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Romans 12:18 If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men. 
 
Verse in context: 

Romans 12:17-21 17 Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide things honest in the sight of 
all men. 18 If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men. 19 Dearly 
beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is 
mine; I will repay, saith the Lord. 20 Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give 
him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head.21 Be not overcome of evil, but 
overcome evil with good. 

 
Key points in Romans 12:17-21:  

• Do not be evil because others are evil.  
• Be honest. 
• Be peaceful when possible. 
• Do not take vengeance. 
• Treat others as you want to be treated.  
• Always do good. 

 
Focal point: Be peaceful when possible. 
 
Reverse verse breakdown: 
 
Romans 12:18d If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men. 
 
Who are “all men”? 
 

All: (pas) Including all the forms of declension; apparently a primary word; all, any, every, the 
whole: all (manner of, means) alway (-s), any (one), X daily, + ever, every (one, way), as many as, 
+ no (-thing), X throughly, whatsoever, whole, whosoever. 
 
Men: anthropos The countenance; manfaced, that is, a human being: - certain, man. 

 
“All men” then means “every human being”: 

• Brethren: Mark 9:50, 1 Thessalonians 5:13 
• Husbands and wives: Ephesians 5:22-33, 1 Peter 3:1-7 
• Parents and children: Ephesians 6:1-4, Colossians 3:20-21 
• Masters and servants: Ephesians 6:5-9, Colossians 3:22-24 
• Neighbors: Luke 10:29-37, Galatians 5:14, James 2:8 
• Enemies: Matthew 5:43-48, Luke 6:35, Romans 12:20 

 
What is peace? 
 

Peace: eirēnē Probably from a primary verb eirō (to join); peace (literally or figuratively); by 
implication prosperity: - one, peace, quietness, rest, + set at one again. 
 
Thayer: Peace between individuals, i.e. harmony, concord. Security, safety, prosperity, felicity. 

 
Webster: Freedom from agitation or disturbance by the passions. Quietness of mind; 
tranquillity; calmness; quiet of conscience. Harmony; concord; a state of reconciliation between 
parties at variance. Public tranquillity; that quiet, order and security which is guaranteed by the 
laws. 
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“Peace” then means “unity or agreement among individuals resulting in safety and prosperity” 
 
How do we “live peaceably” (with every human being)? 
 

Live peaceably: eirēneuō To be (act) peaceful: - be at (have, live in) peace, live peaceably. 
 
“Live peaceably” means “possessing of, acting on, and continuing in peace”. 
 
Romans 12:18c If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men. 
 
Jesus Christ left us with his peace. 

John 14:26-27 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in 
my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I 
have said unto you. 27 Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world 
giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. 

 
The peace of Jesus Christ is produced by the Holy Spirit of God. 

Galatians 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, 
 

The peace of Jesus Christ is to be sought and pursued. 
Psalms 34:14 Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace, and pursue it. 
 

Seeking and pursuing the peace of Jesus Christ brings blessings from God. 
Matthew 5:9 Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God. 

 
The application of the peace of Jesus Christ is to everyone everywhere. 

Hebrews 12:14a Follow peace with all men,  
 
Qualifiers to “live peaceably with all men”: 
 
Romans 12:18a If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men. 
 
Is it possible? 
 

Mark 10:27 And Jesus looking upon them saith, With men it is impossible, but not with 
God: for with God all things are possible. 
 
Mark 9:23 Jesus said unto him, If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him 
that believeth. 

 
The answer to “Is it possible to live peaceably with all men?” is “Yes, with God (the Holy Ghost) 
and God-given belief in Jesus Christ as the Son of the Living God”. 
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Should we then always “live peaceably with all men”? Let us look to our High Priest and our 
King of Kings, Jesus Christ, for our examples in His deeds and words: 
 

John 2:13-17 And the Jews' passover was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem, 14 And 
found in the temple those that sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the changers of money sitting: 
15 And when he had made a scourge of small cords, he drove them all out of the 
temple, and the sheep, and the oxen; and poured out the changers' money, and 
overthrew the tables; 16 And said unto them that sold doves, Take these things hence; make 
not my Father's house an house of merchandise. 17 And his disciples remembered that it was 
written, The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up. 
 
Mark 11:15-17 And they come to Jerusalem: and Jesus went into the temple, and began to 
cast out them that sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the 
moneychangers, and the seats of them that sold doves; 16 And would not suffer that any 
man should carry any vessel through the temple. 17 And he taught, saying unto them, Is it 
not written, My house shall be called of all nations the house of prayer? but ye have 
made it a den of thieves. (Matthew 21:12-13, Luke 19:45-46) 

 
Matthew 12:34-37 O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good 
things? for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh. 35 A good man out of the good 
treasure of the heart bringeth forth good things: and an evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth 
forth evil things. 36 But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give 
account thereof in the day of judgment. 37 For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by 
thy words thou shalt be condemned. 

 
John 8:43-47 Why do ye not understand my speech? even because ye cannot hear my 
word. 44 Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He 
was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no 
truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the 
father of it. 45 And because I tell you the truth, ye believe me not. 46 Which of you convinceth 
me of sin? And if I say the truth, why do ye not believe me? 47 He that is of God heareth God's 
words: ye therefore hear them not, because ye are not of God. 

 
Jesus Christ did and said these things in perfection according to Him being the Son of the Living 
God: God and man together perfect and sinless in His Spirit and His flesh. We are being 
perfected by the Holy Ghost to be like Jesus Christ, but we are not, nor will we ever be, perfect in 
our flesh in this temporal life, so therefore we must be cautious when peace is no longer a 
solution. We must not let anger become sinful wrath. We must maintain our peace with God. 
 

Ephesians 4:26-27 Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your wrath: 27 
Neither give place to the devil. 
 
James 1:19-20 Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, 
slow to wrath: 20 For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God. 

 
But, as Jesus Christ clearly shows, there is a time when living “peaceably with all men” is no 
longer an option. 
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Romans 12:18b If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men. 
 
What “lieth in you”? 
 

John 17:14-23 I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because they are 
not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 15 I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of 
the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil. 16 They are not of the world, even as I 
am not of the world. 17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 18 As thou hast 
sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world. 19 And for their sakes I 
sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified through the truth. 20 Neither pray I for 
these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word; 21 That they all may 
be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world 
may believe that thou hast sent me. 22 And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; 
that they may be one, even as we are one: 23 I in them, and thou in me, that they may be 
made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved 
them, as thou hast loved me. 
 

The word of God the Father, given through Jesus Christ the Son, and brought to remembrance 
by the Holy Ghost, “lieth in you”? It is this word of God, in our God-given conscience and in the 
revealed scriptures of God, that determines if it is a time to “live peaceably” or a time to go to 
war.  
 

Ecclesiastes 3:8b A time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of peace. 
 

Psalms 144:1-2 Blessed be the LORD my strength, which teacheth my hands to war, 
and my fingers to fight: 2 My goodness, and my fortress; my high tower, and my deliverer; my 
shield, and he in whom I trust; who subdueth my people under me. 
 
Matthew 10:34 Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send 
peace, but a sword. 
 
Ephesians 6:17b And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is 
the word of God: 
 
1 Thessalonians 2:13 For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye 
received the word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is 
in truth, the word of God, which effectually worketh also in you that believe. 
 
Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged 
sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, 
and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 
 
Revelation 1:13-18 13 And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of 
man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle. 14 His 
head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire; 15 
And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace; and his voice as the sound of many 
waters. 16 And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his mouth went a sharp 
twoedged sword: and his countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength. 17 And when I 
saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I 
am the first and the last: 18 I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for 
evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death. 
 
Revelation 2:16 Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight against them 
with the sword of my mouth. 
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Revelation 19:11-16 And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat 
upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war. 12 
His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name written, 
that no man knew, but he himself. 13 And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his 
name is called The Word of God. 14 And the armies which were in heaven followed him 
upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean. 15 And out of his mouth goeth a 
sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod 
of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 16 And he 
hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. 
 

Jesus Christ is victorious. He has equipped with the sword of the Spirit, the sharp twoedged 
sword of His mouth, the word of God. Is this a time to “live peaceably with all men”? Is it even 
“possible” at this time? What “lieth in you” today? Do we not see, hear, and feel the battle all 
around us? 
 

Ephesians 6:12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places. 
 
2 Corinthians 10:3-6 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: 4 
(For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling 
down of strong holds;) 5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself 
against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of 
Christ; 6 And having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled. 
 
1 Timothy 1:18 This charge I commit unto thee, son Timothy, according to the prophecies 
which went before on thee, that thou by them mightest war a good warfare; 
 
2 Timothy 2:3 Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. 
 
Joshua 24:15 And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this day 
whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of 
the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, 
we will serve the LORD. 


