastor Gary Hollinger

Those who reject the Word of the Lord will be rejected by Him.

I. God gives more than ample warnings and opportunity for people to repent. (v. 1-3)

As the sun was setting, Abram fell into a deep sleep, and a thick and dreadful darkness came
over him. Then the LORD said to him, “Know for certain that for four hundred years your
descendants will be strangers in a country not their own and that they will be enslaved and
mistreated there. But | will punish the nation they serve as slaves, and afterward they will come
out with great possessions. You, however, will go to your ancestors in peace and be buried at a
good old age. In the fourth generation your descendants will come back here, for the sin of the
Amorites has not yet reached its full measure.” (Genesis 15:12-16)

The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient
with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. (2 Peter 3:9)

1. Jeremiah commissioned Baruch to read his prophecies to the people which caused

fear among some of the officials. (v. 5-19)

“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”

14 How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in
the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to
them? > And how can anyone preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are
the feet of those who bring good news!”

16 But not all the Israelites accepted the good news. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed our
message?” (Romans 10:13-16)

“Even now,” declares the LORD,
“return to me with all your heart,
with fasting and weeping and mourning.”
13 Rend your heart
and not your garments.
Return to the LorD your God,
for he is gracious and compassionate,
slow to anger and abounding in love,
and he relents from sending calamity. (Joel 2:12-13)

I11. God had given Baruch reassurance of safety which strengthened him to be bold. (v.
45:1-5)




45 When Baruch son of Neriah wrote on a scroll the words Jeremiah the prophet dictated in the
fourth year of Jehoiakim son of Josiah king of Judah, Jeremiah said this to Baruch: 2 “This is
what the LORD, the God of Israel, says to you, Baruch: 2 You said, ‘Woe to me! The LORD has
added sorrow to my pain; I am worn out with groaning and find no rest.” * But the LORD has
told me to say to you, ‘This is what the LORD says: | will overthrow what | have built and uproot
what | have planted, throughout the earth. ® Should you then seek great things for yourself? Do
not seek them. For | will bring disaster on all people, declares the LoRD, but wherever you go |
will let you escape with your life.””

V. Jehoiakim was an evil king who had no fear of the Lord. (v. 20-26)

Jehoiakim was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem eleven
years. He did evil in the eyes of the LORD his God. Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon attacked
him and bound him with bronze shackles to take him to Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar also took to
Babylon articles from the temple of the LORD and put them in his temple there.

The other events of Jehoiakim’s reign, the detestable things he did and all that was found
against him, are written in the book of the kings of Israel and Judah. And Jehoiachin his son
succeeded him as king. (2 Chronicles 36:5-8)

Hilkiah the high priest said to Shaphan the secretary, “I have found the Book of the Law in the
temple of the LORD.” He gave it to Shaphan, who read it. Then Shaphan the secretary went to
the king and reported to him: “Your officials have paid out the money that was in the temple of
the LORD and have entrusted it to the workers and supervisors [so that the temple might be
repaired].” Then Shaphan the secretary informed the king, “Hilkiah the priest has given me a
book.” And Shaphan read from it in the presence of the king.

When the king heard the words of the Book of the Law, he tore his robes. He gave these orders
to Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam son of Shaphan, Akbor son of Micaiah, Shaphan the secretary and
Asaiah the king’s attendant: “Go and inquire of the LORD for me and for the people and for all
Judah about what is written in this book that has been found. Great is the LORD’s anger that
burns against us because those who have gone before us have not obeyed the words of this

book; they have not acted in accordance with all that is written there concerning us.” (2 Kings
22:8-13)

For great is the Lord and most worthy of praise; he is to be feared above all gods. (1 Chronicles
16:25)

And now, Israel, what does the LORD your God ask of you but to fear the LORD your God, to
walk in obedience to him, to love him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with
all your soul, and to observe the LORD’s commands and decrees that [ am giving you today for
your own good? (Deuteronomy 10:12-13)

Teach me your way, LORD,
that I may rely on your faithfulness;
give me an undivided heart,
that I may fear your name. (Psalm 86:11)



The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; all who follow his precepts have good
understanding. To him belongs eternal praise. (Psalm 111:10)

Praise the Lord. Blessed are those who fear the Lord, who find great delight in his commands.
(Psalm 112:1)

V. Those who do not fear the Lord will find themselves cursed by Him. (v. 27-32)

“Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.” (Matthew 24:35)

“All people are like grass,
and all their glory is like the flowers of the field;
the grass withers and the flowers fall,
but the word of the Lord endures forever.” (1 Peter 1:24-25)



