
Our Stewardship of Suffering 
1 Peter 4:12-19 

PART THREE 

Introduction 

Preparing a people of God to respond rightly to the sins of those who hate them. 

“In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, so 
that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by 
fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 1:6-
7). 

“For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while suffering unjustly. For what 
credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it 
you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God. For to this you have been called, because Christ 
also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps” (1 Peter 2:19-21). 

“Do not repay evil for evil or reviling/insult (NAS) for reviling, but on the contrary, bless, for to this you 
were called, that you may obtain a blessing” (1 Peter 3:9). 

Mocking, insults, false accusations, even physical threats and assaults, these are the shared sufferings 
of Christ we endure in this continuing fellowship of His suffering. 

“Now the men who were holding Jesus in custody were mocking him as they beat him. They also 
blindfolded him and kept asking him, ‘Prophesy! Who is it that struck you?’ And they said many other 
things against him, blaspheming him” (Luke 22:63-65). 

“And the people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, saying, ‘He saved others; let him save 
himself, if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!’ The soldiers also mocked him” (Luke 23:35-36). 

“But even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be 
troubled” (1 Peter 3:14). 

“For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God's will, than for doing evil” (1 Peter 3:17). 

“And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in 
Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you” (1 Peter 5:10). 

 

III. Examination & Exoneration in Suffering (vv15-18) 

“But let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. Yet if anyone suffers as 
a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name. For it is time for judgment to 
begin at the household of God; and if it begins with us, what will be the outcome for those who do not 
obey the gospel of God? And ‘If the righteous is scarcely saved, what will become of the ungodly and the 
sinner?’” (vv15-18). 



 

The burning ordeal God brings will expose your heart and reveal to you the true condition of your faith. 

“meddler” Gk allotriepiskopos; ‘One who busies himself with what does not concern him, a busybody’. 

“For we hear that some among you walk in idleness/are leading an undisciplined life (NAS), not busy at 
work, but busybodies” (2 Thessalonians 3:11). 

“Besides that, they learn to be idlers, going about from house to house, and not only idlers, but also gossips 
and busybodies, saying what they should not” (1 Timothy 5:13). 

“to aspire to live quietly, and to mind your own affairs, and to work with your hands, as we instructed you, 
so that you may live properly before outsiders” (1 Thessalonians 4:11-12). 

Strive to live your life above reproach as a godly Christian so that when you suffer unfair treatment you 
can be assured it belongs to Christ. 

“The end of all things is at hand” (v7). 

“For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God” (v17a). 

“‘begin at my sanctuary.’ So they began with the elders who were before the house” (Ezekiel 9:6). 

"You only have I known of all the families of the earth; therefore I will punish you for all your iniquities” 
(Amos 3:2). 

The redemptive work of God was completed for all time at the cross of Jesus Christ. 

“time” Gk kairos; a season or epoch. 

The cleansing corrective work of God is ongoing in His Church. 

God’s perfecting work is done here and now during this Church Age dispensation.  

“Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement of body and spirit, 
bringing holiness to completion in the fear of God” (2 Corinthians 7:1). 

Hebrews 12:5-11 

“If his children forsake my law and do not walk according to my rules, if they violate my statutes and do 
not keep my commandments, then I will punish their transgression with the rod and their iniquity with 
stripes,  but I will not remove from him my steadfast love or be false to my faithfulness” (Psalm 89:30-33). 

The light shines brighter in the furnace of trials and suffering, allowing us to see our weaknesses and sin 
more clearly and purge them from our lives. 

“Search me, O God, and know my heart! Try me and know my thoughts!  And see if there be any grievous 
way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting!” (Psalm 139:23-24). 

Important Questions to Ask Yourself When You Suffer: 

1. Why am I suffering? Is the trial brought on by God, or by my own sinful actions or neglect? 
 



2. Am I bringing shame on myself, or am I bringing glory to God in Christ? 
 
“For he who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one origin. That is why he is not 
ashamed to call them brothers” (Hebrews 2:11). 
 
“But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to 
be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city” (Hebrews 11:16). 
 
Or does our lack of representing Christ in public show that we are ashamed of Him? 
 

3. Am I seeking to witness for Christ, or save my reputation? 

“but just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, so we speak, not to 
please man, but to please God who tests our hearts” (1 Thessalonians 2:4). 

“and if it begins with us, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God?” (v17b). 

The fiery trial is a refining process, by which God removes impurities in us. This is temporary. Through all 
of the trials and sufferings for His name sake, Christ will see us home. For us, all judgment will cease. 

“And ‘If the righteous is scarcely saved, what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?’” (v18). 

“scarcely saved” refers to the difficulty and deprivation a person will experience in becoming a Christian. 

“If the righteous is repaid on earth, how much more the wicked and the sinner!” (Proverbs 11:31). 

“We are chastened of the Lord, that we might not be condemned with the word (1 Cor. 11:32); punished 
here, that we might be spared forever; repaid on earth, to be made [fit] for heaven (Heb. 12:10)” (Chas. 
Bridges, 131). 

But one day, a fiery judgment will overtake the whole world and those who do not respond to the gospel 
and obey it will be lost – separated from God – forever!  

2 Peter 3:9-13 


