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So That You May Know 
An Expositional Study of the Epistle of 1 John 
Chapter 10- The Test of Truth 1John 2: 18-27 

89. Part 14 
 

WAOY Tuesday 09/25/07; WOSM Thursday 02/02/23 

 
 

Welcome again, my beloved in Jesus Christ.  We’re continuing our 
verse by verse “journey” through the Epistle of 1 John, and today I want 
to continue to look at what John taught about “The Test of Truth”.  So, 
let’s turn in our Bibles and let’s read 1John 2: 18-27 again together: 
     
18 Children, it is the last hour; and just as you heard that antichrist is coming, 
even now many antichrists have appeared; from this we know that it is the 
last hour.  
19 They went out from us, but they were not really of us; for if they had been 
of us, they would have remained with us; but they went out, so that it would be 
shown that they all are not of us.  
20 But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you all know.  
21 I have not written to you because you do not know the truth, but because 
you do know it, and because no lie is of the truth.  
22 Who is the liar but the one who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the 
antichrist, the one who denies the Father and the Son.  
23 Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father; the one who confesses 
the Son has the Father also.  
24 As for you, let that abide in you which you heard from the beginning. If 
what you heard from the beginning abides in you, you also will abide in the 
Son and in the Father.  
25 This is the promise which He Himself made to us: eternal life.  
26 These things I have written to you concerning those who are trying to 
deceive you.  
27 As for you, the anointing which you received from Him abides in you, and 
you have no need for anyone to teach you; but as His anointing teaches you 
about all things, and is true and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you 
abide in Him.  
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 Now on the last broadcast, we were going over the three points 
that John is making in these ten verses.   
 

1. Realizing the Danger 
2. The Ability and Power that is given to us so that we may realize 

the Danger 
3. The Way to Fight Against the Danger 

 
Now on the last broadcast, we were looking at the second point that 

John was making in these ten verses- and today I want to look at the 
third point- The Way to Fight Against the Danger?  So, let’s look at 
verses 24, 25, & 26 again together: 
 
24 As for you, let that abide in you which you heard from the beginning. If 
what you heard from the beginning abides in you, you also will abide in the 
Son and in the Father.  
25 This is the promise which He Himself made to us: eternal life.  
26 These things I have written to you concerning those who are trying to 
deceive you.  
 
 John says here that the way to fight against heresy; the way to 
combat false teaching; the way to stop the antichrists is for believers to 
 
“let that abide in you which you heard from the beginning 
 
 John is referring here to the Gospel that was taught and preached 
first by our Lord and then by the Apostles.  John is saying here that if 
we allow God’s Word to dwell in us-; to abide within us; to do its work in 
and through us- we will have a very effective tools against all lies. 
 So, there must be a way; some method; some planned, purposeful 
system that we as individual believers have and that the Church as a 
whole has- to get the Gospel- the Word of God- off the pages of the Bible 
and into our hearts and minds and lives. 
 The Word of God began to be written down by Moses several 
thousand years before the birth of Jesus Christ.  Before that time- God’s 
Word was supernaturally preserved and kept intact until it could be 
committed to the scrolls.  With the onset of the Levitical Priesthood- a 
section of the priesthood- the scribes dedicated their lives to copying 
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and recopying the Word of God so that future generations could have 
reliable and trustworthy copies. 
 From the very beginning- God expected His people to know what 
He said.  It was expected of all men to know and understand and be 
held accountable to what God had given the fathers by way of 
inspiration.  No one was exempt from the duty and the obligation to 
know Scripture. 
 When Jesus walked the earth- our Lord operated under the 
assumption that everybody- especially the leaders of the Church knew 
what God has said in Scripture.  Jesus never gave anyone an “out” for 
not having the time; or of just not ever getting around to reading and 
studying the Words that came from the very Mouth of God. 
 And my Christian friends- this is the point of what John is talking 
about here.  When we speak of the Bible; when we mention Scripture- 
we are talking about the most important and unique and special Words 
that Man has ever had access to.   
If you believe the claim that the Bible makes about itself- the Bible 
makes the fantastic claim that it alone is the inspired; inerrant; 
infallible; authoritative; relevant; and eternal Word of the living God.  
Look what Paul wrote about this in 2Timothy 3:16&17: 
     
16 All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, 
for correction, for training in righteousness;  
17 so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work. 
 

So Paul is saying here the very same thing her that John is 
saying- that because the Bible is the Word of God- that when people 
read it and study it and understand it and when they begin to believe it 
and love it and apply it to their lives- they become strong; they became 
able to withstand lies and stand up against falsehoods and deceptions 
and they are equipped to do all the good works of God. 

For example- It is from the knowledge of Scripture that we 
understand the Character and Nature of God.  God chose to reveal 
Himself to Man in two ways- through the pages of inspired Scripture 
and through His Own Creation.   

We can get general or basic information about God by looking at a 
waterfall or a sunset or a deer or by looking into a baby’s eyes.  We can 
see that God is Big and strong; and Powerful; and we can see that God 
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is good and that He is worthy of worship simply by looking at what God 
made. 

But if we are to understand specific things about God- we must 
look to what God revealed about Himself in Scripture.  A waterfall 
cannot ever tell you that God chose His elect before the foundation of 
the world; a sunset can tell you a lot of things about God- but it cannot 
tell you that God hates sin or even what sin is.  W cannot get this kind 
of specific information about God by examining Creation.  Neither can 
we fashion our own ideas about God by using human logic or human 
values.  No, in order to get this kind of specific information about God- 
we must turn to what God says about Himself in Scripture. 

The same thing is true about the Person of Jesus Christ.  
Everything that God wanted us to know about Jesus- He revealed to 
men to write down in inspired Words that are contained in the sixty-six 
books of the Holy Bible.  And so, when we speak about Jesus and when 
we fashion our concepts and ideas about Who He was and How He 
operated and What He thought about certain things- we must fashion 
those concepts based upon what is in Scripture.  Anything else is false. 

And the same thing is true about the Gospel of Grace.  Whatever 
you believe about how a man is saved or how God coverts the human 
soul- must come from Scripture without adding anything to it or taking 
anything away- because whatever you add or whatever you take away- 
changes it. 

Now the reason that I mention these three aspects- The Character 
and Nature of God; the Person of Jesus Christ; and the Gospel is 
because this is where all heresy comes from.  All false teaching deals 
with one or more of these three issues- because when you stop and 
think about it- these three issues are everything. 

If we have a wrong or untrue concept of the Character and Nature 
of God or if we do not understand Who Jesus was and is; or if we do not 
understand how to be saved- then what else matters? 
 Let me tell you just how important all this is.  Read with me 1John 
2:22&23: 
 
22 Who is the liar but the one who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the 
antichrist, the one who denies the Father and the Son.  
23 Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father; the one who confesses 
the Son has the Father also.  
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John says here in verse 22 that anyone who denies that Jesus of 
Nazareth is the Christ is a liar and an antichrist.  Now that is a 
powerful statement from this Apostle.  This is the same thing as saying 
that these people are evil; that they are unsaved; and that they are 
fighting against Jesus. 

Now look closely at the word, “denies”.  This word has the 
connotation of belief, or of rejection of belief.  In other words- John is 
saying here that if anyone rejects the concept that this man who was 
born of Marty and who grew up in Nazareth was in fact the Messiah; if 
anyone rejects the concept that this man was the chosen and anointed 
One that all the prophets said was coming and upon who the Salvation 
of all men rests- if anyone rejects that concept- they are antichrist. 

So, in order to believe that Jesus is the Christ; in order to believe 
that Jesus is that Man- that requires a lot of understanding about a lot 
of things.  For you to believe this- you have to understand just what the 
concept of a Jewish Messiah and the Christ was all about; you also have 
to comprehend something about Jesus’ life, ministry, death, 
Resurrection, and Ascension.  You also have to have some working 
knowledge of what the Old Testament prophets spoke about before you 
could in truth say that you believe that Jesus is the Christ. 

So where can you go to find the answers to those questions?  The 
Scriptures. 

And John says in verse 23 that if you deny or reject Jesus- and 
once again, this word has the connotation about what you believe- so 
what John is saying here is that if you reject anything that the Bible 
reveals about Jesus- you have also rejected God.  But if you 
acknowledge or accept or believe what the Bible says about Jesus- then 
John says that you have the Father also. 

Now why is that?  Because Jesus was God.  But how could that 
be?  I mean Jesus was born- how is God born?  Jesus grew- how does 
God grow; Jesus wept- how does God weep; Jesus got hungry and was 
taken and beaten – how does any human do that to God?  And Jesus 
died- but how does a man kill God?  This is why we need to know what 
God reveals about Jesus in Scripture.  But we need all that the 
Scripture says about Jesus- not just part. 

You see, if all that you know about Jesus or if all that you read 
about Jesus are those verses which speak about the humanity of Jesus- 
then you will get an understanding of Jesus that is incomplete and 
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therefore wrong.  This is the mistake that heretics have made all 
throughout the centuries as they accept his Humanity but deny the 
Deity of Jesus Christ. 

Conversely, if all that you know about Jesus are those verses 
which deal only with His Deity, and you do not comprehend His 
humanity- then your understanding about Jesus is also incomplete and 
therefore wrong.  Heretics have done this also. 

So, John is teaching us here that we need to know what the 
Scriptures say and then form our concepts about these difficult issues 
on that rather than use our own human wisdom to develop what we 
believe. 

Well, I have to stop right here, but please join me on the next 
broadcast as we continue our journey through the Epistle of 1John.  May 
God help us all. 
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The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.  Amen.  Be watchful and quicken your pace.  Soli Deo Gloria.  For the 
Glory of God alone. 


