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Godly W sdom

James 3:13

Prayer: Father, we do praise you and thank you for the in credible
gift of your son, we thank you for the gift of the incarnation, for
what a blessing it is, for what a hope it is. Lord , wWe are without
your son, absolutely hopeless. And Father, we than k you for that
gift. We thank you also, Lord, for the gift of you r word which we
celebrate this morning and celebrate right now by o pening it up,
looking into it, asking for the presence of your Ho ly Spirit to
guide us as we once again look into your word. May you give us the
ability to see it, to understand it, to hear it, an d most
importantly, to make it a permanent part of our liv es. We pray

this in Jesus' name. Amen.

Well, our text this morning is James 3:13. James 3 :13: Who is

wi se and understandi ng among you? By his good conduct |et him show
his works in the meekness of wi sdom James loves to ask rhetorical
guestions. Those are questions that he doesn't exp ect to get an

answer to. And James is not looking for a show of hands when he

asks the question who is wise and understanding amo ng you. Now,



some commentaries suggest that James is addressing this question to
the same people that he opened up the chapter with when he said in
James 3:1: Not many of you shoul d becone teachers, ny brothers,
for you know t hat we who teach will be judged with greater

strictness. James followed up that admonition with a lengthy

description of all the damage that the tongue can d o, and we looked
at that last week. And it could well be that he's directing his
comments specifically at teachers who do use their tongues far more
than most, and what he is looking for in teachers o f God's word is
something far more important than mere knowledge. It is wisdom

that James is after here. And like his discussion about the

tongue, this is not the first time James is discuss ing the topic of
wisdom. In James 1:5, he said this: | f any of you |l acks wi sdom

| et himask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and

it will be given him

So what is it that God is willing to give if we wou Id just ask

him? Well, | pointed out last time that many folks confuse wisdom
with intelligence, and they are not one and the sam e. | pointed

out that biblical wisdom is not the ability or the intelligence to
do well at Jeopardy even if the topic is Bible vers es. It's not

just the accumulation of knowledge about things bib lical even
though the Bible is our source of biblical wisdom. You often heard

me use the simple two-word definition of what bibli cal wisdom



really is, but even that needs some further explana
describe wisdom as skillful living. J. |. Packer d
way. He says: "Wisdom is the power to see, and th
choose, the best and highest goal, together with th
of attaining it. Wisdom is, in fact the practical

goodness. As such, itis found in its fullness onl

This is the power that God offers to us through wis
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all of those things with or without wisdom. It was
Schaeffer who made the claim that there are no litt
kingdom of God. And what he meant was that since G
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our faithfulness, well that by that criterion, a wi
hamburger flipper is far more pleasing to God than

physician.
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little book written by Brother Lawrence in the 1600
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book that's been recommended by such luminaries as
A. W. Tozer. You see, Brother Lawrence was a man o
but he was also an uneducated dishwasher who worked
He just practiced the genuine godly wisdom that God
given to him, and it's a wisdom available to any of

the asking. And five centuries later, people are s

blessed with the wisdom of a dishwasher.

So what do we mean by that exclusive illusive word
it's something that everybody wants but few people
finger on. | said last time that wisdom, wisdom is
perceive the word, the world, and the kingdom of Go
supernatural ability. It's the ability to connect
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that each one of us was at one time or another equa Illy as foolish.

And so we apply our understanding of the kingdom to the way we give
people the knowledge of the kingdom, and God calls that wisdom.

God describes it this way in 1 Corinthians 1:21. H e says this, he
says: For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wi sdom

did not know him God was pleased through the foolishness of what

was preached to save those who believe.

Now, if you're starting to think well this wisdom i s getting awful
complicated, understand that it's not, it's not rea lly. What makes

it seem complicated is our upside down notions of w hat wisdom

actually is. And God really takes those apartin 1 Corinthians

1:19, he says this, he says: For it is witten: "I will destroy
the wi sdom of the wise; the intelligence of the intelligent | will
frustrate."” \Where is the wi se person? Wiere is the teacher of the

| aw? Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not God made

foolish the wisdom of the worl d?

Now in our text this morning, James is asking almos t the exact same
guestion but he's not asking it of the world like G od is. He's
asking it instead of believers. James 3:13: Who is wi se and

under st andi ng among you? It's a rhetorical question but it's one
that James gives the answer to. He says, by his good conduct | et

him show his works in the meekness of wi sdom



Now it's interesting that James chooses to frame th
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The meekness of wisdom in Jesus was defined not onl
on the cross for us but also, also by his life and
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wanted to have just the right answer but also becau
be able to slice and dice anyone who got in my way.
new believer, | had remarkable success in sharing t
there was no meekness of wisdom in my approach. In
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half that size. You see, God in his mercy was show

had pseudo wisdom. | didn't have the real stuff.

pseudo wisdom that James describes in James 3:14-18

ing me that |
| had the very

He says this:

But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish anmbition in your

hearts, do not boast and be false to the truth.

wi sdom t hat comes down from above, but is earthly,

denoni c.

Now, | tell you | had that wisdom to let you know t
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are speaking God's truth that the enemy is far more
what we have to say than in what any other common ¢
might offer. Now, remember this whole discussion t
having about genuine wisdom is not directed at anyb
believers. | mean, God's own disciples were guilty
same earthly wisdom that revealed itself on the nig
was crucified. | mean, consider after three years
contact with Wisdom personified in Jesus Christ, th
the very last night that Jesus spent on earth fight

would be the greatest in his new earthly kingdom.

You know, folks are always shocked, they're always
men and ministries fail but they shouldn't be. I m

the devil is not stupid. He knows that the most st
battlefronts are the places where God's truth is go
James is speaking believers here and they and we bo
from something that smacks of obvious evil, but the
more clever than that. You see, the devil can cloa
jealousy and selfish ambition in the loftiest of sp

and make the whole enterprise seem God glorifying w
anything but. James' warning about demonic wisdom
appropriate, because wherever God's kingdom is adva
be certain that the enemy is right there trying to
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uninvited guest at the last supper, and he had infi Itrated even the

most private of meetings that Jesus had with his di sciples. Peter
learned that the hard way. Peter's greatest expres sion of
spiritual wisdom came very shortly before he receiv ed the greatest
personal rebuke he could ever receive from his Lord . Right after
Peter identifies Jesus as the Christ, Jesus told hi m this in
Matthew 16. He said: "Bl essed are you, Sinmon Bar-Jonah! For

flesh and bl ood has not revealed this to you, but ny Father who is
in heaven. And | tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will
build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail agai nst
it. Il will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and

what ever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever

you | oose on earth shall be | oosed in heaven. You can make the

case that in all the annals of humankind, this may be one of the
greatest attaboys that was ever given. It was give n by the Lord
Jesus Christ. But then we go on. In verse 20 it s ays: Then he

strictly charged the disciples to tell no one that he was the

Chri st. From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he
must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things fromthe elders and
chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be
rai sed. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him saying,
"Far be it fromyou, Lord! This shall never happen to you." But
he turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! You are a

hi ndrance to me, for you are not setting your mnd on the things of



God, but on the things of man."

Peter had just expressed a classic example of demon ic wisdom. And
you know, at first blush Peter's protest seems comp letely
reasonable. | mean his Lord, his Christ has just t old him he's
going to suffer and die at the hands of the chief p riests and the
scribes. Peter seems to be saying what anyone woul d say upon
hearing that his beloved master is facing execution : "Far be it

fromyou, Lord! This shall never happen to you." Well, Jesus'

response identifies Peter's words as being exactly what James is
describing when he refers to false wisdom as earthl y, unspiritual
and demonic. We know it was demonic because Jesus directly
addressed the demon responsible, and that was Satan himself. " Get
t he behind me, Satan!" Itwas unspiritual because it was blind to

the spirit world of the kingdom which fully underst ood that the
Christ had to come to conquer death by dying himsel f, and it was
earthly because it was rooted in Peter's very flesh ly desire to be
part of an earthly kingdom with Christ as the king. And yet for

all intents and purposes, it appeared to be imminen tly reasonable
and spiritually grounded in the love that Peter had for his

Savior. But you see, true wisdom can see right thr ough that.

Hence we have James' continual warning in verse 16: For where

j eal ousy and selfish anbition exists, there will be disorder and

every vile practice.



You know, while | was preparing this message, the n ews started

filtering in about this monstrous attack at this el ementary school

in Connecticut. And you know, people have an incre dibly hard time
getting their mind around just understanding such e vil. But | want

you to make no mistake about it, the end game of ev erything that
Satan does is disorder and every vile practice. Wh at we view with
horror Satan views with absolute delight. And Pete r's words took

on a literal meaning this week in 1 Peter 5:8, he s aid: Be sober,
be vigilant; because your adversary the devil wal ks about |ike a

roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. Well, first he devoured

the young man and then the young man devoured his m other and then
the children. You see, murder and child sacrifice are Satan's
calling cards. Jesus said of Satan in John 8:44: He was a

mur derer from the begi nning, and has nothing to do with the truth,
because there is no truth in him And James has already described

exactly where all the temptation of the enemy goes as its stated

goal. He said that in James 1:14 where he said thi S: But each
person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire.
Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when
it is fully grown brings forth death. The death of innocent

children is exactly what a monster who longs for ch ild sacrifice
desires. We live in an age that loves to think tha t science is

triumphant and that faith is really the stuff of fa iry tales, but



on a spiritually instinctual level, we all still kn ow that Satan is
real. The Governor of the State of Connecticut was not talking

science when he said, "Evil visited us this morning

The response of the community also points to our sp iritually
instinctual response to evil, and that is prayer. | mean, the
churches were packed and signs pleading for prayer were popping up
all over the town. The war between the kingdom of light and the
kingdom of darkness had broken out once again into the flesh, and
the enemy had clearly won the first round. But he will never win
the final round. You see, he knows he is a defeate d foe. He just
doesn't want us to know. All you have to do is go through
scripture and note every single time that Jesus con fronts the
enemy, all the bluff and all the bravado that they have towards us
is gone and all that's left in them is them begging Jesus for
mercy. Matthew describes one such incident in Matt hew 8:28. This
is what he says. He says: When he had come to the other side, to

the country of the Gergesenes, there met himtwo demon-possessed
men, com ng out of the tonbs, exceedingly fierce, so that no one
could pass that way. You know, we are no match for the enemy's

power. But they are no match for Jesus' power. Ve rse 29 says:

And suddenly they cried out, saying, "Wiat have we to do with you,
Jesus, you son of God? Have you conme here to torment us before the

ti me?" Like | said, they know they are defeated. They k now it is



only a matter of time before their sentence is goin g to be carried

out. Verse 30 says: Now a good way off fromthem there was a herd
of many swi ne feeding. So the denobns begged him saying, "If you

cast us out, permt us to go away into the herd of swine." And he
said to them "Go." So when they had come out, they went into the

herd of swine. And suddenly the whole herd of swine ran violently
down the steep place into the sea and perished in the water. You
know, | wouldn't -- | wouldn't dare try to take on the enemy by
myself, but | am happy to hide behind my King and S avior who |

place all of my trust in.

Jesus is telling us about two different kinds of wi sdom, and they
really do sum up two very different kinds of kingdo ms. There's the
kingdom of the Lord of Lords and then there is the kingdom of the
Lord of the flies or the swine, as it were. And th ere is a choice
to make about which kingdom you are going to serve. We pray for
the families of those who are lost. As we see play ed out in real
life, the enemy's wisdom, we see it as truly earthl y, unspiritual
and demonic. And so we point people to the only ho pe that they
truly have, and that hope is Jesus Christ and the w isdom that he
represents. Listen to how James describes it in ve rse 17. He
says: But the wi sdom from above is first pure, then peaceabl e,

gentl e, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial

and sincere. And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by



t hose who make peace.

God's wisdom is first pure. God points out first a nd foremost that
wisdom from heaven itself is pure, spotless and hol y because this
wisdom emanates from God himself. To see wisdom pe rsonified in the
flesh, one has to look no further than Jesus Christ .1 Corinthians
1:23 says: But we preach Christ crucified, a stunbling block to

Jews and folly to you gentiles, but to those who are called, both

Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wi sdom of God.

Jesus is the power of God and the wisdom of God, an

wisdom is absolutely pure.

Next it says God's wisdom is peaceable. Now, the G
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the anger of one person, and that anger has the abi lity to poison

everything, and it makes it impossible for the meek ness of wisdom

to flow. | can also tell you that we've been bless ed with elders

and deacons, all of whom have irenic spirits. | ca n also tell you

that the model for all of us when it comes to these qualities is

the Prince of peace, Jesus Christ. James goes on't 0 say: But the

wi sdom from above is first pure, then peaceabl e, gentle. Matthew
12:20 quotes Isaiah saying of Jesus this: A bruised reed he will
not break, and a snoldering wick he will not quench, until he

brings justice to victory. The woman at the well was a bruised

reed. The woman caught in adultery was a smolderin g wick. Both
were figuratively and literally at the ends of thei r respective
ropes, and yet the meekness of Jesus' wisdom was fo cused on gently
ministering truth to broken, flickering lives. Jes us' gentleness
brought justice to victory by creating a place for the sinner to
turn to instead of a theological hoop for them to | ump through.
Jesus could have pummeled those women with his righ teousness and
their sins but instead he led them gently to truth. His wisdom had

the gentleness that | lacked as brand new Christian

But the wi sdom from above is first pure then peaceable, gentle,
open to reason. Now, the King James version calls this easy to be
intreated. And you know, the easiest way to find o ut if someone

has this meekness of wisdom is to simply disagree w ith them. If



they have this, if they are easy to be intreated, t
problem. | mean, have you ever known someone who i
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gentl e, open to reason, full of
first four aspects of the meekness of wisdom are pa
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who is from God, that we m ght understand the things freely given

us by God. You see, when you begin to know the master, you

understand that you can't really understand the mer Cy you've been
freely given without being compelled to extend it. You also

realize that the refusal to extend mercy to someone else means that

in some way you think you've got something that you were entitled

to, something that never really belonged to you in the first

place. Matthew 18:32 says this: Then his master summoned hi m and
said to him "You wi cked servant! | forgave you all that debt

because you pleaded with me. And should not you have had mercy on

your fellow servant, as | had mercy on you? And in anger his

master delivered himto the jailers, until he should pay all his
debt .
Along with mercy are good fruits. Again, But the wi sdom from above

is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of

mercy and good fruits. These are the fruits of the spirit: Love,

joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfuln ess, gentleness,
self-control. You know, the key to the fruit of th e spirit is the
key to wisdom as well. You will never get the frui ts of the spirit
by trying to appropriate them as individual charact er
enhancements. You might be able to improve some as pects of your
personality through books or seminars or teachings, and those are,

they could be good things, but those are not the fr uit of the



spirit. The fruit of the spirit is the invisible p resence of the

Holy Spirit of God made manifest in the lives of hi s sheep. Now,
you might want to ask the question, well, is there a difference
between the patience that you get through seminars and books, et
cetera, and the patience that you get from the frui t of the

spirit? Well, on at least three different levels t hey're vastly
different. One, one is a reflection of your own ef forts, the other
is a reflection of the Spirit's efforts. Secondly, one glorifies
me, the other one glorifies God. And thirdly, the source of self-
improvement is obviously the self. The source of t he fruit of the
spirit is Jesus Christ. And the key to gaining all of the wisdom
that James speaks of here, well, it just so happens to be the very
same key to gaining all of the fruits of the spirit , and it's not
by seeking those fruits out. The key to all of it, to the wisdom
and the fruit is what Jesus says here in John 15:4. He says this,
he says: “"Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear

fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you,
unl ess you abide in nme. | am the vine; you are the branches.
Whoever abides in me and | in him he it is that bears much fruit,

for apart from me you can do not hing. | think | can boil down all

of what James is saying about wisdom to a street tr anslation of
what Jesus just said. Jesus is simply saying, the more you hang
around him, the more like him you are going to be. Abide in me,

and you will bear much fruit.



And finally James says: But the wi sdom from above is first pure,
t hen peaceabl e, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good

fruits, impartial and sincere. Now again, partiality should be

familiar territory for those of us who have been st udying the book
of James. A few months back, we looked at James 2: 1 which says
this: My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our

Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory. And]I asked back, then why

is it that God is so exercised towards partiality? Well, morally
speaking, it all goes back to this debt, this great debt that we
all owe. You see, God sees us as tapped out, God s ees us as
utterly without a leg to stand on because God sees every one of us
as this debt-ridden servant that Jesus was speaking of. He says
morally speaking, we are all beggars, beggars that he loved,
beggars that he died for but beggars that he's made into co-heirs
with Christ. Wonderful stuff, but beggars nonethel ess. The church
that James was writing to was in no position to pra ctice any form
of one upmanship because of that. Partiality attem pts to ignore
our status as beggars in order to pretend that ther e are different
levels of quality in people. The meekness of wisdo m precludes
that. Sincerity also precludes that. The King Jam es translation
has sincerity down as without hypocrisy. You know, | said last
week, to be a hypocrite is literally to have two se parate faces,

one for a person's face and another one for their b ack. They are



two different personas occupying the same person. Hence, that
person can praise God with one face and curse his b rother with the
other. James says: My brothers and sisters, this should not be.

Wisdom from above has but one face.

So let me conclude, let me conclude by asking two v ery important
guestions. Number one, how do we get this -- this wisdom from
above? Well, James has the first and obvious answe rin James 1:5.
He says: | f any of you |l acks wi sdom |et himask God, who gives
generously to all wi thout reproach, and it will be given him
Question number two is how do we know we've receive dit? And

again, James asks and answers the same question in James 3:13, he
says: Who is wise and understandi ng among you? By his good

conduct et himshow his works in the meekness of wi sdom You know

what James is saying here? James is saying the pro of of the
pudding is in the eating. Now, God's wisdom is not a theoretical
construct, it's not a philosophy, it's not a matter of self-
improvement. Godly wisdom is in essence a lifestyl e. It's a
pattern of living that flows out of a person who is abiding in
Christ.

J. |. Packer again points out how it becomes a life style. He says
this. He says: "Not until we have become humble a nd teachable,

standing in awe of God's holiness and sovereignty, acknowledging



our own littleness, distrusting our own thoughts an d willing to

have our minds turned upside down, can divine wisdo m become ours."

James concludes the discussion by saying in James 3 17 But the
wi sdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to
reason, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere. And

a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make

peace. Now, there are a number of people that I've met i n my
Christian life who stand out in my mind as possessi ng godly
wisdom. None of them were particularly brilliant i n academia, but
all of them understood many things that geniuses ca n only guess

at. | think of people like Rosie Zaorski, who was a member here
for many, many years, you know, she worked in a fac tory and then as
a janitor for many years before dying of an absolut ely vicious
disease. But you know, she passed the test that Ja mes spoke of
because, "By her good conduct, she showed her works in the meekness
of wisdom." To the best of her ability she was pur e, she was
peaceable, she was gentle, she was open to reason, full of mercy
and good fruits, impartial and sincere. So was Hel en and Bob
Sorensen, and Bertha Moore and Jean Warner, and oth ers who used to
be part of this body and are now with the Lord. Th ey were not
theologians, they were not rocket scientists. They just understood
the value of what it is they had been given. Prove rbs 16:16 says:

How nmuch better to get wi sdom than gold! To get understanding is



to be chosen rather than silver. And because they had that gift,
they were able to do what James concludes with. He says: And a

harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.

Wouldn't you want this to be something said about y ou after you've
left this earth? And you know, it can be. And it' s not really
rocket science. It's really just a matter of choos ing who or what
you will abide in. Who is wise and understandi ng anong you? By

his good conduct |let him show his works in the nmeekness of wi sdom

Let's pray.

Father God, | do -- | thank you, | thank you that w e have a
standard to go to for what genuine godly wisdom is, we don't have
to fake it, we don't have to make it up on our own, we don't have
to be lost in a world that just mimics false wisdom as real
wisdom. Father, thank you for the standard, thank you for the
understanding of what that wisdom is, and | pray th at each and
every one of us would ask for and receive that wisd om today. |

pray this in Jesus' name. Amen.



