
REVELATION – SERMON 62 
 

LOOKING UP AS THE WORLD BURNS 

 
Revelation 16:8-16 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 

• There is a growing problem in the developed world of 
pedestrians looking at their phones and walking into traffic 

 

• The advice is to “LOOK UP” 
 

• Modern technology, particularly the “smart phone”, has 
produced a generation of people detached from reality, and 
this is just how Satan would have it 

 

• The devil wants mankind to be detached from spiritual 
reality, to keep us in ignorance and darkness 

 

• The Lord Jesus rebuked the Jewish leaders for their lack of 
discernment (Matthew 16:3) 

 

• He admonished his disciples to, “Lift up your eyes” (John 
4:35) 

 

• The believer is exhorted to watchfulness (1 Thessalonians 
5:6; 1 Peter 4:7; Revelation 3:2; 16:15) 

 

• During the tribulation, mankind will be forced to “look up”, 
as God performs wonders in the heavens (Luke 21:25-26) 

 

• Some will look up with hatred and blasphemies 
(16:9,11,21) 



 

• Others will look up with faith and anticipation (Luke 21:28) 
 

• Previously, we looked at the opening seven verses of 
chapter 16, and considered the first three of the vial 
judgments or plagues of God’s wrath that will be poured out 
upon earth in the final days of the tribulation period, prior to 
the Second Coming of Christ 

 

• Today we will consider the fourth, fifth and sixth plagues 
 
I. THE SCORCHING BLAZE ON THE REBELLIOUS  
   ACCURSED (8-9) 
 

A. Great burning heat from the sun 
 

1. While the fourth trumpet smote one-third of the sun 
(as well as the moon and stars), diminishing its light, 
the fourth vial increases the sun’s intensity 
(Revelation 8:12) 

 
2. The source of earth’s light, warmth and energy will 

become a curse upon man 
 

3. This will be one of the many signs in the sun and 
other heavenly bodies during the tribulation (Luke 
21:25) 

 
B. The scorching upon men 

 
1. It is not merely the earth that is scorched, but men, 

indicating a direct judgment on the idolaters 
 



2. There is a definite article in the Greek which reads 
“the men”—this are a specific group of men, the 
same as found in v.2 

 
3. The suffering is compounded by the fact that they 

have grievous sores and no water for relief 
 

4. The burning torment of this plague is a foretaste of 
the eternal burning that awaits them (Revelation 
14:10-11) 

 
5. The day of the Lord is when God will “devour with 

burning heat” (Deuteronomy 32:22-24) and “shall 
burn them up” (Malachi 4:1) 

 
6. As God preserved the three Hebrew children from 

the fire (Daniel 3), so too God will protect his people 
during this plague (Psalm 121:6; cf. Revelation 7:16) 

 
C. The reaction of men 

 
1. They blaspheme the name God (cf. 16:11,21) 

 
2. They refuse to repent (Romans 2:5) 

 
3. They understand that God is the source of the 

plagues (cf. 6:16)  
 
II. THE SHROUD BLANKETING THE REALM OF  
    ANTICHRIST (10-11) 
 

A. Darkness upon the kingdom of the beast 
 

1. This should be understood as a literal darkness as 
with the ninth plague of Egypt (Exodus 10:21-23) and 



as with the darkness at crucifixion of Christ (Matthew 
27:45) 

 
2. The seat (thronon) of the beast is Babylon, yet his 

kingdom is worldwide (13:7) 
 

3. This darkness then appears to be globally upon the 
worshippers of the beast 

 
4. They love the darkness of sin, therefore God delivers 

them darkness (John 3:19-20) 
 

5. As with the previous plague, it is a foretaste of hell 
where it is “outer darkness” (Matthew 8:12; 22:13; 
25:30; Jude 13) 

 
6. God may protect his people from the darkness as he 

did in Egypt (Exodus 10:23) 
 

B. The torment of the darkness 
 

1. There is a “pain” (Greek ponou – anguish, distress) 
connected to this darkness 

 
2. The accumulation of the plagues in rapid succession 

renders men delirious with agony 
 

3. They gnaw upon their tongues for pain 
 

a. So great is their agony they chew upon their 
tongues as a diversion from it 

 
b. The tongues they use to blaspheme God are by 

themselves punished 
 



C. Their defiant impenitence 
 

1. They blasphemed the God of heaven 
 

a. The “God of heaven” will destroy the kingdoms of 
this world and establish a kingdom which shall 
never be destroyed (Daniel 2:44) 

 
b. This same title of the “God of heaven” is used in 

11:13 when some did repent and give glory to him 
 

2. They repented not of their deeds 
 

a. Repentance does not only involve a change of 
heart, but a turning from sinful deeds (9:21) 

 
b. It is a revelation of the depravity of man’s heart, 

that in the face of God’s direct judgments, he will 
not repent 

 
III. THE SUMMONS TO BATTLE OF RULERS TO  
     ARMAGEDDON (12-14,16) 
 

A. The Euphrates River dried up 
 

1. This river forms the eastern boundary of the land 
which God promised to Abraham (Genesis 15:18; 
Deuteronomy 1:7; Joshua 1:4) 

 
2. It marked the eastern boundary of the Roman Empire 

 
3. The sixth trumpet also involved the Euphrates, where 

an army of demonic horsemen were loosed upon the 
world, killing one-third of humanity (9:13-16) 

 



B. The gathering of the kings 
 

1. The boundary between east and west will be 
removed, opening the way for the eastern nations to 
march upon Israel 

 
2. Three devils sent forth from Satan, the beast and 

false prophet, will assemble the nations of the world 
to battle 

 
a. They come from the mouths of the Satanic triad 

indicating persuasive and deceiving words 
 

b. Their froglike appearance recalls the plague of 
frogs in Egypt (Exodus 8:2-13; Psalm 78:45; 
105:30) 

 
c. They will perform miracles to convince the world 

leaders to participate 
 

d. God is able to use even unclean spirits to 
accomplish his purposes (1 Kings 22:19-23) 

 
C. The great battle 

 
1. It is the battle of that great day of God Almighty 

 
a. The intent of these armies, under the leadership 

of the beast, is to destroy the Jews (Isaiah 66:18; 
Joel 2:11; 3:2; Zechariah 14:2-3) 

 
b. It is ultimately against the LORD and his Anointed 

that they set themselves (Psalm 2:1-3) 
 



c. Satan’s expected great day of triumph will 
become the great day of God Almighty 

 
2. Armageddon 

 
a. Earlier in the tribulation, the battle of Gog and 

Magog took place (Ezekiel 38,39) 
 

b. The Greek term Har-Magedon is thought to refer 
to Megiddo which is in the valley of Esdraelon 

 
c. More than two hundred battles have been fought 

in this location (cf. Judges 5:19; 7:1; 2 Chronicles 
35:22-23) 

 
d. The description of this battle is given in 19:11-16 

 
IV. THE SAVIOUR’S BIDDING TO A READY ANTICIPATION  
     (15) 
 

A. Christ’s exhortation 
 

1. This can be seen as an encouragement to the saints 
who will be on earth during this calamitous time 

 
2. It can be understood as for the original recipients of 

the prophecy, the seven churches (1:11), and those 
who would follow after them, including believers 
today 

 
3. He comes as a thief—unexpectedly, suddenly 

 
a. Only to those who are not watchful will he come 

as a thief (Revelation 3:3) 
 



b. His coming will be a “snare” to the unwatchful 
(Luke 21:34-36) 

 
c. The believer is characterised by a watchfulness 

for the Lord’s coming (Matthew 24:42; 25:13; 
Titus 2:13) 

 
4. The believer must “keep his garments” 

 
a. White raiment represents Christ’s righteousness 

imputed to believers (Revelation 3:18) 
 

b. A mark of a true believer is sanctification—a life 
that is characterised by holiness (Revelation 3:4-
5) 

 
c. Those without the white raiment of righteousness 

will be subjected to everlasting shame in the lake 
of fire (Matthew 22:11-14) 

 
CONCLUSION 
 
1. There are fearful judgments about to be poured out upon 

unbelievers 
 
2. The plagues of God’s wrath will fall on every person except 

those who are covered by the blood of Christ (cf. Exodus 
12:13) 

 
3. Christ’s command is to “look up, and lift up your heads” 

(Luke 21:27-28) 
 
4. Where are you looking – at the things of this ungodly world, 

or to Christ and eternal things? (Colossians 3:1-4) 


