
1 
 

Exposition of Romans       Sovereign Outreach 4 Grace 
SO4G – sermonaudio.com      3041 Terrance Blvd.                         
mgdouglas70@yahoo.com      Ashland, KY 41102 

 

Pastor, Douglas Salyer       October 31, 2018  

 

Romans 12:1-2 / 1 John 2:12-14 
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Introduction: 

     Open your Bibles to Romans chapter number twelve, I want to read these first two verses 
as a springboard, and then I want us to move right in to finish up this portion of the text from 
Romans 12. The Apostle Paul has opened up this section of application, and he has finished 
the section of theology by closing Romans 11 with doxology in verses 33 through 36. With 
praise and worship, Paul opens up Romans 12, with the statement of ‘wherefore’ or 
‘therefore.’ Paul is connecting everything that he has said up to this point with what he is 
about to say next.  
 
Romans 12:1-2 
 

1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 
 

2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that 
ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.1 
 

     To be transformed. I sure many of you remember the very common verse in 2 Corinthians 
5:17 – ‘Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; 
behold, all things have become new.’2 That is the transformation, that is the grace, that is Him 
working on you. You see my friend that is what grace does, Amen! Grace works on a person, 
grace, will help you to recognize. When you renew your mind with the Word of God, when 
you get this knowledge down deep inside of you, combined with God’s grace through His 
Spirit, it does a work on you. It will help you to recognize things a lot quicker than you use 
to.  
 
     When one begins to grow in the Word of God, you don’t live your life in conformity to the 
world. You will not allow the world influence you and people influence. Your way of thinking 
has been changed in this spiritual warfare that we are engaged in, because your mind has 
been renewed through the Word of God. You now have a different outlook, you have a 
different thought process. We are to let the Word of God guide us. 
__________________________________________ 
1 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 12:1-2. 
 

2 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible Publishers), 
2 Corinthians 5:17. 
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     It is not what we think, and please do not go off of your feelings. Do not go off of your 
emotions; yes I am guilty of that, and we all are. However, that is our flesh, our feelings our 
emotions, and these things come from our flesh and our flesh is fallen. 
 
     When the Word of God begins to cut at our sin, when it begins to cut at our flesh, it begins 
to cut at these things; it hurts us doesn’t it? Church we need to get this book, inside of us. Let 
it transform us, so that we can grow spiritually and be sanctified.  
 
John 17:19 
 

19 And for their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they also might be sanctified in truth.3  
 
      He previously said in John 17:17 - ‘Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.’ 4      
This is the absolute soul authority, there is no debating it. There is no questioning truth, you 
either submit to it or you reject it. However, if you have rejected part of it, you have rejected 
every bit of it. For it all goes together, every bit of it goes together. If you reject one little piece 
of this, you have rejected the entire infallibility, inspiration and the sufficiency of God’s Word. 
Are you being transformed, no if you reject the Word of God, you are being conformed to the 
world and the things of this present age. In that case you are being defeated in this spiritual 
warfare that we God’s people are engaged in. Furthermore, your spiritual growth has been 
retarded. Yes there are a lot of Christians that have retarded their own spiritual growth. They 
have done so much to be conformed to this world that their spiritual growth has literally 
stopped.  
 

     Jesus even gave us an example to two different levels of growth as John writes in chapter 
21: - ‘Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of Jonah, lovest thou Me more than these?” He said 
unto Him, “Yea, Lord; Thou knowest that I love Thee.” He said unto him, “Feed My lambs.” 16 He 
said to him again the second time, “Simon, son of Jonah, lovest thou Me?” He said unto Him, 
“Yea, Lord; Thou knowest that I love Thee.” He said unto him, “Feed My sheep.” 17 He said unto 
him the third time, “Simon, son of Jonah, lovest thou Me?” Peter was grieved because He said 
unto him the third time, “Lovest thou Me?” And he said unto Him, “Lord, Thou knowest all things. 
Thou knowest that I love Thee.” Jesus said unto him, “Feed My sheep.’5 Jesus gave us two levels 
here. No, He is not talking about how long they have been saved. That has nothing to do with 
the difference between Sheep and Lambs. That is speaking of the maturity of the believer in 
the Word of God, how much of this Bible you have in you.  
 

     This is taught throughout the Bible, different levels of spiritual growth. Little John even 
gives us examples in one of his epistles. The Apostle Paul speaks of three different kinds of 
people. The natural man, the carnal man, and the spiritual man. The natural man, is lost. The 
carnal man that Paul speaks of, is a saved man, but he is being led by his flesh, and being 
conformed to this world. The spiritual man, is the mature believer, being led by the Spirit.  
__________________________________________ 
3 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), John 17:19. 
 

4 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible Publishers), 
John 17:17. 
 

5 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), John 21:15b-17. 
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      ‘But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged by no man.’6 This is the 
man who has got into the Word of God, to transform his mind, by the renewing of it through 
and by the Word of God. 
 
     Now, let us review this a little; go back to 2 Corinthians 10; 
 
2 Corinthians 10:3-6 
 
3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: 
 

4 (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down 
of strong holds;) 
 

5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of 
God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; 
 

6 And having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled.7 
 
     The Lord Jesus, is instructing Paul here by way of the Holy Spirit, and Paul is writing 
stating that we are in a spiritual warfare. Your spiritual growth and how much you transform 
your mind through and by the Word of God. That is the Sword of the Spirit that is what the 
Book of Ephesians is talking about when it says, put on the whole armor of God that you may 
be able to stand. We have the shield of faith, the helmet of salvation, and the sword that we 
have is the Sword of the Spirt, which is the Word of God.  
 
     This is how we defeat these fortresses, this is how we defeat these strong-holds. This is 
how we pull down these ideologies, these false religions, this different way of thinking. In 
other words, we don’t conform to the world Church, we change the world.  This spiritual 
warfare, we are casting down imaginations and every high thing that exalts itself against the 
knowledge of God. Let me ask you this, does it upset you all when you hear false teaching. 
When you hear some crazy idea, that you know goes against the Bible? It bothers me, I get 
hot! It truly bothers me, because I’ve been made to know true. 
 
     Every time I hear such an idea, or a thought that goes against the true knowledge of God, 
I attempt to tear down those fortresses, I attempt to tear down those strongholds.  Because 
those speculations, those opinions, those philosophies, those ideologies go against the 
knowledge of God. I am to free those people with truth out of that way of thinking in this 
spiritual warfare and I am to bring them into the knowledge of the true Sovereign God of 
Bible. Release them of their captivity in the bondage of sin through and by the power of 
gospel, and through training, knowledge in the Word of God, bring them into the captivity of 
Christ, unto the very obedience of Him and Him alone. 
 
__________________________________________ 
6 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), 2 Corinthians 2:15. 
 

7 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible Publishers), 
2 Corinthians 10:3-6. 
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     This is the spiritual warfare that we are in, and the only way we can do this is through the 
Sword of Spirit, the Word of God and through renewing our mind. Turn over to Hebrews 
chapter five. Church the transforming of our mind is important. Be ye transformed, Paul says, 
by the renewing of your mind, to prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of 
God. 
 
     The writer of Hebrews is speaking of spiritual growth here, he is speaking of levels of 
growth in this spiritual warfare that we are fighting: 
 
Hebrews 5:11 
 

11 Of whom we have many things to say, and hard to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing. 8 
 
     Who is the whom there, that the writer is speaking of? Well who has the writing been 
speaking of for the last 4 ½ chapters? He has been speaking of He, that is better than. He is 
better than the angels, He is better than the Law, He is better than the prophets, He is better 
than the priest, He is even better than Melchisedec. He is speaking of Jesus. ‘Of whom we 
have many things to say,’ he is saying here, oh, there is so much more about the Messiah. 
There is so much more about the King, there is so much more about the Master that I want 
to tell you; and hard to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing. 
 
     Why are they dull of hearing? Because they are still babes. Peter, feed my sheep; but feed 
my lambs also. Do you know why we must feed the lambs? Because if we do not feed the 
lambs they will never grow up to be sheep. When we fail to teach and train the lambs, they 
will never grow up to become sheep. They will stay a lamb their whole life. Peter, feed my 
lambs, Peter, feed my sheep. Oh there is so much more about Him that I wanted to tell you, 
but you are dull of hearing. 
 
Hebrews 5:12-13 
 
12 For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which 
be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not 
of strong meat. 
 

13 For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe.9 
 
     You see here my friend, there are different levels of spiritual growth. Just like there are 
different levels of practical sanctification. Listen to me Church, we do not need to put our 
babes on the front line, Amen! You don’t send the lambs the slaughter, you put your strong 
ones up and out front. We have to train these young ones, we must train these babes. There 
are some of you even in this church that has been saved 30 and 40 years that still need to be 
trained, because you are still on the milk.  
 
 
__________________________________________ 
8 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible Publishers), 
Hebrews 5:11. 
 
9 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Hebrews 5:12-13. 
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Hebrews 5:13-14a 
 
13 For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe. 
 

14 But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age,10 
 
     This statement full of age, is not speaking of literal age. I will show this through another 
text in the Scripture. Full of age, meaning in time, maturity and duration in the Word of God.  
 
Hebrews 5:14 
 
14 But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have 
their senses exercised to discern both good and evil. 11 
 
     Praise God for the renewing of our mind and our spirit to prove that which is holy, and 
perfect, and acceptable unto God. Thank God for spiritual growth, thank God for 
sanctification in the Truth. Thank God that we learn and grow, because when you go beyond 
being a child, when you go beyond being a lamb, and go beyond being just a babe. You have 
the Word of God, and have matured with knowledge rich, inside of you. Deep inside of you, 
where you know truth, you can spot these things because you are on strong meat now.  
 
     We can see and identify things now that we were unable to before. Things are a lot clearer 
now. Why is that? Because we have renewed our minds through and by the Word of God, and 
we have spiritually grown and gone beyond the level of just childhood. We have gone beyond 
the level of just being a babe. Now that we have grown and stepped out to apply the Word of 
God to exercise and discern that which is good from evil. We have grown.  
 
     I hope that you have experienced this in your Christian life, because this is part of that 
spiritual war that we are in. If we retard our growth and our sanctification, we will stay 
babes, we will stay lambs and we will never grow. Yes, my friend there are indeed different 
levels in this process. It is therefore our duty, it is therefore, only logical that a true believer 
fulfill the imperative found in Romans 12:1-2. 
 
     Now I have one more text for you. Turn to 1 John, chapter number two. 1 John, chapter 
number two and I want you to look at verse number twelve. Remember now, this is the same 
John that wrote the Gospel of John, and in that he recorded the words of Christ when He said 
in John 17:19, ‘And for their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they also may be sanctified by the 
truth.’12 

 
__________________________________________ 
10 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Hebrews 5:13-
14a.  
 
11 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible 
Publishers), Hebrews 5:14. 
 
12 New King James Version, New King James Version Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing - Harper Collins, 
2012), John 17:19. 
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 This is a really stunning statement coming from Jesus, but when you begin to study the Word 
of God it is absolutely clear about what He is saying where. Jesus said to His omniscient holy 
Father, without a hint of hesitation – I sanctify Myself. There are three Greek words used 
there, ἐγὼ  ἁγιάζω  ἐμαυτόν; in the Greek – Ego hagiazo emauton.13 The emphatic use of 
those pronouns denotes a continuing work of sanctification. It carries with it continuity, 
which is to say that He (the Lord Jesus) is always and continually sanctifying Himself. In the 
sense, He is always separating Himself from sin.  As a matter of fact, the Bible says that He is 
holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens. He is 
seated at the right hand of majesty right now, and He is still being sanctified. In the sense He 
is always separating Himself from sin.    
 
     The Lord Jesus is constantly separating Himself from sin. He sustains His own holiness 
even though while on this earth He was relentlessly tempted in all points as we are. He said 
unto His Father, ‘for their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they themselves also may be sanctified in 
truth.14 Jesus wants you to grow beyond just being a babe. He wants you to go beyond using 
milk. He wants you to go beyond just being a lamb. He wants you to develop into a sheep, 
and He does not want you to stay a child your entire Christian walk. 
 
1 John 2:12 
 
12 I write unto you, little children, because your sins are forgiven you for his name's sake.15 
 
     Now let me explain something; the Apostle John said ‘little children.’ That is the Greek 
word ‘teknia’.16 This word is not referring to age, it refers to one who is an off spring, age has 
absolutely nothing to do with this term. He is saying that you are the Children of God, the off 
spring of God. ‘Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His 
abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead,’17 by His own will. We are His children.  
 
     It was not by our will or works by which we were redeemed. It was not by our 
righteousness. He redeemed us unto Himself by His own will He hath begotten us again unto 
a lively hope. He has given us a divine nature and we are His children, ‘teknion’ and our age 
has nothing to do with it. He is writing unto us, His little children, because our sins are 
forgiven. For His name’s sake. You see He is the one that completed the work.  
__________________________________________ 
13 James Strong, LLD, STD., “Greek Dictionary Appendix.” The New Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible. ἐγὼ  
ἁγιάζω  ἐμαυτόν (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2010). 
 
14 New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013), 
John 17:19. 
 
15 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible 
Publishers), 1 John 2:12. 
 
16 NOTE: 5040 / 5043 Teknion an off spring, little child, someone deeply loved (endeared). James Strong, LLD, STD., 
“Greek Dictionary Appendix.” The New Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible. 5040 – teknia, τεκνία 
(Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2010). 
 
17 New King James Version, New King James Version Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing - Harper Collins, 
2012), 1 Peter 1:3. 
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     Now that you have been made to know this, through and by the Mercies of God, through 
Romans chapter one through eleven. Now Paul says to us: ‘I beseech you therefore, brethren, 
by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, 
which is your reasonable service.  And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by 
the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, 
will of God.18 
 

     The Apostle Paul is giving a command that we be transformed, be scantified, to grow up. 
How are we transformed? Get out there, get on the front line, bear your own burdens and 
help others to bear theirs. How is it we do all this? By the renewing of our minds in the Word 
of God. If we have been redeemed and we know this. It is only logical that we do this. Now 
look at verse 13, and we will see how the Apostle John breaks this down by talking to all the 
‘teknions’, however, John has grouped these teknions into three different categories. 
 
1 John 2:13 
 

13 I write unto you, fathers, because ye have known him that is from the beginning. I write unto 
you, young men, because ye have overcome the wicked one. I write unto you, little children, 
because ye have known the Father.19 
 
     I want you to notice there in that last group, John says, little children. Now this is a 
different Greek word that was used in verse 12. That word is not Teknion, this word means 
a babe, a young child. That lamb, that babe. So we have here, John writing unto fathers, and 
we see that he is writing unto young men. However, he is also writing unto the little children. 
 
1 John 2:14 
 

14 I have written unto you, fathers, because ye have known him that is from the beginning. I 
have written unto you, young men, because ye are strong, and the word of God abideth in you, 
and ye have overcome the wicked one.20 
 
     Has not the Apostle John just shown us three levels of spiritual growth right there? We 
have gone beyond just babes and children, we’ve gone beyond just lambs and sheep. John is 
saying here to all of God’s ‘Teknions’, all of God’s little children, all of God’s off spring. John is 
saying unto all them; the lambs, the little children, the young men and women, along with 
the older fathers and mothers; yet their age has nothing to do with it. It is their exposure, 
maturity and application of the Word of God, this is what puts you in that category.  
 

     These little children here they know the Father. They don’t know a lot but bless God, they 
know that they are saved. They know that they have been redeemed, they are brought with 
a price and they are not their own. They trust in daddy. They have been passed from death 
unto life, and they have that Spirit of adoption, whereby they cry, Abba’ Father. They call Him 
daddy with that childlike faith. They are just babes and still on the milk 
__________________________________________ 

18 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 12:1-2.  
 
19 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible 
Publishers), 1 John 2:13. 
 
20 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), 1 John 2:14.  
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     Now what are we going to do with them. Because if we don’t teach and train them. If they 
are not taught to fulfill their human responsibility to have their mind renewed, they will stay 
as a babe. 
 
     Look what else John teaches us here about the levels of spiritual growth. 1 John 2:13b ‘I 
write unto you, young men, because ye have overcome the wicked one.’21 Now, look at verse 14 
in the middle of the verse. ‘I have written unto you, young men, because ye are strong, and the 
word of God abideth in you, and ye have overcome the wicked one.’ 22 
 
     Do you see how John brings out the different levels of spiritual growth? There is difference 
in being just a child have having knowledge of the Father. Being an off spring of God and 
having faith and then moving into another category into being a young man or a young 
woman. They that have had their minds renewed in the Word of God and want to go deeper 
and further with the knowledge of God.  
 
     We must be careful because of our own pride in our theology. Knowledge puffs up and we 
need to stand guard against our own pride. We have a tendency to rare back and declare, I 
know that I have overcome the wicked one. I know what this book says, and I know these 
glorious doctrines. We get puffed up in our pride and we are ready to go out and fight. Ready 
to fight the war, to pull down the strong holds, ready to pull down the fortresses. We are 
ready to stomp and crush and smash the opinions and speculations that go against the 
knowledge of God. And to bring into captivity every thought unto the obedience of Christ.  
 
     Be very, very careful, because in this state, the believer knows that they have overcome 
the wicked one, yet it is still all about their own knowledge. It is all about what we know, in 
this state we get aggressive. Yet, often times when we do get aggressive we don’t get 
aggressive in love. We can wound through the Word in love, and it will do far more than if 
you just go out and hurt someone’s feelings aggressively. These are these young men that 
John is talking to here, but do you see they are growing.  
 
     Yes my friend, we go beyond being little children; young babes, little lambs, and we move 
into being more mature into being young men and young women. This growth takes place as 
we renew our minds through and by the Word of God, we have exercised our faith, and we 
have exercised our senses through and by the Word of God to discern that which good and 
evil. We are on fire, we feel like we can go out and change the world. We want to attack the 
strongholds and fortresses all by ourselves. What we should do is to look to the fathers and 
mothers, because they were where we were once. They have grown beyond this stage and 
now they are in another stage. 
 
     The young men and women are strong yet they still must grow. They will not be deceived 
with false doctrines and swayed in their faith. Do you know who will be swayed by false 
teachings and false doctrine?    
 
__________________________________________ 

21 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), 1 John 2:13b. 
 
22 Ibid., 1 John 2:14b-c. 
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     ‘No longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of 
doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes.’23 
 
     Satan does not deceive the fathers and mothers. He does not deceive the young men and 
young women. He deceives the babes, the lambs, the little children. Those that have not 
grown much yet, they just know enough to know that they are saved. They have not gotten 
into the Word and they are still on the milk. 
 
     Now John writes to another group of people here. Church, this is our spiritual growth. This 
is the practical application of Romans 12:2. To be ye, transformed by the renewing of your 
mind and if you not do this through and by the Word of God you will stay a babe, you will 
stay a lamb, you will stay a young child. You will not grow strong, nor will you have the 
assurance to know that I have overcome the wicked one and this world.  We know these 
things through God’s Word, and through maturity and growth.  
 
     ‘For whatsoever is begotten of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that hath 
overcome the world, even our faith. And who is he that overcometh the world, but he that 
believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?’24 So everyone that is born of God, has overcome, Amen. 
Just how is one born of God? It is not of flesh and blood,25 but by His will.26, 27 This is the new 
birth, this is the work of regeneration, and all this is completely a work of God. When one has 
their mind renewed and beings to grow in the Word of God, they know this. They draw 
strength from this, because it is all purposed according to God’s Sovereign plan. Not man’s 
will, but God’s will, even in the salvation of sinners. 
__________________________________________ 
23 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
Ephesians 4:14. 
 
24 American Standard Version, ASV Study Bible, (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1929), 1 John 5:4-5. 
 
25 NOTE: Regeneration is not a work of man, however, performed by the divine will and Sovereign act of God. ‘But 
to as many as did receive and welcome Him, He gave the right [the authority, the privilege] to become children of 
God, that is, to those who believe in (adhere to, trust in, and rely on) His name— 13 who were born, not of blood 
[natural conception], nor of the will of the flesh [physical impulse], nor of the will of man [that of a natural father], 
but of God [that is, a divine and supernatural birth—they are born of God—spiritually transformed, renewed, 
sanctified].’ Amplified Bible, AMP Bible, (La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation, Zondervan, 2015), John 1:12-13. 
 
26 NOTE: Monergism – the work of God alone in salvation. “The art and science of biblical interpretation firmly 
establish unconditional election and the correlative truth of monergism. The Reformed position’s strength is 
exegesis — the interpretation of the text in light of its grammar, syntax, and context. The doctrine is proved by (1) 
the direct statements of Scripture; (2) the teaching of the Bible concerning the incapacity of man to do anything that 
is pleasing to God without God’s first freeing the sinner from the bonds of death; and (3) the teaching of those 
passages that combine these two truths into an undeniable whole.” Dr. James White (2009) A Defense of Monergism: 
Christian Research Institute, Article ID: DD802-1: accessed September 11, 2012. 
http://www.equip.org/articles/monergism-a-defense-of-monergism/. 
 
27 NOTE: Regeneration “Special act of God in which the recipient is passive. God alone awakens the person spiritually 
through the power of His Holy Spirit. Both the OT and NT also speak of the renewing of the individual. In a technical 
sense the act of regeneration takes place at the moment of conversion as the individual is spiritually awakened.” 
Drumm, S., Regeneration: Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary , Ed. C. Brand, C. Draper, A. England, S. Bond, E. R. 
Clendenen, & T. C. Butler, (Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers, 2003), 1371–1372. 

http://www.equip.org/articles/monergism-a-defense-of-monergism/
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     The Apostle Paul tells us from Romans 9: ‘So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him 
that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy.’28 Praise God, He is in charge, He is Sovereign, 
and I have been made to know this. I have overcome the wicked one and I have grown. 
However, John is writing to a third group of people here.  
 

1 John 2:13 
 

13 I write unto you, fathers, because ye have known him that is from the beginning.29 
 
     Now I want you to look down in verse number fourteen. ‘I have written unto you, fathers, 
because ye have known him that is from the beginning.’ 30 Of course this verse in its context 
applies to mothers as well also. John is not speaking to the children here, the little lambs, he 
has gone beyond that. He is not talking to the young men and women, who have exercised 
their faith through and by the Word of God; and are strong in the Word of God to know that 
they have overcome the wicked one. Yet, they glory in their knowledge, they glory in their 
wisdom, yes they glory in their own theology.  
 
     John is writing to a group of people that have moved beyond this stage unto a group of 
people that know these things, yet their hearts delight is not in their knowledge. The hearts 
delight of the fathers and mothers is not in their doctrine, or their theology. Because they 
have come to the point to realize that their doctrine is not what saves them. It is not your 
theology that saves you. When you have grown in this spiritual journey in your practical 
sanctification beyond the stage of children, beyond the stage of just young men and young 
women and you have moved into the maturity state of the fathers and mothers. You know 
beyond a shadow of a doubt where your hearts delight is. That hearts delight becomes all 
about Him and Him alone.  
 
     You know these things, and you still exercise your faith. You still exercise the Word of God, 
you still discern good from evil, however, you don’t get puffed up in your pride and in your 
knowledge because of everything that you know. You are just puffed up in Christ, because 
it’s all about Him. You do not boast in yourself, or in your own strength; or in that knowledge 
within yourself knowing that I have overcome the evil one, the wicked one. No, but you 
delight, you boast, and you glory in Him. That is the difference and that my friend is spiritual 
growth. That is practical sanctification and application. It is all made possible through and 
by this Word. 
 
     Father, ‘Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.’31 John 17:19 ‘‘for their sakes 
I sanctify Myself, that they themselves also may be sanctified in truth.32 
__________________________________________ 

28 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 9:16. 
 
29 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible 
Publishers), 1 John 2:13a. 
 

30 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), 1 John 2:14a.  
 

31 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible 
Publishers), John 17:17. 
 

32 New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013), 
John 17:19. 
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     You say Brother Doug, we do not put our babes on the front line? No we don’t Church. 
What about the young men and women, those that know that they have overcome the wicked 
one. Do we put them on the front line? No we do not! In the front line of this spiritual warfare 
is not like the front lines of a modern day battle field. Do you know where the front line is in 
this spiritual warfare that we are in? Do you know and understand who needs to be leading 
on the front line of this spiritual warfare? The father and the mothers, at the throne of grace, 
on their knees, pouring their hearts out to God. The One that we trust in, the One that can 
move mountains. The One that can shape universes. The One who can call down the heavens, 
call down the thunder, call down the lightening.  
 
     Those that trust in Him, to maturity, who have exercised their faith. They know in whom 
their hearts delight is in. That is who needs to be on the front line of this spiritual warfare. 
You don’t send the young strong ones out to do tearing down of the fortresses and 
strongholds. You can sent them out, but you better make sure that a father or a mother is 
with them. Because these fathers and mothers are stronger than you think. They have been 
there, they have grown in the Word, exercised their faith to discern that which is good and 
evil. They have grown beyond that point.  
 
     Church, this spiritual warfare is serious. It starts with prayer and the Word of God. Casting 
down these imaginations, casting down these speculations, bringing them into captivity. The 
Apostle Paul, says, don’t you know this, all that I have told you from Romans chapter one 
through Romans chapter eleven. Now that you know all of these truths, be like the fathers, 
be like the mothers. Be like those that have known this and applied this in their life. Because 
know that you know these, the mercies of God you present your body, a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service and be not conformed to this world.   
 

     Let me read you this text in closing from Paul’s letter to the Church at Corinth: ‘For other 
foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if any man build upon 
this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; 13 Every man's work shall be 
made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall 
try every man's work of what sort it is. 14 If any man's work abide which he hath built 
thereupon,’33 
 

     Paul gives us six elements here that is laid upon the foundation which is Christ. The 
foundation of Christ through the gospel, the power of God unto salvation to whosoever 
believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. Now, what you do in your life, your spiritual 
growth, your practical sanctification, those are the building blocks that you begin to put upon 
the foundation of your salvation. One day, all of it will be made manifest, because it shall be 
revealed by fire. The Judge, Christ Jesus, which sits on the throne. His feet are as fine brass 
as it burns in a furnace. His hair is white like wool. Out of His mouth is a two edged sword 
and His eyes are as flames of fire. He will manifest and try all your works. 
 
 
__________________________________________ 

33 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), 1 Corinthians 3:11-
14a. 
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     Now, you have a foundation, you have gold, silver, precious stones and we begin to build. 
Being transformed by the renewing of our minds, to prove that which is good and acceptable 
unto God. What happens to the gold when it gets put into the fire? It becomes more precious 
because it is purified. What happens to silver and precious stones when they are tried by the 
fire? The same thing, they become purified. The impurities are taken out and removed. 
However, what happens to wood, hay and stubble when it is put into the fire? It is burned 
away and there is nothing left except the foundation.  
 
     The works are gone, but the foundation remains. You see my friend you can burn that 
foundation up. The Apostle Paul said, ‘For no one can lay any other foundation than what has 
been laid down. That foundation is Jesus Christ.’34 So Christ is the foundation, we being to build 
upon that foundation. The fire reveals our works and it tries our works. ‘Every man's work 
shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the 
fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is.’35 
 
     It doesn’t matter what sort of work it is; from the transforming by the renewing of your 
mind, to the conformity to this world. It will all come out in the end on that day. Every deed, 
every work, every thought that you had. Each and every word that you spoke will come out. 
Jesus will put your life on the big screen. You will not be able to hide anything then, because 
that fire shall try every man’s work of what sort it is. 
 
1 Corinthians 3:14 
 
14 If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward.36 
 
     A reward, listen to me; your Salvation is not a reward, Amen. Salvation is a gift, by the 
grace of God. Your sanctification, your spiritual growth, how your live your life and how that 
you conduct yourself in this spiritual warfare will determine your reward. Your salvation is 
but a gracious gift of God.  
 
1 Corinthians 3:14-15 
 
14 If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. 
 

15 If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as 
by fire.37 
 
     The same fire that judged their works, which is the foundation. It’s the same fire that saved 
them. Sadly enough, on that day there will be some that walk in to that pearly white city, still 
smelling like smoke from the Judgment Seat of Christ. 
__________________________________________ 

34 Holman Christian Standard Bible, HCSB. (Nashville: Holman Bible Publishers, 2009) 1 Corinthians 3:11. 
 
35 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), 1 Corinthians 3:11-
13. 
 
36 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible 
Publishers), 1 Corinthians 3:14. 
 
37 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), 1 Corinthians 3:14-
15. 
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     My friend, Salvation is a gift and once you’ve been made to know that. It is only logical that 
you ‘present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable 
service.’38 It is only logical, yes you will still wrestle, you will still fight and you will be 
stumble. But that you ‘be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing 
of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.’39 

 

     This is what God wants us to do. He is saying, don’t stay a babe. Once you grow out of 
childhood do not remain a young man. God is saying I want to sanctify you and set you apart 
for my glory. To set you apart from sin for you to grow old in the faith and to grow old in the 
Word of God. To be able to exercise that, to be able to discern good from evil.  
 
     Church, do not let this world change you one bit. No, but you let this book change you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 

38 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 12:1.  
 
39 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible 
Publishers), Romans 12:2. 
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