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[. Paul’s Trip To Jerusalem (v1 & 2)
A. The significance of excursions to Jerusalem.

Galatians 1:16-18 was pleased to reveal his Son
to me, in order that [ might preach him among
the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult with
anyone; 17 nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those
who were apostles before me, but I went away
into Arabia, and returned again to Damascus. 18
Then after three years [ went up to Jerusalem to
visit Cephas and remained with him fifteen days.
Acts 11:27-30 Now in these days prophets came
down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 28 And one of
them named Agabus stood up and foretold by the
Spirit that there would be a great famine over all
the world (this took place in the days of
Claudius). 29 So the disciples determined, every
one according to his ability, to send relief to the
brothers living in Judea. 30 And they did so,
sending it to the elders by the hand of Barnabas
and Saul.

Acts 15:1-3 But some men came down from
Judea and were teaching the brothers, “Unless
you are circumcised according to the custom of
Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2 And after Paul
and Barnabas had no small dissension and
debate with them, Paul and Barnabas and some
of the others were appointed to go up to
Jerusalem to the apostles and the elders about
this question. 3 So, being sent on their way by
the church, they passed through both Phoenicia
and Samaria, describing in detail the conversion
of the Gentiles, and brought great joy to all the
brothers.

Acts 13:1-4 Now there were in the church at
Antioch prophets and teachers, Barnabas,
Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene,
Manaen a lifelong friend of Herod the tetrarch,
and Saul. 2 While they were worshiping the Lord

and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me
Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have
called them.” 3 Then after fasting and praying
they laid their hands on them and sent them off.
4 So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went
down to Seleucia, and from there they sailed to
Cyprus.

B. The reason behind this trip.

Acts 15:1-3 But some men came down from
Judea and were teaching the brothers, “Unless
you are circumcised according to the custom of
Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2 And after Paul
and Barnabas had no small dissension and
debate with them, Paul and Barnabas and some
of the others were appointed to go up to
Jerusalem to the apostles and the elders about
this question. 3 So, being sent on their way by
the church, they passed through both Phoenicia
and Samaria, describing in detail the conversion
of the Gentiles, and brought great joy to all the
brothers.

Acts 15:4 When they came to Jerusalem, they
were welcomed by the church and the apostles
and the elders, and they declared all that God
had done with them.

[I. Paul’s Inclusion of His Friend, Titus (v3-5)
A. The place of Titus.

Acts 15:6-11 The apostles and the elders were
gathered together to consider this matter. 7 And
after there had been much debate, Peter stood
up and said to them, “Brothers, you know that in
the early days God made a choice among you,
that by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the
word of the gospel and believe. 8 And God, who
knows the heart, bore witness to them, by giving



them the Holy Spirit just as he did to us, 9 and he
made no distinction between us and them,
having cleansed their hearts by faith. 10 Now,
therefore, why are you putting God to the test by
placing a yoke on the neck of the disciples that
neither our fathers nor we have been able to
bear? 11 But we believe that we will be saved
through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they
will.”

Acts 16:1-3 Paul came also to Derbe and to
Lystra. A disciple was there, named Timothy, the
son of a Jewish woman who was a believer, but
his father was a Greek. 2 He was well spoken of
by the brothers at Lystra and Iconium. 3 Paul
wanted Timothy to accompany him, and he took
him and circumcised him because of the Jews
who were in those places, for they all knew that
his father was a Greek.

1 Corinthians 9:19-23 For though I am free from
all,  have made myself a servant to all, that |
might win more of them. 20 To the Jews I
became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those
under the law [ became as one under the law
(though not being myself under the law) that |
might win those under the law. 21 To those
outside the law I became as one outside the law
(not being outside the law of God but under the
law of Christ) that [ might win those outside the
law. 22 To the weak I became weak, that  might
win the weak. [ have become all things to all
people, that by all means [ might save some. 23 |
do it all for the sake of the gospel, that [ may
share with them in its blessings.

B. The liberty thieves.

1 Timothy 4:1-3 Now the Spirit expressly says
that in later times some will depart from the
faith by devoting themselves to deceitful spirits
and teachings of demons, 2 through the
insincerity of liars whose consciences are seared,
3 who forbid marriage and require abstinence
from foods that God created to be received with
thanksgiving by those who believe and know the
truth.

Galatians 5:2-4 Look: I, Paul, say to you that if
you accept circumcision, Christ will be of no
advantage to you. 3 I testify again to every man
who accepts circumcision that he is obligated to
keep the whole law. 4 You are severed from

Christ, you who would be justified by the law;
you have fallen away from grace.

2 Corinthians 1:24 Not that we lord it over your
faith, but we work with you for your joy, for you
stand firm in your faith.

2 Corinthians 3:16-18 But when one turns to the
Lord, the veil is removed. 17 Now the Lord is the
Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is
freedom. 18 And we all, with unveiled face,
beholding the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from one
degree of glory to another. For this comes from
the Lord who is the Spirit.

John 8:31 & 32 So Jesus said to the Jews who had
believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are
truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the
truth, and the truth will set you free.”

C. Freedom prevails.

Acts 15:13-21 After they finished speaking,
James replied, “Brothers, listen to me. 14 Simeon
has related how God first visited the Gentiles, to
take from them a people for his name. 15 And
with this the words of the prophets agree, just as
it is written, 16 “ ‘After this I will return, and I
will rebuild the tent of David that has fallen; I
will rebuild its ruins, and I will restore it, 17 that
the remnant of mankind may seek the Lord, and
all the Gentiles who are called by my name, says
the Lord, who makes these things 18 known
from of old.” 19 Therefore my judgment is that
we should not trouble those of the Gentiles who
turn to God, 20 but should write to them to
abstain from the things polluted by idols, and
from sexual immorality, and from what has been
strangled, and from blood. 21 For from ancient
generations Moses has had in every city those
who proclaim him, for he is read every Sabbath
in the synagogues.”

[II. Paul’s Authority (v6-9a)
A. The meeting with "the influential”.

1 Timothy 1:15 The saying is trustworthy and
deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus
came into the world to save sinners, of whom I
am the foremost.

1 Corinthians 15:9 For I am the least of the
apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle,
because I persecuted the church of God.



2 Corinthians 11:5 Indeed, I consider that [ am
not in the least inferior to these super-apostles.
Proverbs 24:6 for by wise guidance you can
wage your war, and in abundance of counselors
there is victory.

B. Confirmation from “the influential”.

Romans 10:1-4 Brothers, my heart’s desire and
prayer to God for them is that they may be saved.
2 For I bear them witness that they have a zeal
for God, but not according to knowledge. 3 For,
being ignorant of the righteousness of God, and
seeking to establish their own, they did not
submit to God'’s righteousness. 4 For Christ is the
end of the law for righteousness to everyone
who believes.

Acts 18:6 And when they opposed and reviled
him, he shook out his garments and said to them,
“Your blood be on your own heads! I am
innocent. From now on I will go to the Gentiles.”

[V. Paul’s Approval (v9b & 10)
A. The right hand of fellowship.

2 John 10 & 11 If anyone comes to you and does
not bring this teaching, do not receive him into
your house or give him any greeting, 11 for
whoever greets him takes part in his wicked
works.

1 Corinthians 3:9 For we are God’s fellow
workers. You are God’s field, God’s building.

1 Timothy 5:22 Do not be hasty in the laying on
of hands, nor take part in the sins of others; keep
yourself pure.

B. The lone request.

Acts 2:45 And they were selling their
possessions and belongings and distributing the
proceeds to all, as any had need.

1 John 3:17 But if anyone has the world’s goods
and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart
against him, how does God'’s love abide in him?
James 2:15 & 16 If a brother or sister is poorly
clothed and lacking in daily food, 16 and one of
you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and
filled,” without giving them the things needed for
the body, what good is that?

Acts 11:29 & 30 So the disciples determined,
every one according to his ability, to send relief

to the brothers living in Judea. 30 And they did
so, sending it to the elders by the hand of
Barnabas and Saul.

Romans 15:25 & 26 At present, however, [ am
going to Jerusalem bringing aid to the saints. 26
For Macedonia and Achaia have been pleased to
make some contribution for the poor among the
saints at Jerusalem.

1 Corinthians 16:1-4 Now concerning the
collection for the saints: as [ directed the
churches of Galatia, so you also are to do. 2 On
the first day of every week, each of you is to put
something aside and store it up, as he may
prosper, so that there will be no collecting when
I come. 3 And when I arrive, I will send those
whom you accredit by letter to carry your gift to
Jerusalem. 4 If it seems advisable that [ should go
also, they will accompany me.

2 Corinthians 8:1-6 We want you to know,
brothers, about the grace of God that has been
given among the churches of Macedonia, 2 for in
a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy
and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a
wealth of generosity on their part. 3 For they
gave according to their means, as I can testify,
and beyond their means, of their own accord, 4
begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part
in the relief of the saints— 5 and this, not as we
expected, but they gave themselves first to the
Lord and then by the will of God to us. 6
Accordingly, we urged Titus that as he had
started, so he should complete among you this
act of grace.

2 Corinthians 9:12 For the ministry of this
service is not only supplying the needs of the
saints but is also overflowing in many
thanksgivings to God.

Romans 15:27 For they were pleased to do it,
and indeed they owe it to them. For if the
Gentiles have come to share in their spiritual
blessings, they ought also to be of service to
them in material blessings.

1 Corinthians 13:7 Love bears all things, believes
all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
Galatians 5:13 For you were called to freedom,
brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an
opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve
one another.



