
1/28/2018 

1 

What is the Age of the Human 
Race? 

• The next issue has to deal with the 
Neolithic problems of Genesis 4. 
– Neolithic is a term of secular anthropology 

referring to the later part of the stone age 
supposedly 10,000 years ago. 

– It is believed to be a late development of the 
human race. 

– It is marked by domestication of animals, 
agriculture, making of pottery and clothing, 
and ability to make works of polished stone.  

– Secular anthropologists say the earliest 
humans did not know how to do any of this. 
They were wandering nomads that practiced 
slash and burn horticulture, rather than 
agriculture (no wheel). 

• Genesis 4 shows Cain and Abel and their 
descendents were living a Neolithic 
lifestyle. 

 

 

Neolithic Indicators 

• Gen 4:2  She also gave birth to his 
brother Abel. Now Abel became a 
shepherd of flocks, but Cain worked the 
ground. 

• Gen 4:17  Cain was intimate with his 
wife, and she conceived and gave birth 
to Enoch. Then Cain became the builder 
of a city, and he named the city Enoch 
after his son. 

• Gen 4:22  Zillah bore Tubal-cain, who 
made all kinds of bronze and iron tools. 
Tubal-cain's sister was Naamah. 
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Neolithic Indicators 
• What is the problem? 
• Through secular dating methods, preserved artifacts, and so on, 

they believe that around 6,000 B.C. people were not building 
cities, shepherding flocks, cultivating fields, and creating tools of 
bronze and iron.   
– In fact, they have specific timelines and dates for when these 

trends began.   
– Often when excavating cities, on the lower layers they find stone 

tools, and in the middle layers bronze, and the higher layers iron.   
– So the evidence seems to contradict what the Bible teaches.   
– As a result, many have written the Bible off as a myth in which 

the writer of Genesis was describing the living styles of the first 
humans in a similar manner to lifestyles in his own day.   

– From the secular perspective, this tends to make a little sense. 
 

 

Neolithic Indicators 
• How do we deal with this? 

• Some suggest Adam was not the first human 
in an anthropological sense. They see him as 
an idealized person written from the 
perspective of later generations. 

• Others suggest Cain and Abel were not 
immediate descendents of Adam, but a huge 
gap existed between them.  

• A third suggestion is the practices in Genesis 
4 are more primitive than what occurred in 
the Neolithic age. Thus, they left no record. 

• The Biblical response is to stress that the 
practices ordinarily associated with a later 
period were actually practiced much earlier 
than anthropologists say.  
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Neolithic Indicators 
• How scientific are the social sciences?  

• The methods of secular anthropology are not an exact 
science.  
– A large amount of theory, assumption, and guesswork goes 

into every position anthropologists take. 

– They first assume an evolutionary anti-supernatural 
explanation for everything.  

– They second assume everything occurs in a slow, 
progressive, and evolutionary manner. When evidence 
does not match this slow progressive assumption, the 
evidence is discarded.  

– Some cultures digress rather than progress.  

• Epistemologically, how much does pottery or 
spearheads really say?  
– Anthropologists speak for them. Thus, it would be highly 

foolish for a Christian to abandon a literal interpretation of 
the Bible due to the “un-exact” claims of secular 
anthropology.  It is not a hard science.   

 
Reasoning Biblically 

• If the doctrine of creation is true, 
then these humans in Genesis 4 are 
close to the first man who actually 
walked and talked with God.  

•  You would expect such people to not 
be primitive, but instead quite 
advanced.   

• It is possible that any evidence 
appealed to by secular 
anthropologists could better be 
explained by a global flood. 
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Reasoning Biblically 

• Perhaps the descendents of Noah did move 
through a type of progression and had to 
rediscover bronze and iron working.   
– Genesis 4 and 5 reveals important details.  It was 

Cain and all of his descendents who were 
industrious and built cities, tools, and musical 
instruments.   

– Seth’s descendents are not credited with any of 
those things.  Noah was the last survivor of Seth’s 
line since the Flood destroyed everyone else, 
including their cities (hence no physical evidence 
of them).  

• Perhaps the descendents of Seth did not 
know how to build these Neolithic elements.   
– They would have to learn the hard way.  This could 

explain some of the evidence found by the 
anthropologists.  

 

Reasoning Biblically 

• Partially acknowledging anthropology's 
interpretation of progression does not mean we 
agree with their narrative. 

• The progression happened a lot later and faster 
in the biblical timeline.  
– Secular dating methods are based on circular 

reasoning based on their assumed (not proved) 
timeline. We can dismiss their dates as theory. 

– They assume humanity to be far older. 

– We reason with a broad circularity too, but it is fair to 
show them they are not neutral nor scientific, but 
equally biased.  

• The truth depends on whose starting point is 
true. 
– The Bible has stood the test of time, and accurately 

predicts the future thousands of times. 
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Conclusion 

• There is great theological significance in the creation of man. 

– We did not possess independent existence, but are contingent. 

– We are part of creation, and are therefore not separate from it. 

• There is ecological significance since we depend on creation 
and in part it depends on us. 

– Yet, humans have a unique place in God’s creation, exercising 
dominion in His image.  

– We must be good stewards of His earth, and at the same time reject 
both the godless and pagan views of liberal environmentalism and 
the naturalistic secular views of conservationism.  

• There is in some sense, a universal brotherhood of humanity.  

– Paul makes this argument to the Greeks in Athens (Acts 17:26-28). 

 

Conclusion 

• Act 17:26-28  From one man He has made every nationality to live 
over the whole earth and has determined their appointed times 
and the boundaries of where they live. (27)  He did this so that 
they might seek God, and perhaps they might reach out and find 
Him, though He is not far from each one of us.  (28)  For in Him 
we live and move and have our being, as even some of your own 
poets have said, 'For we are also His offspring. 

– We are part of the same family via Adam. 

– We are all offspring of God (via Adam), but this does not mean we are 
all children of God with God as our adopted Father.  

– Adam and Jesus are called son of God. We only become sons of God 
through adoption through Christ. 

– So all people belonging to a universal brotherhood as a result of 
creation does not infer that they are sons of God or part of the family of 
God.  It is a brotherhood of creation, not redemption. 
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Conclusion 

• Finally, humans are not the highest objects in the universe.  God 
is.  

•  Humans are finite and limited in all of our accomplishments.  
Limitation is not inherently bad.   

• After all, when God finished creating everything, which includes 
us, He declared it all to be good. 

•  It is good that we are limited since it necessitates that we lean on 
our great God who is not limited to fulfill all of our needs.   

• In the end, we need to let God be God and accept our place in 
creation as the place in which God has put us.   

• Only from this perspective can we truly appreciate the truth of 
humanity being something that is wonderful – wonderfully 
created by God. 

 

Anthropology– Study of Humanity– 
Part 2 

Imago Dei & Human Constitution 
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Introduction 

• We will cover two main subjects. 

• Imago Dei. 

– Specifically, what does the Bible mean when it says 
humanity was made in the image and likeness of God? 

• Human Constitution. 

– What are we comprised of? Are we matter only? Or are 
we matter and soul? Or are we body, soul, and spirit?  

 

Imago Dei 
• What does it mean to be created in 

God’s image? 
– There are three major views that are 

often promoted. 

• How do we go about trying to answer 
this question? 
– Methodologically, do we begin with our 

original condition, or do we look at our 
present condition?  Or is it better to look 
at both? 

– It makes sense to study Adam and Eve 
prior to the Fall, as well as Jesus Christ 
since they represent and depict our 
original condition of innocence, 
perfection, and goodness.   

– Afterward, we need to then look at man’s 
present condition since it is clear from 
Scripture that we exist in an abnormal 
condition.   
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Imago Dei 
• We have to take the various passages 

that speak on the image of God, 
harmonize them, and draw conclusions. 

• The image of God is what makes us 
special above all other creation. 
• It justifies human dignity. 

• Things like abortion and euthanasia 
contradict dignity. 

• So what is the image of God? 
• Is it something we have?  (reason, a vertical 

and upright stature, a moral nature, etc.) 

• Is it something we do?  (exercise dominion, 
socially relate to other beings, exercise free 
moral agency, etc.) 

• Or is it something we are? (male and 
female, or body, mind, and spirit).  

 

Biblical Data 

• There are not a lot of passages that 
directly speak about the image of God. 

• Some passages are pre-fall, some are 
post-fall.  

• Pre-Fall 

– Gen 1:26-27  Then God said, "Let Us make 
man in Our image, according to Our 
likeness. They will rule the fish of the sea, 
the birds of the sky, the livestock, the 
whole earth, and the creatures that crawl 
on the earth."  (27)  So God created man in 
His own image; He created him in the 
image of God; He created them male and 

female. 

 



1/28/2018 

9 

Biblical Data 

• Two things must be noted from Genesis 1:26-27. 
– Man is patterned after God’s image AND likeness.  
– What’s the difference? Are they different things, or are they 

two ways of saying one thing? 
– Both are different words in Hebrew: image =   ֶלם  ; (tselem)ֶצֶ֫

likeness =   מּות  .(demuth)דְּ

• Another pre-fall text is Genesis 5:1-2 (it looks back). 
– Gen 5:1-2  This is the document containing the family records 

of Adam. On the day that God created man, He made him in 
the likeness of God;  (2)  He created them male and female. 
When they were created, He blessed them and called them 
mankind. 

• Only likeness is mentioned here.  
• Both texts mention male and female.  

Biblical Data 

 • Then you have Genesis 9:6, which is after 
the flood. 
• Gen 9:6  Whoever sheds human blood, by 

humans his blood will be shed, for God made 
humans in His image. 

• This one has image, but not likeness.  
• Even though this is after the Fall, God is 

referring back to creation, which is pre-
fall. It is the rationale for why murderers 
must be executed.  

• And yet, since it is used to appeal to our 
present condition, there is post-fall 
aspect to it.  
• Even though we are not directly made by 

God, the image of God is something still 
present, passed down via biological 
reproduction.  
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New Testament Texts 

• There are two NT texts about this subject. 
One references the image; the other 
references the likeness. 
– 1Co 11:7  A man should not cover his head, 

because he is the image and glory of God. So too, 
woman is the glory of man. 

– This is the Greek word εἰκὼν (eikon). It meant 
image. It equivalent to tselem.  

– So clearly, after the Fall, man is still the image of 
God.  

• The next reference is James 3:9, which 
speaks of the evil use of our tongue. 
– Jam 3:9  With the tongue  we bless our Lord and 

Father, and with it we curse people who are made 
in God's likeness. 

– This says we are made in God’s likeness, which in 
Greek is ὁμοίωσις (homoiosis). It is equivalent to 
demuth. So likeness is applied to us after the Fall. 

 

Image vs. Likeness 
• For most of church history, theologians 

thought there was a distinction between 
image and likeness. 

• The Reformers, Martin Luther and John 
Calvin, dethroned this idea, and persuasively 
argued these  two terms were 
interchangeable.  

• In Genesis 1:26-27, in the first verse is says 
man was made in both the image and 
likeness. Then the summary in verse 27 only 
says image. It does not say likeness.  
– Apparently, the word “image” was good enough 

to convey the meaning of both words mentioned 
in the previous verse.   

• Also, both Genesis 5 and 9 look back on 
original creation. One uses likeness, the other 
uses image. 
– This implies they are two words conveying one 

concept rather than two different concepts. The 
NT texts convey the same pattern. 

 

 


