
HOW TO HAVE A NEW MOTIVE
Romans 7:1-6

REVIEW

Romans 6 tells us we have the victory.  Romans 7 explains the key to claiming it.

I. THE GOAL – God wants us to bring forth fruit.

     A. See the end of Rom. 7:4 – “That we should bring forth fruit unto God.”

1. Read also Rom. 1:13; 6:21, 22.

2. Paul gives thanks for the Colossian church because the gospel has been bringing forth fruit in 
    them since the day they heard it. (Col. 1:6)

3. “I desire fruit,” he tells the Philippians in Phil. 4:7.

4. Jesus says: “Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should  
    go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain.” (Jn. 15:16)

5. “Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.” (Jn. 15:8)

     B. Stated negatively, Paul explains that a fruitless life is a failed life.  

1. See Rom. 7:5 – the other option is “fruit unto death”!  Message: the indulgence of fleshly  
    passions is fatal against our purpose for God.

2. “Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away.” (Jn. 15:2)

3. “The axe is laid unto the root of the trees: therefore every tree which bringeth not forth good  
     fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.” (Matt. 3:10) 

     C. What is fruit?

1. In a broad sense, it is God-directed, God-empowered, God-glorifying TRANSFORMATION  
    in desires, interests, loves, preoccupations, human relations, deeds, involvements ….

2. It involves nothing short of a radical, all-encompassing revolution in our lives to the end of  
    being a walking, breathing, loving manifestation of Jesus Christ. We manifest his savor in  
    every place (II Cor. 2:14).  We are His ambassadors. We say to live is Christ but to die is gain.

     D. Hence our burden here at church.

1. That we all would do the things that make for growth.

2. That we all would grow.

So, the goal stated in Romans 7, indeed the overarching message of all the Book of Romans, 
all this effort, all this writing, all this explaining, is to the end of Christians becoming and 
growing more fruitful!



II. THE ISSUE – Allegiance.  

     A. See :1 – “dominion”; :2 – “bound,” “loosed”; :3 – “free”; :6 – “delivered.”

     B. Words used by commentators to explain

1. To whom are you bound?

2. Have you been loosed, discharged, delivered?  

3. Has this relationship been annulled, put out of business, canceled?

 4. Do you know, and are you living in accordance with, this reality?

     C. The point: fruitfulness depends on to what or whom we are bound.  And we are bound.

III. THE PRINCIPLE – The way to cancel the wrong allegiance, or bond, is by death.

     A. Death dissolves a legal obligation.

1. Death, sweet death, comes, and a person is finally out from under the thumb of some   
    contract, or government, or employer, or neighbor, etc.

2. This way of liberty can be a comforting truth, as for a slave who won't be beat any more.

3. And there are ways in which death is not the end of all, where there is life beyond the grave.

IV. ANALOGY – Such is the case in . . . Marriage!  (:2-4)

     A. A perfect choice of illustration, for ...

1. It's a common institution, and there are unbearable marriages which people long to escape.

3. And the law is a very, very bad spouse: It requires perfect, universal, everlasting obedience,  
   denouncing every transgression with the most awful curse (Gal. 3:10).  Who can bear it?

4. Yet it's all the lost person knows, and he is bound. The law's got its grips on him.  He can be  
    like a miserable dog, kicked by his master but returning to lick his boots.

5. So is a person “bound” so long as his or her spouse lives.  (:2a)

6. So, lost person, are you bound to the law.  That may be why you are miserable.

     B. But death dissolves this relationship!  (:2b-:3)

1. Then we are FREE!

2. The old commitment, the old yoke, the old ball and chain . . . it's all over!

3. And what would have been adultery is now honorable, acceptable, and legitimate before God!

4. We can be wed to another! Only this new union is with One who has the tenderest affection,  
    who smiles on us, who brings a dowry of spiritual treasures, and who has won our heart.  



V. THE REQUIREMENT – The key to a fruit-bearing life is understanding (:1a)

     A. A strange story in SD history – In 1976, the Director of Economic Development for the State of 
         South Dakota died of a heart attack. It was then discovered that he had two spouses and families!  
         Shameful! Shocking! But our status is likewise bizarre if we profess to be wed to Christ but also 
         continue bound to the law, behaving as if we had 2 spouses.

     B. We must understand we are dead to the law.  No longer must we attempt to meet its demands 
          to please God.  No longer must we attempt to earn God's favor.  That relationship is dead.  That 
          spouse is gone.  “But now we are delivered from the law.” (:6)

     1. We must not be as the slave after the Emancipation Proclamation who continued in servitude.

2. Know ye not, know ye not?

3. “Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled  
      again with the yoke of bondage.” (Gal. 5:1)

VI. THE APPLICATION – Personalize :4.   

     A. This is a story of 2 unions.  Christians have had 2 marriages of their souls.

     B. Listen, we are free without guilt or reproach to enter into this new relationship.  

     C. Victory won't happen if we don't grasp this truth.

     D. It is a glorious day when a believer sees himself bound only to a Risen Christ.

     E. We are out of that awful, awful former system forever.

VII.  THE RESULT – Fruit-bearing with the right attitude (:4c-:6)

     A. “For when we were in the flesh”

1. The “motions” of sin “did work in (energeo) our members.” Cf. Eph. 3:20, Gal. 5:6.

     a. The law irritates our inward corruption by its prohibitions.  It only fans the flames.  

     b. Being told not to do something consciously/unconsciously compels a person more to do it.

     c. “The strength of sin is the law.” (I Cor. 15:56)

2. Being under the impossible demands of perfection gives sin a very peculiar power over  
    people ending in utter exasperation.

     B. “But now we are delivered” 

1. From law to Christ.  Still servants (:6), but to a different Master with a different motivation.

     a. Before: served the letter of the law trying to     be   accepted   (ending in death).

     b. Now: serve the Lord in newness of Spirit (love) because we   are   accepted  .



DISCUSSION

1. God chose us to bring forth fruit. As best you understand, what would that fruit look like? What 
    have you observed in your life or others' that qualifies as fruit? Is fruit-bearing important to you?

2. In this text we are told that the Law is a very, very bad spouse.  Have you seen it to be so?  How?
    Has it been a burden to you?  Have you wrestled with its demands?  Has it made you miserable?

3. Romans 7:5 tells us that the law stirs up people's passions by its prohibitions, fanning the flames of
    inward corruption, so that people sin the more.  Can you explain and illustrate this phenomenon?

4. Explain your new motivation for doing right once you died to the Law and were joined to Christ.


