
Is The Gospel Worth Fighting For? 

Galatians 1:1-9 

 

Good morning everyone.  Turn in your bibles the book of Galatians.  We are at the beginning of a new teaching 

series of what is one of the most intense letters in your New Testament.  Last week we learned about who the 

Galatian churches were and how they had come to Christ and what their relationship was to Paul.  We learned 

all that from Acts 13-14 which I would heartily encourage you to read right away.  And by the way, I want to 

encourage you to get a hold of our little sermon companion.  Let me advertise this free bible study tool for 

you…. 

 

This week our focus is on the purpose of this letter.  And the title of my message is, “Is the Gospel worth 

fighting for.” 

 

I want you to think about this statement: “like a bear robbed of her cubs”.  We’ve all heard that little phrase 

haven’t we?  “Like a bear being robbed of cubs” is a good description of what was going on that prompted the 

Apostle Paul to write Galatians.  A group of people were after the believers in the Galatian churches that Paul 

founded.  These believers were being wooed away from the truth of the Gospel. Galatians is Paul’s intense 

pursuit of getting his cubs back on track!  But we will see that something far greater is at stake than merely the 

believers themselves.  The very heart of the Gospel itself is being ripped away from the churches of the Galatian 

region and Paul is ready to rumble.  He is not about to let his churches and cubs have their Gospel polluted and 

distorted into a heresy. 

  

Now let’s read our text this morning. 

 

Galatians 1:1-5 (NASB)   Paul, an apostle (not sent from men, nor through the agency of man, but through 

Jesus Christ, and God the Father, who raised Him from the dead), 2and all the brethren who are with me, to the 

churches of Galatia:  

 

Refresher from last week: Paul is emphasizing the authority of the message of this letter by distinguishing 

himself as an apostle appointed by Jesus Christ himself and not from man.   

 

By the phrase “All the Brethren who are with Me” Paul emphasizes the orthodoxy of the letter as it is  

corroborated by others.  He is not out in left field by himself but in company with others in what he is about to 

say. 

 

And again he is writing to multiple churches not a single church.  This only emphasizes all the more why Paul is 

so concerned.  Its not merely a few believers that are being pulled away from him as we shall see but the 

churches of a whole region are about to get off the course of the Gospel mission and the Gospel itself. 

 

Galatians 1:3-7 Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ, 4who gave Himself 

for our sins, that He might deliver us out of this present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father, 

5to whom be the glory forevermore. Amen.  

 
There he briefly brings the Gospel to the forefront in simple terms: Jesus Christ who gave himself for our sins that He 
might deliver us… and WHAM!  Look what’s next! 

 

I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the grace of Christ, for a different gospel; 
7which is really not another; only there are some who are disturbing you, and want to distort the gospel of 

Christ. But even though we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to that which we 

have preached to you, let him be accursed. 9As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching 

to you a gospel contrary to that which you received, let him be accursed.  



 

Without reading the entire letter we don’t yet know what the distortion of the Gospel was that was being 

pawned off on these young believers. So I’ll briefly clue you in.  

 

The letter to the Galatian churches is an attack by Paul on a heresy that was undermining the all-sufficiency of 

the cross Christ.  The distortion of the gospel that was being spread in Galatia was that Justification before God 

was not merely a divine work but rather a combination God’s work and mans work.  In other words faith in 

Christ’s work on the cross and faith in one’s own works of the law.  

 

Paul preached a doctrine called Justification by faith.  That is, man is made right with God and thus is at peace 

with God by faith in the work of Christ.  Man’s forgiveness of sins, his right standing with God and even his 

right living before God could only be achieved by faith in Christ. This will be covered in Chapters 3-4.   

  

Why is this such a big deal?  Well for starters once you add performance to faith, grace is no longer grace.  

Once you add your work to God’s, God’s work becomes a wage instead of gift.  Grace ceases to be grace when 

you have to earn it or merit it by something you do.   

 

Secondly, peace with god goes out the door. Why?  Because once being right with God is in any way up to you 

it is no longer secure and sure.   People who are working to merit God’s approval never know if their 

performance is good enough and their only security comes by comparing themselves to felons.  Peace with God 

comes from Christ’s completed perfect performance not ours.   

 

But to Paul, worse than all of that, is this.  A mix of Justification by faith and works robs God of receiving all 

the glory.  Justfication by works of the law insinuates that at least some of the glory of salvation is ascribed to 

man.  So now lets read once again vs. 3-5  

 

Gal 1:3-5 Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ, 4who gave Himself for our 

sins, that He might deliver us out of this present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father, 5to 

whom be the glory forevermore. Amen.  

 

So what is at stake for these Galatian believers is the glory of God diminished, the cross of Christ disgraced and 

the loss of the believers peace and freedom in Christ.  So what is the purpose of this letter?  We might say it in 

one of these ways: 

 

To Restore The Galatians Belief from a distorted gospel to the Apostles Gospel. 

To Expose the heresy of Justification by works and reestablish the doctrine of Justification by Faith. 

Paul is fighting for an unpolluted uncorrupted Gospel. 

 

So in response to the Question “Is the Gospel worth fighting for?” let me simply expound upon two 

observations. 

 

Observation 1: What You believe about the Gospel matters. 

 

How far would this old cliché have gone with Paul: “It doesn’t matter what you believe as long as you 

believe sincerely from the heart.”  Somehow in some so-called “Christian” churches the assertion that a 

persons beliefs can be wrong is seen as an unchristian thing to assert.  Its not nice or “Christian-like” to 

assert such things.  To these types all that matters is having faith and the object of your faith is of no real 

importance.   

 

I would submit to you that the most Christian thing a person can do is lead others to the truth about their 

sinfulness and Christ’s work in their behalf.  If some one is getting on a ship with a big hole in it, it is 



not nice to tell them “farewell the object of your faith doesn’t matter just that you have faith the ship will 

hold you, that’s all that counts.” 

 

Paul’s confrontational letter to the Galatians is a holy, righteous, passionate act of his love 1
st
 for the 

glory of God 2
nd

 for the flock of God.  But also it is an expression of his hatred for falsehood.  And by 

this letter we will learn that what a person believes about the Gospel impacts our whole approach to God 

moving forward. (evangelism, service, security, peace, grace and on and on.)  

 

It may sound nice and loving to say to someone as long as you believe in God all will be well.  But this 

not true.  James addressed this when he reminded his readers that the Demons believe in God and are not 

safe from his judgment. 

 

I want to challenge you this morning with the question “Do you believe the Gospel?”  And if so “what 

version of the Gospel do you believe?” 

 

A Gospel Consistent with the Apostolic Doctrine?  Or a distortion of the Gospel that Christ’s Apostles 

taught?  The pure Gospel or a distorted Gospel? 

 

It mattered enough to Paul to write and send a passionate letter to these churches to make sure they 

understood exactly what the Apostolic teaching was and bring them back into orthodoxy.  We read from 

Acts that he followed up this letter with a trip back to the region of Galatia to see how they were doing.   

 

Acts 15:36 After some days Paul said to Barnabus, “Let us return and visit the brethren in every city in 

which we proclaimed the word of the Lord, and see how they are.”  At this point in time the Galatian 

churches were all that had been established.   

 

Now one more general observation I’d like to share with you. 

 

Observation #2: What Christians teach about the Gospel matters even more. 

 

Paul essentially ascribes an eternal death sentence on any person who distorts the gospel message.   

 

Galatians 1:8-9 But even though we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary 

to that which we have preached to you, let him be accursed. 9As we have said before, so I say again 

now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to that which you received, let him be accursed.  

 

Accursed – anathema and in the NT means devoted to destruction.   

 

The NIV interprets Paul to mean “eternally damned.” 

 

Now this doesn’t mean that a person is eternally damned who spreads false teaching.  The phrase “let 

him be accursed” is an emotional expression in the subjunctive mode.   Verbs in the subjunctive mode 

are translated with “may or let” and in this case he is saying let this happen to them.  The verb is not int 

the indicative mode which would be translated “Any one who teaches a contrary gospel is accursed.”  

 

Do you see the difference?  What he in essence is saying, I believe, is that there is no worse thing in the 

world that a person can do than to distort the gospel of Jesus Christ with false doctrine. This is bad, bad, 

bad. 

 

Because of how serious a situation it is for people to believe they are saved when they are not or cause 

people to put their faith in something other than Christ and Christ alone there is no more serious of an 



offense than that.  It is demonically deceptive and driven even if the person has all the good intention in 

the world. 

 

To call upon James again, I remind you of how he warned teachers of the stricter judgment they shall be 

under because of their influence. 

 

False teaching spreads like gangrene Paul told Timothy.  It spreads and it destroys living flesh.  So false 

teaching destroys peoples faith in Christ.  Distortions of the Gospel are spiritual warfare driven from the 

demons of hell aimed at keeping people in darkness and unbelief. 

 

The most intense and serious words Jesus Christ ever had were for those who spread false teaching 

about God and about how to please God.  He called them snakes, whitewashed tombs, seplucures full of 

dead men’s bones.  He was not nice to those who distorted truth and used their position as religious 

teachers to lead others astray and away from God. 

 

As we study the letter to the Galatians were going to learn or relearn what to believe about the gospel.  

Some of you will have it refreshed, some sharpened, perhaps some corrected and all of us will be 

strengthened by knowing what we believe and why. 

 

Conclusion: Prayer for the purity of our doctrine.



Is the Gospel Worth Fighting For? 
Galatians 1:1-9 

 
Individual Preparation 

(Before doing this lesson please read through the introduction to this book, which precedes this lesson.) 
 
Begin by reading Galatians 1 and underline, circle or highlight the word Gospel every time you see it used or described.  
For example vs. 4 is a description of the Gospel although the word Gospel is not used. 
 
Describe in your own words what seems to be going on by a reading of Ch. 1 
 

What is it about? 
 
 
Who wrote it and what do you learn about him in 1:1? 
 
 
Who is it written too and what is happening to them? 

 
 
Nobody likes to hear about squabbles and infighting among believers or between believers and unbelievers.  But yet we 
are told that living, preaching, and spreading the Gospel is something we should lay down our lives for.   
 
When does standing up for what you believe mean that you are willing to “contend earnestly for the faith which was once 
for all handed down to the saints?” (Jude 1:3)  Paul contends for His Gospel from vs. 1 of this epistle to the end of the 
book.  But it’s important to note that he is not fighting against his brothers and sisters in Christ.  He is fighting for them.  
He is fighting for their faith, their spiritual growth and for the Gospel.   
 
And what he said to the church at Ephesus is true in Galatia as well.  For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but 
against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness 
in the heavenly places. Ephes. 6:12 (NASB)    
 
Although human beings are instruments used by Satan in spiritual warfare that doesn’t mean that fighting for the purity of 
the Gospel means we’re fighting and bickering with people.  Yet every human beings eternity rides on the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ.  So is it worth fighting for? 

Small Group Interaction 
 

Icebreaker: Offer to the group the opportunity for someone to describe Gospel and what it has accomplished in their life? 
 
 
Prayer exercise: As group allow all who would like to voice a prayer expressing your gratefulness to God for the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ. 
 
Scripture Exercise 1: Read Galatians 1:1-9 aloud 
 
Discussion 1: Offer to the group the opportunity for someone to share about having received what they now know was a 
distortion of the gospel or a gospel contrary to what they now believe or even participating in a church that didn’t preach 
and teach the gospel at all. 
 
 
 
 
Discussion 2: What does this tell you about Paul’s justification for writing such a letter as the one he wrote to the 
Galatian churches. 
 
 
 
 
Discussion 3: In verses 8-9 calls for anyone responsible for spreading a distortion of the gospel of Christ to be accursed.  
Why this is such a big deal? 
 



 
 
 
Scripture Exercise 2: As a group read 2 Cor 11:1-15 assigning 3-4 verses to each person until you’re done and answer 
the following questions: 
 

Who is the one behind false teaching? 
 
 
What is his aim according to verse 3? 
 
 
What is indicated about how Satan accomplishes this in verse 15? 
 
 
Why is false teaching then sometimes hard to detect? 

 
 
 
 
Discussion 4: If someone were to ask you to share with them the Gospel of Jesus Christ would you be prepared to share 
with them knowing that you were sharing it undistorted and consistent with what the apostles handed down to us? 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer Exercise 2: Have a different member of the group pray for one of the following things: 
 

The Sermon Series on Galatians 
 
The spread of the Gospel in Reedsburg 
 
A Grasp of and appreciation for the Gospel of Christ to permeate our church and the ministries of the church. 
 
The ability and opportunity for each of you to share the gospel effectively. 

 
 


