
“Our Arch Enemy – His Person” 

Ephesians 6:11-12 
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I’m supplying these notes for the benefit of busy pastors who may be engaged in bi-vocational work, feeling the pressure of preparing to preach  

twice on the Lord’s Day while trying to balance full-time secular work as well as caring for their families. While the notes of another man are no  

substitute for personal study, I pray that these may aid in the process of preparing to preach.  

 

Disclaimer: These are the actual notes I bring with me to the pulpit, which I follow loosely. They are not designed for publication. While I try to  

make every effort to give proper credit to my sources from the pulpit, adequate citations will sometimes be absent from my notes. If anyone feels  

their intellectual material has been used without adequate citation, please contact me and I’ll make immediate correction giving credit. 
 

 

1. As I pointed out last time, this passage describes the intense spiritual warfare that is 

consistent with the Christian experience. It is a fierce warfare that demands courageous 

warriors.  

2. In Verse 10 Paul describes the Christian approach to the spiritual war: 

Ephesians 6:10 NAU - "Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His 
might."  

 This is spiritual war. It demands a recognition of the war – that there are great unseen 

forces at war against us, as well as the weakness of our own human flesh.  

Abraham Kuyper – “If once the curtain were pulled back, and the spiritual world behind 

it came to view, it would expose to our spiritual vision a struggle so intense, so 

convulsive, sweeping everything within its range, that the fiercest battle ever fought on 

earth would seem, by comparison, a mere game.” 

3. Paul wants us to understand not only the war but also the source of our power as we go to 

battle. We do not fight in our own power but in the strength of His might.  

4. Now in Verses 11-12 Paul describes the chief enemy in this war.   

Ephesians 6:11 NAU - "Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to 
stand firm against the schemes of the devil."  

5. This morning we’ll begin to look at this enemy. It is essential for a good soldier to have a 

good understanding of the enemy. This is at the heart of this passage.  

 Modern man doesn’t believe in the spiritual realm. We’ve become too sophisticated to 

believe in the devil. And, sadly, many in the church also deny his existence or they 

underestimate his power. It is clear here that the Apostle Paul believed in the existence of 

Satan and knew of his power.  

6. In these verses Paul describes the enemy then he describes the armor and weaponry 

necessary to stand withstand his assaults. 

 Our great enemy is Satan or the devil. 

 Ephesians 6:11 NAU - "Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to 
 stand firm against the schemes of the devil."  
7. Paul describes three elements of this enemy: His Person, His Plan, and His Power. We’ll 

look at these one at a time over the next couple weeks.  

 This morning our focus will be upon his PERSON  
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I. Satan is a created being—he is a creature. This will be important was we look at the 

power of Satan. His power is greatly limited by his creaturehood.   

 A. The Bible doesn’t describe his actual creation 

  1. We don’t know when it occurred. 

   a. Genesis 1 only states “In the beginning God created” 

    It then goes on to describe the six days of creation 

   b. There is no warrant to presume an indeterminate period of time  

   between Genesis 1:1 and 1:2. There is a teaching called “The Gap  

   Theory” that says the chaos described in Verse 2 is the result of  

   the cosmic fall of Satan which resulted in the formless, dark deep 

    From this chaos God brought light and order  

c. It’s possible that “the beginning” in Verse 1 marks the beginning 

of time for us but that God had already brought the heavenly 

beings into existence. This seems consistent with the Book of Job 

that describes the angels as being already present at creation. 

Job 38:4-7 NAU - "Where were you when I laid the 
foundation of the earth? Tell Me, if you have understanding,  
5 Who set its measurements? Since you know. Or who 
stretched the line on it?  6 "On what were its bases sunk? Or 
who laid its cornerstone,  7 When the morning stars sang 
together And all the sons of God shouted for joy?"  

   d. What we do know is that by the time we get to Chapter 3 Satan is  

   present and he has already fallen into evil 

 2. Satan was created as one of the angels – a beautiful being 

  He was most likely an archangel like Michael in Jude 1:9 

  He was transformed from the beauty of holiness to the epitome of evil 

B. In his pride he fell from his state of holiness.  

 1. We must be continually on guard against this sin of pride. Paul described  

   it in the qualifications for pastor. 

1 Timothy 3:6 NAU - " and not a new convert, so that he will not 
become conceited and fall into the condemnation incurred by the 
devil."  

2. We can get a hint of Satan’s pride in God’s condemnation upon Babylon 

Isaiah 14:12-14 NAU - "How you have fallen from heaven, O star 
of the morning, son of the dawn! You have been cut down to the 
earth, You who have weakened the nations!  13 "But you said in 
your heart, 'I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the 
stars of God, And I will sit on the mount of assembly In the 
recesses of the north.  14 'I will ascend above the heights of the 
clouds; I will make myself like the Most High."  
a. The Hebrew word translated “star of the morning” in the NASB is 

translated Lucifer in the KJV.  

b. While the context puts the pride of Babylon at the center of God’s 

judgment, pride was also the sin that swallowed up Satan and 

fueled his rebellion against God.  
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II. Satan has become the epitome of evil -- But what was the origin of this evil. If God is a 

good God and created a good world where did evil come from? What is the origin of evil 

 A. This has been long debated – there are many views, most of which are in error.  

  Let me give you the most common. 

1. The atheist view - There is no such thing as good and evil. There is no 

God. All reality exists of itself. Good and evil are merely determinations 

of human invention. We determine what is good or evil, and it is ever 

changing. We know this is false. 

  2. Albert Einstein had a view – there is a cosmic power, an unknowable,  

   impersonal force that is above and beyond us and cannot be known by us.  

   This force launched everything in the universe but is transcendent and not  

   connected with creation. This force is beyond good and evil, unmoved and 

   untouched by it.  

We also know this is false. God is personal and relational and He is 

cognizant of good and evil.  

3. The illusion view - God is good and so everything is good. Evil doesn’t 

actually exist. You just think it exists. It is just an illusion because 

everything is good. This is the view of Christian Scientists.  

We also know this is false. Evil does exist; suffering does exist; sin does 

exist.  

  4. The view called “Process Theology” - God exists but is of limited power.  

   He is in the process of becoming. He is temporal, mutable, and passible.  

   Bad things happen because God is not yet able to prevent them.  

   We know this is false. God is omnipotent, eternal, and immutable. He  

   sovereignly reigns over His creation. He isn’t becoming. He is.  

  5. God created evil but He did it for good purposes.  

   This is also false. God is not the Author of sin. He did not create evil. 

 B. So where does evil come from? 

  1. God created everything good 

Genesis 1:31 NAU - "God saw all that He had made, and behold, it 
was very good."  
Habbakuk 1:13 NAU - "Your eyes are too pure to approve evil, 
And You can not look on wickedness with favor." 
1 John 1:5 NAU - "God is Light, and in Him there is no darkness at 
all."   

  2. God created men and angels with intelligence, reason, and choice. 

   a. We were created holy but we were created mutable. 

LBC 9:2 – “Of Free Will” – (Trinity Hymnal, Page 675) 

“Man, in his state of innocency, had freedom and power to will and 

to do that which was good and well-pleasing to God, but yet was 

mutable so that he might fall from it.” 

b.  Augustine said that pre-fall were “able to sin” and “able not to 

sin” 

c. Both angels and men had the choice either to obey God or not to 

obey God.  

 

 



4 

 

3. To disobey is to initiate evil. Evil is not the presence of something. Evil is 

the absence of righteousness. Evil doesn’t exist as a created reality. It is 

the absence of holiness and goodness.  

This means evil finds its origin when creatures chose to disobey God.  

4. Good comes forth from God because God is good. Evil cannot exist in this 

realm of perfection. God cannot be the cause of evil. Evil exists on the 

basis of the sinful choices of God’s creatures to turn away from His holy 

commands.  

5. When we sin we choose to sin. It is our fault. The sin is all ours. The evil 

is all ours.  

 LBC 5:4 – “Of Divine Providence” (Trinity Hymnal, Page 673) 

 “The almighty power, unsearchable wisdom, and infinite goodness of 

God, so far manifest themselves in His providence, that His determinate 

counsel extendeth itself even to the first fall, and all other sinful actions 

both of angels and men; and that not by a bare permission, which also He 

most wisely and powerfully boundeth, and otherwise ordereth and 

governeth, in a manifold dispensation to His most holy ends; yet so, as the 

sinfulness of their acts proceedeth only from the creatures, and not from 

God, who, being most holy and righteous, neither is nor can be the author 

or approver of sin” 

 LBC 6:1 – “Of the Fall of Man, Of Sin, and of the Punishment Thereof” 

  (Trinity Hymnal, Page 673) 

“Although God created man upright and perfect, and gave him a righteous 

law, which had been unto life had he kept it, and threatened death upon the 

breach thereof, yet he did not long abide in this honour; Satan using the 

subtlety of the serpent to seduce Eve, then by her seducing Adam, who, 

without any compulsion, did willfully transgress the law of their creation 

and the command given to them, in eating the forbidden fruit, which God 

was pleased, according to His wise and holy counsel to permit, having 

purposed to order it to His own glory.” 

  6. Why did God permit evil? Why does God allow Satan to exist? 

a. One, for the salvation of sinners so that He might display His grace 

and mercy and forgiveness in salvation. 

b. Two, so that He might display His wrath. So that He might 

demonstrate His anger upon sin. 

c. Third, so that he might forever destroy it. So that He might forever 

destroy the potential for sin.  

As Augustine puts it, in eternity we will able not to sin and unable 

to sin. 

 C. And so evil finds its great display in Satan. He is arch evil 

1. He chose to sin. He wanted the power of God and chose to rebel against 

God. When he fell he deceived a third of the angels and they fell with him. 

They were cast away from the presence of God 

Revelation 12:9 NAU - "And the great dragon was thrown down, 
the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives 
the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels 
were thrown down with him."  
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2. Satan is evil. There is no good in him. There will be no mercy for him. As  

  we will see next time Satan work is to undermine the holiness of God.  

3. We know the beginning of Satan and we know his end. God has prepared 

a place for him.  

Revelation 20:1-3 NAU - "Then I saw an angel coming down from 
heaven, holding the key of the abyss and a great chain in his hand.  2 
And he laid hold of the dragon, the serpent of old, who is the devil and 
Satan, and bound him for a thousand years;  3 and he threw him into 
the abyss, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he would not 
deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were 
completed; after these things he must be released for a short time."  
Revelation 20:10 NAU - "And the devil who deceived them was 
thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the 
false prophet are also; and they will be tormented day and night 
forever and ever."  
Matthew 25:41 NAU - "Then He will also say to those on His left, 
'Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has 
been prepared for the devil and his angels"  

 

II. Paul calls him “the devil”  

 A. The devil also has a proper name – Satan - Σατανᾶς  
1. The word literally means “adversary” 

2. His name implies that he is our enemy, our foe. In fact, he is our arch 

enemy. His terrible malevolence is directed against God and His people. 

He wants to defile us. He wants to tempt us to treason against God. 

 B. But there are also generic names for Satan 

  1. Here Paul uses his generic name – the devil 

   a. διάβολος – slanderer, false accuser 

    This describes his character.  

b. He schemes against us with his accusations, with lies and deceits. 

He slanders us and tempts us to abandon God.  

John 8:44 NAU - "You are of your father the devil, and you 
want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from 
the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is 
no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his 
own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies."  

2. This also describes his work in the garden where he is referred to as the 

serpent. He was in the garden calling into question God’s Word and authority. 

Genesis 3:1 NAU - "Now the serpent was more crafty than any 
beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said to 
the woman, "Indeed, has God said, 'You shall not eat from any tree 
of the garden '?"  
Genesis 3:4-5 NAU - " The serpent said to the woman, "You surely 
will not die!  5 "For God knows that in the day you eat from it your eyes 
will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil."  
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3. It is interesting that this name is used to describe anyone who slanders 

others through gossip.  

2 Timothy 3:2-4 NAU - "For men will be lovers of self, lovers of 
money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, 
ungrateful, unholy,  3 unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, 
without self-control, brutal, haters of good,  4 treacherous, reckless, 
conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God"  

4. He is also describes using the terms dragon and serpent to describe how 

cunning and diabolical he is. We find all four of his names in Revelation 12 

Revelation 12:9 NAU - " And the great dragon was thrown down, 
the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives 
the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels 
were thrown down with him."  

 

Conclusion: 
1. This is our arch enemy. Our enemy is great and relentless. The Bible describes him as the 

most subtle and cunning creature ever created. Most of the time you don’t even discern 

him at work. How many times is your tongue his dagger, deadly poison from the gates of 

hell?  

James 3:6 NAU -  "And the tongue is a fire, the very world of iniquity; the tongue 
is set among our members as that which defiles the entire body, and sets on fire 
the course of our life, and is set on fire by hell."  
It demands being spiritually aware. It demands vigilance.  

 Do you recognize his temptations?  

2. God has not left us without the necessary tools to overcome his attacks. 

Ephesians 6:10-11 NAU - "Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of 
His might.  11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm 
against the schemes of the devil."  

3. Our greatest defense against temptation is our love for Christ.  

Romans 13:14 NAU - " But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision 
for the flesh in regard to its lusts."  
James 1:12 NAU - " Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he 
has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised 
to those who love Him."  

4. This is why Paul maintains the centrality of Christ throughout his description of the 

Christian life. Everything we do has an eye upon Christ – as to the Lord. And so now 

Paul commands us, “Be strong in the Lord.” 
5. It also demands spiritual discernment. This can only come as our minds are transformed 

by God’s Word. It only comes as our lives are lived under the power of the Holy Spirit.  

 Notice: Verse 17 the Word of God is called the Sword of the Spirit 

  Verse 18 we are to pray in the Spirit 

6. The life that stands successfully against the adversary is a life in love with Christ and 

empowered by the Holy Spirit.  

Ephesians 6:10 NAU -  "Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His 
might."  

  


