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1 Corinthians 3:21-23   
 
21a Therefore let no man glory in men. For all things are yours;   
 
“Therefore” refers to the previous subject matter in verses 18-20.  
 

1 Corinthians 3:20  And again, The Lord knoweth the thoughts of the wise, that they are 
vain. 
 

The parallel verse to verse 20 in Psalms. 
 
Psalms 94:11  The LORD knoweth the thoughts of man, that they are vanity. 

 
The eventual outcome of man’s prideful wisdom. 
 

Romans 1:22  Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, 
 
There are many other verses that support the same message: “the wisdom of this world is 
foolishness with God” (verse 19). “Therefore”, since men’s wisdom is foolishness when 
contrasted against God’s wisdom, as God’s children we must no longer “glory in men” and their 
wisdom and must rather glorify God and his wisdom while bringing glory to God in his wisdom.  
 
In our words. 

John 7:16-18  Jesus answered them, and said, My doctrine is not mine, but his that sent 
me.  17  If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether 
I speak of myself.  18  He that speaketh of himself seeketh his own glory: but he that 
seeketh his glory that sent him, the same is true, and no unrighteousness is in him. 

 
In our inward and outward person. 

1 Corinthians 6:20b  …glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s. 

 
In our relationships. 

Romans 15:5-7  Now the God of patience and consolation grant you to be likeminded one 
toward another according to Christ Jesus:  6  That ye may with one mind and one mouth 
glorify God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  7  Wherefore receive ye one another, 
as Christ also received us to the glory of God. 
 

In our actions. 
Matthew 5:16  Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, 
and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 
 

1 Peter 2:11-12, 15  Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from 
fleshly lusts, which war against the soul;  12  Having your conversation honest among the 
Gentiles: that, whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may by your good works, 
which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation. 15  For so is the will of God, that 
with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men: 
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21b Therefore let no man glory in men. For all things are yours;   
 
How can all things be ours? Certainly not physical possessions. No man possesses everything. 
Paul must mean something else. He means that we don’t need to glorify men and men’s wisdom 
because everything we need to know about God and God’s wisdom has been given to us, 
beginning with our salvation. 
 

Romans 8:28-32  And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, 
to them who are the called according to his purpose.  29  For whom he did foreknow, he also 
did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn 
among many brethren.  30  Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and 
whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also 
glorified.  31  What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against 
us?  32  He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with 
him also freely give us all things? 

 
Also freely given unto us are ministers of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 
22a  Whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or things 
present, or things to come; all are yours;   
 
The Corinthians had used man’s wisdom and had glorified men with those who had ministered 
to them and their wisdom (not God’s wisdom) had caused divisions among them. When men are 
elevated in our minds and hearts, God is lowered in the same. 
 

1 Corinthians 1:12-13  Now this I say, that every one of you saith, I am of Paul; and I of 
Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ.  13  Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or 
were ye baptized in the name of Paul? 

 
1 Corinthians 3:4-7  For while one saith, I am of Paul; and another, I am of Apollos; are ye 
not carnal?  5  Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed, 
even as the Lord gave to every man?  6  I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the 
increase.  7  So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but 
God that giveth the increase. 
 

All that a gospel minister says or does should be for the sake of the children of God in the 
congregation so that they might be unified and therefore glorifying God. 

 
2 Corinthians 4:15  For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might 
through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God. 

 
God’s wisdom in our salvation and in the ministry of the gospel should give us a different 
perspective upon all (other) things. 
 
22b  Whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or things 
present, or things to come; all are yours;   
 
The world is ours because Jesus made the world (and all things) and has overcome the world.  
 

John 1:3  All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was 
made. 
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John 16:33  These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the 
world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world. 
 

Our love of the world is changed to the love of God and a desire to do his will. 
 
1 John 2:15-17  Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love 
the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  16  For all that is in the world, the lust of the 
flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the 
world.  17  And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God 
abideth for ever. 

 
Life and death are ours because Jesus is life and he controls death. 
 

John 1:4  In him was life; and the life was the light of men. 
 

Revelation 1:17-18  And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand 
upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the last:  18  I am he that liveth, and 
was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of 
death. 

 
Our life and our death are for God’s glory.  
 

Romans 14:7-9  For none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to himself.  8  For whether 
we live, we live unto the Lord; and whether we die, we die unto the Lord: whether we live 
therefore, or die, we are the Lord's.  9  For to this end Christ both died, and rose, and 
revived, that he might be Lord both of the dead and living. 

 
The present and the future are our because Jesus keeps us secure eternally in both. 
 

John 10:25-30  Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: the works that I do in 
my Father's name, they bear witness of me.  26  But ye believe not, because ye are not of my 
sheep, as I said unto you.  27  My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow 
me:  28  And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any 
man pluck them out of my hand.  29  My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no 
man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand.  30  I and my Father are one. 

 
Revelation 22:13  I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the 
last. 

 
Our present and future are for God’s glory. 
 

Matthew 6:31-34  Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we 
drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed?  32  (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) 
for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things.  33  But seek ye 
first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto 
you.  34  Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for 
the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. 

 
22c  Whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or things present, or 
things to come; all are yours;   
 
All things: salvation, ministers of the gospel, the world, life or death, the present and the future 
are (spiritually) ours in and by Jesus that all glory might be given to God. 
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1 Corinthians 1:29-31  That no flesh should glory in his presence.  30  But of him are 
ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and 
sanctification, and redemption:  31  That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let 
him glory in the Lord. 

 
23a  And ye are Christ's; and Christ is God's. 
 
We are freely given all things for God’s glory in and by Jesus because we were given to him and 
we are his for eternity. 
 

John 17:9-12  9  I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast 
given me; for they are thine.  10  And all mine are thine, and thine are mine; and I 
am glorified in them.  11  And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I 
come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom thou hast given me, 
that they may be one, as we are.  12  While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy 
name: those that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of 
perdition; that the scripture might be fulfilled.   

 
We are freely given all things in and by Jesus because we belong to his family. We are his 
brothers and sisters. We are part of his household. We are his flesh and blood.  
 

Hebrews 2:10-15  For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all 
things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through 
sufferings.  11  For both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one: for 
which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren,  12  Saying, I will declare thy name 
unto my brethren, in the midst of the church will I sing praise unto thee.  13  And again, I will put 
my trust in him. And again, Behold I and the children which God hath given 
me.  14  Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also 
himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had 
the power of death, that is, the devil;  15  And deliver them who through fear of death were all 
their lifetime subject to bondage. 

 
23b  And ye are Christ's; and Christ is God's. 
 
If we have been freely given all things in and by Jesus, then we have been given all things in and 
by God. They are one in three persons.  
 

Ephesians 1:3-6  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath 
blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:  4  According as he hath 
chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame 
before him in love:  5  Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ 
to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will,  6  To the praise of the glory of his grace, 
wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved. 

 
“Let no man glory in men” as we humbly receive the truth of the wisdom of God: “All (spiritual) 
things” are ours for the purpose of glorifying God in what we think, say, and do.  
 

Romans 11:33-36  O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of 
God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!  34  For who hath 
known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counsellor?  35  Or who hath first given to 
him, and it shall be recompensed unto him again?  36  For of him, and through him, and to 
him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen. 


