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AUTHORITY OVER THE SPIRIT WORLD
Luke 8:26-39

No doubt you have heard someone say, or you have said
yourself, “When pigs fly.” The phrase is an adynaton, a way of saying
that something will never happen. The saying is often used for
humorous effect, to scoff at over-ambition. That is to say that it is as
likely for you to become president of the United States as it is for a
pig to fly. Pigs can’t fly, nor do they swim very well. Although it is
said that there is a herd of pigs in the Bahamas that actually does
swim and they are real pests to the tourists.

But normally pigs don’t swim. So why did they run into the Sea
of Galilee? Well, because they were suddenly possessed by demons.
How did that happen? Jesus very graciously commanded a legion of
demons to leave a poor, abused victim. And at the same time, He
gave the demons permission to enter a nearby herd of pigs. That
doesn’t seem like a very kind thing to do to the pigs or to the owner
of the pigs. What is the meaning of all this?

Again, we are reminded that Luke lumped together multiple
examples of how Jesus demonstrated His authority over all things in
this world. Jesus has full authority over all things because He is the
Creator of all things. And His authority stands over all things in this
world as well as things out of this world. That is to say, demons are
part of the spirit world. Yes, their influence is seen in our world. But
they exist in a para-world, the spirit world, that is all around us but
not visible. 

The history of humanity reveals a long love affair between
people who have rejected God and have turned to Satan, demons, and
powers of the spirit world. This is to be expected. God has placed
eternity within our hearts (Ecclesiastes 3:11). If a person rejects the
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Creator, they must attempt to satisfy the eternal concept with
something else. The mystery of the spirit world claims to meet that
need, though it really doesn’t.

But our age is more sophisticated, far more educated than to
exchange fellowship with God for fellowship with demons. Really?
Eastern mysticism is not dead. Sometimes the same meditation of
mysticism that opens the mind to demonic activity is also encouraged
in apparently harmless practices like martial arts and yoga. In fact,
many of the popular exercises of the post modern generation reveal
that people today have rejected the God in favor of the false god
“self.” The self is the central focus in so much of our culture that it
has even become the center of attention in religion. So-called
Christianity has become an exercise in pandering or satisfying self.

The story Luke sets before us today reveals God the Son’s
power over the spirit world. He cast a legion of demons out of a man.
The various responses to that display of power are important. In those
responses we find examples of how almost everyone responds to
Jesus’s display of power today. When Christ delivers a victim from
slavery to sin and self, what is the response? The delivered person
longs to fellowship with Jesus. The observers of the miracle have to
acknowledge that a radical transformation has taken place. Still others
would prefer that all reminders that Jesus is all-powerful would just
go away. How do you respond to Jesus’s displays of authority? 

A Man With a Great Need Met Jesus (vv.26-29).

The man was in great need because he was enslaved by Satan.
He was a needy man from the city near where Jesus had just arrived.
By morning Jesus and the disciples made it the rest of the way across
the Sea of Galilee. Then they sailed to the country of the Gerasenes,
which is opposite Galilee (v.26). This was the original destination
Jesus had in mind. He no doubt knew He had an appointment with the
needy fellow. But along the way, a storm came up and surely blew
the party off course. Did Satan stir up the storm? That’s not likely,
but maybe there are things we don’t know. Did God cause the storm?
Ultimately, yes, because He is the Sovereign Creator, Sustainer,
Manager of His creation.
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This is another example of God allowing the natural working of
laws He put in motion. He can change the law, the timing of the law,
the effect of the laws of nature according to His desires. God
ultimately used the storm for His purposes—to allow Jesus to show
His authority over the elements of nature and thereby increase the
disciples’ faith. Other examples of God using weather for His glory
and purposes are found in the Egyptian plagues, the wind storm that
killed Job’s children, and Jonah’s storm at sea. 

In time, the band of disciples and Jesus arrived at the shore near
the little town of Gerasa. Matthew identified the area by the larger
city named Gedara which was probably the capital of that region
called the country of the Gadarenes (Matthew 8:28). The text says
that a man from the city met them. When Jesus had stepped out on
land, there met him a man from the city who had demons (v.27a). In
that the maniac was known to be from the city, we can assume that it
probably refers to Gadara. 

To say that this man had demons might be an ambiguous
statement. The wording means that he was fully under the control of
demons. Demons are fallen angels who rebelled along with Satan.
They are unseen, but by demonstrating the character of spirits their
presence is known. Demons are wicked, God-hating spirits that  will
cause their victims to act contrary to God’s righteousness and God’s
plan for His perfect creation. By the way, Matthew (8:28-34) wrote
that there were two of these guys. That is not a different story from
Mark’s and Luke’s account. We are unaware of what happened to the
second guy. Did Jesus heal him also? Probably. Did he desire to
follow Jesus? We don’t know. Luke focused primarily on this one
man who was severely possessed and graciously set free.

Being demon possessed, the man was abused by Satan’s power.
Observe the many ways the text detailed his awful condition. He was
naked, in that for a long time he had worn no clothes (v.27b). An
interesting comparison is that nakedness was the first sign by which
Adam and Eve knew they had broken fellowship with God by sinning
(Genesis 3:7). It is a picture of shame and embarrassment in the Old
Testament. It is a metaphor of sinfulness and spiritual need of the
church in Laodocia (Revelation 3:17). Historically, pagan worship
has been characterized by nakedness. Typically uneducated, isolated
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tribal groups that worship gods of nature are characterized by
nakedness. 

We might conclude then that it is not surprising that Western
culture that has been so thoroughly indoctrinated by the people in
Hollywood, who long ago rejected God, are also characterized by
nakedness. Is it possible that the large centers of population in our
nation that are characterized by sin are also centers of demon
activity?

Because the man was possessed by demons, he was also unable
to live around others. And he had not lived in a house but among the
tombs (v.27c). He was so completely under the authority of demons
that no one could live with him. He was cast out into a desolate place
that few people inhabited.  

And the demons within often overpowered Him. For many a
time it had seized him (v.29b). The demons lived in him all the time.
Sometimes they did nasty things to the guy. And sometimes it was so
bad that people in the city had to chain or imprison him. He was kept
under guard and bound with chains and shackles, but he would break
the bonds (v.29c). It wasn’t that the people were mean or uncaring
about the poor fellow. Rather, putting him in chains was the only
possible human response to the man shackled by demons. 

But even chains were useless against the power of demons. We
read stories about police who have to deal with people who are under
the influence of drugs. Sometimes, these people demonstrate super
human strength so that even tazing does not stop them at first.
Compare Samson, who, when indwelt by the Holy Spirit and at God’s
direction, showed super human strength. We should expect Satan’s
spiritual ambassadors to also demonstrate great strength through
those they inhabit.

Another sad trait is that the man was driven about by the
demon. He was out in the cemetery and driven by the demon into the
desert (v.29d). This means the guy was not even able to think for
himself. Nor could he act according to his own desires and plans. He
was totally under the influence of demons all the time. This control
even led to self-abuse according to Matthew. Night and day among
the tombs and on the mountains he was always crying out and
bruising himself with stones (Mark 5:5).
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This is a sad picture of the power of sin. At first, sin looks so
simple, fun, and really not all that deadly. It is the nature of sin to
deceive. It presents itself as a pleasure easily controlled. But before
the victim knows what has happened, sin quickly becomes the master.
Before long a person is under complete control of sin—it is called
addiction. The person declines to the point that he cannot not sin; he
is controlled by his sin. How much worse when it is more than natural
sinfulness, but the influence of a demon with all the power of Satan
at its disposal. Sinners are slaves, victims of abuse, victims of the
archenemy of God. Sinners need a deliverer. You need a deliverer
from that which has captured you, enslaves you, and abuses you.

This demon-possessed man fell down before Jesus. His
response might make us wonder if the man knew something about
Jesus. When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell down before him and
said with a loud voice, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of
the Most High God?” (v.28). That he was falling down indicated
respect. This action had demonstrated proper respect for authorities
for generations in the ancient middle east. It is an expected, though
sometimes extreme, display of respect throughout Western
civilization. It is a demonstration of respect that would almost never
be seen in our culture. We are too independent, too self-sufficient, to
powerful ourselves to be required to bow before anyone . . . and even
God! 

Falling down the demon-possessed man acknowledged the
incredible truth over which  the religious leaders stumbled. It seems
like the text reveals that the man is speaking of his own accord at this
point. This is his opinion, his conclusion about Jesus. But to conclude
that Jesus, [is the] Son of the Most High God was blasphemy as far as
the religious leaders were concerned. The Most High God was among
the most sacred titles that could be used for God. To equate Jesus
with that, to conclude that He was the beloved Son of the Most High
God, was wholly unacceptable to the Pharisees and their kind.

But that is precisely the conclusion the sinner must draw before
he or she can ever be forgiven. Salvation is not possible until we
express faith in this astonishing truth—that Jesus is God the Creator.
That was Peter’s sermon as he stood in front of the same religious
leaders who had rejected Jesus and ordered His crucifixion. Peter
preached: Let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel
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that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified,
whom God raised from the dead – by him this man is standing before
you well. This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the
builders, which has become the cornerstone.  And there is salvation
in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among
men by which we must be saved (Acts 4:10-12).

And yet even more amazing is that this was the conclusion of
the “spokesdemon.” It is clear by the words at the end of verse 28 that
the demon is speaking. The demons knew exactly who Jesus was. The
demons do not hesitate to acknowledge that Jesus is God. At the same
time, they inspire sinners to deny that most important truth.

Having established that the demon-possessed man spoke for
himself, we might need to have a second thought when we realize that
the demons (speaking through the same man) begged for mercy. The
head demon said to Jesus, “I beg you, do not torment me” (v.28b).
Now it’s a bit hard to imagine that the man himself was concerned
about Jesus tormenting him. Rather this was the request of the demon
Jesus commanded. Notice in verse twenty-nine that Jesus had
commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man (v.29a).

Jesus Revealed His Authority Over Demons (vv.30-33).

The Creator commanded the demons. The head demon had no
choice but to answer Jesus when He asked him, “What is your
name?” (v.30a). Why did Jesus even ask the question? It seems pretty
clear that Jesus didn’t ask the man his name. He was communicating
with the demon. Do demons have names? Jesus simply asked the
demon to identify itself, knowing that the name would reveal
characteristics about the demon. 

The demon, being required to answer, said, “Legion,” for many
demons had entered him (v.30b). Because Jesus has all authority over
all the spirit world, the demon could not, not answer. The name
“Legion” was not a proper name but a description. The same word
legion was a military term that referred to a contingent of the Roman
army that could contain up to 6,000 soldiers. Learning from Mark
(5:13) that the herd of pigs numbered 2,000, might reveal that this
poor man was inhabited by 2,000 demons. 
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Another statement in this text that causes us to wonder is that
all the demons negotiated with Jesus. And they begged him not to
command them to depart into the abyss (v.31). A demon answered
Jesus, but plural demons (they) begged Him not to send them to the
abyss. That is the bottomless pit. Some demons are in that pit right
now (Revelation 9:1-2). During the Great Tribulation, God will send
His angel to release some of them to torture sinners on earth
(Revelation 9:3-11). Demons who indwelt men who cohabited with
women before the flood are bound in that abyss until God casts them
and all other demons into the Lake of Fire (2 Peter 2:4).

At any rate, the demons fully understand Christ’s authority
while He was on earth, now, and in eternity. Therefore, Jesus the
Creator had authority to cast out the demons. And yet, in an
unexpected turn He gave permission to demons. Now a large herd of
pigs was feeding there on the hillside, and they begged him to let
them enter these. So he gave them permission (v.32). Here was this
herd of pigs that numbered 2,000 gathered nearby. What a
convenient lodging for the demons. Okay, it had to be better than the
abyss.

Why did they want to enter the pigs? The demons desired to
stay on earth and do their dastardly deeds in the physical realm. This
is not an invective for our age against pork. Rather the point of the
story is that Jesus gave permission in order to prove that demonic
powers cannot do anything Jesus forbids. Satan’s authority as Prince
and Authority of the air on earth is limited by God’s permission.

The victim of demon possession was finally free from their
bondage. But at the same time, Jesus ruined a pig farmer’s business.
Then the demons came out of the man and entered the pigs, and the
herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and were drowned
(v.33). The demons miraculously came out of the man. When they
entered the pigs, the pigs became maniacs just like the man had been.

And when the pigs drowned (because they really cannot swim
anymore than they can fly), the demons did not die. Maybe they
wandered about looking for someone to inhabit. Jesus told about a
person who was released from demon possession but not born again
and indwelt by the Holy Spirit. The result? “When the unclean spirit
has gone out of a person, it passes through waterless places seeking
rest, and finding none it says, ‘I will return to my house from which
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I came’” (Luke 11:24). Death of the pigs was a demonstration of the
demons’ work of killing and destroying life. Was it right or justifiable
for Jesus to ruin a pig farmer’s business? Some theorize that these
were Jewish people and should not have been raising pigs. There
really is no answer to this question except, God is sovereign in His
work and choices, and for reasons we don’t know, this was right and
justifiable.

Responses to Jesus’s Authority (vv.34-39).

When the catastrophic blessing was over, the herdsmen ran
away and reported. They had been eyewitnesses to Christ’s power.
They ran when the herdsmen saw what had happened (v.34). We
don’t know how many there were. It was a group of multiple men
who had been hired (presumably by the herd owner who lived in the
city) and they saw what Jesus did. There is no record that they
repented, that they believed, that they too fell down before Jesus.

They told people everywhere what had happened. They fled and
told it in the city and in the country (v.34b). It is not likely that they
were telling people how righteous Jesus was. Nor is it likely that they
said, “Could this be the Messiah?” But just the facts of the story were
sufficient to inform everyone that a man with God’s power was in
their midst. Everyone should have pursued the light that God had just
granted them.

Instead of coming to the Light, the people wanted to extinguish
the light. They begged Jesus to leave them. Witnessing the results of
Jesus’s authority frightened them. After all, sitting in front of them
was this very changed man. Then people went out to see what had
happened, and they came to Jesus and found the man from whom the
demons had gone, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right
mind, and they were afraid (v.35). 

The people from the city had gone out and investigated the story
about Jesus’s power. They came to Jesus the miracle worker. The
people observed the awful sinner they had known completely
changed. He demonstrated love and a desire to learn from Jesus. He
no longer had a desire to be naked. He was sensible—more sensible
than the people investigating. They heard stories about the miracle.
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And those who had seen it told them how the demon-possessed man
had been healed (v.36). The crowd heard more stories about what
Jesus did. They were told over and over that Jesus heals sinners.

But see the people’s conclusion: And they were afraid (v.35c).
They were not convicted about their own sins. They did not see a
need for Jesus to heal them. They did not want to learn from Jesus
and follow Him. They were afraid of Jesus—which is actually a good
start. But their fear should have driven them to fall at Jesus’s feet and
ask for help. 

Instead of embracing Jesus and believing that He could deliver
them from their own sins, they preferred to be without Jesus. Then all
the people of the surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked him to
depart from them, for they were seized with great fear (v.37). The
people of the area asked their only hope to leave because they were
unable to cope with the demonstration of Jesus’s authority over the
spirit world. 

Jesus complied with the people’s request. So he got into the
boat and returned (v.37b). Jesus went back to Capernaum. There is
no record that Jesus went to country of the Gerasenes again. In vivid
contrast to those who would not have Jesus and all His blessings was
the healed man who desired to follow Jesus. He begged to be with
Jesus. The man from whom the demons had gone begged that he
might be with him (v.38). This is what spiritual fruit looks like. He
desired to know Jesus.

Jesus sent out the trophy of His grace to be His witness. But
Jesus sent him away, saying, “Return to your home, and declare how
much God has done for you.” And he went away, proclaiming
throughout the whole city how much Jesus had done for him (vv.38b-
39). 

No one else in the story received the good seed. In fact, of all
the people in the story, this is the last guy we would expect to have
tilled soil. Jesus tilled the soil, sowed the seed, and saw the fruit in
one moment. There might have been literally hundreds of people
involved in this picture. All of them were amazed. All of them feared.
But only the man delivered from the demons was born again into the
family of Christ.
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