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In the previous lesson on the church covenant, we expounded upon the phrase “and have given 
up ourselves to the Lord, and to one another in a gospel church way” and discovered that the 
giving of ourselves up required love, sacrifice, and unity of the members of the church. In this 
lesson, we will expound further upon the principle of love from the first letter of John. 
 
1 John 4:14-19 1 14 And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of 
the world. 15 Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in God. 
16 And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love 
dwelleth in God, and God in him. 17 Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the 
day of judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love 
casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love. 19 We love him, 
because he first loved us. 
 
14a And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour 
of the world.  
 
John writes from an apostle's point-of-view. He saw with his natural eyes (Acts 1:9-11) and 
handled with his natural hands (Luke 24:38-39) the Son of God and now he is testifying to us 
that Jesus is “the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Peter) “which should come into the world” 
(Martha) in the flesh and reign over the world in the flesh. 
 

John 1:14  And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, 
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 

 
This is a foundation of our faith. This is the rock upon which the church is built. This is not a 
first-century church belief that has faded with time. We who are not apostles, yet who believe 
and testify the same as John, are those whom Jesus called “blessed…that have not seen, and yet 
have believed”. 
 
14b And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the 
world.  

 
This is not the visible church, nor the entire world, nor the world outside of the elect, but those 
of the invisible church, who are or are to be born of the Spirit, both Jews and Gentiles, who love 
or will love God, and who love or will love one another, as God purposes. And it is through the 
eternal salvation of those discipling, baptizing, and teaching individuals in the church that the 
world may have temporal salvation. The world today is experiencing the effects of a church who 
placed its emphasis almost entirely upon a limited view of what it means that Jesus is “Saviour 
of the world” and the world is suffering.  
 
15a Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he 
in God.  
 
We believe that calling precedes profession and that profession precedes baptism. Verbal 
confession of Jesus Christ as the Son of the living God is only possible with belief from the heart. 
The work of God is always the primary cause. The response of man is necessary but secondary. 
The heart is first, the mouth is second. 

 
Romans 10:8b-11 The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word 
of faith, which we preach; That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt 
believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with 
the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto 
salvation. For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed. 
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Belief from the heart is only possible when the believer has been given a new heart. 
 
Ezekiel 36:25-28 Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all 
your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse you. A new heart also will I give you, and a 
new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will 
give you an heart of flesh. And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my 
statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them. And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave 
to your fathers; and ye shall be my people, and I will be your God.  

 
15b  Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in 
God.  

 
The confession is a sign of the new nature (heart and spirit) which God gives and puts in the 
believer. John is not attempting to establish an absolute rule for determining whether or not an 
individual is truly saved. We realize that there are false confessors (antichrists) in the world and 
in the church. But John is providing us a guide to understand that when God works upon an 
individual, the individual responds, and their response is indicative of their relationship with 
God.  

  
John 1:12-13 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of 
God, even to them that believe on his name: Which were born, not of blood, nor of the 
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 

 
16  And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; and 
he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him.  
 

1 John 4:7  Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth 
is born of God, and knoweth God. 
 

John reemphasizes the pattern of primary and secondary causes: God loved us (gave birth to us) 
therefore we loved him therefore we love the brethren and therefore we confirm that God loved 
us and is dwelling in us and us in him. God’s love is the catalyst to all of our reactions (belief, 
confession, and love). God’s love is exemplified in the sacrifice of his Son for the elect. 
 
17a  Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: 
because as he is, so are we in this world.  

 
Our love, without knowing of and believing in God’s love for us through Jesus Christ by the Holy 
Ghost, is incomplete. God teaches us to love completely. 

 
1 Thessalonians 4:9 But as touching brotherly love ye need not that I write unto you: for ye 
yourselves are taught of God to love one another. 
 

17b  Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: 
because as he is, so are we in this world.  

 
Boldness not in ourselves, but that we are reborn to be the children of God and the brethren of 
Jesus Christ. The proof being our love. It is the key identifying mark of the true believer. 

 
John 13:34-35 A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved 
you, that ye also love one another. By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if 
ye have love one to another. 
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And love not just to one another, but also love to our neighbor (particularly as forgiving love), 
even if our neighbor is our enemy. This also is an identifying mark of the true believer. 

 
Luke 6:35-38  But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing again; 
and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be the children of the Highest: for he is kind 
unto the unthankful and to the evil. Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is merciful. 
Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: condemn not, and ye shall not be condemned: forgive, and 
ye shall be forgiven: Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and 
shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure 
that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again. 
 

And a persistent love for God, an abiding love for our brethren and our neighbors. 
 
1 John 2:28  And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may 
have confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his coming. 

 
Matthew Henry: “There must be a day of universal judgment. Happy those who shall have 
holy boldness before the Judge at that day; knowing he is their Friend and Advocate! Happy those 
who have holy boldness in the prospect of that day, who look and wait for it, and for the Judge's 
appearance! True love to God assures believers of God's love to them. We must distinguish 
between the fear of God and being afraid of him; the fear of God imports high regard and 
veneration for God. Obedience and good works, done from the principle of love, are not like the 
servile toil of one who unwillingly labors from dread of a master's anger. They are like that of a 
dutiful child, who does services to a beloved father, which benefit his brethren, and are done 
willingly. It is a sign that our love is far from perfect, when our doubts, fears, and apprehensions 
of God, are many.” 

 
Zephaniah 2:3  Seek ye the LORD, all ye meek of the earth, which have wrought his judgment; 
seek righteousness, seek meekness: it may be ye shall be hid in the day of the 
LORD'S anger. 

 
17c  Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: 
because as he is, so are we in this world.  
 
As he is now, so are we now. That is, we are flesh and spirit as he is flesh and spirit. His flesh 
gives us boldness and confidence on the day of judgement because he walked as we walk in this 
world. 
 

Hebrews 2:13-17 And again, I will put my trust in him. And again, Behold I and the children 
which God hath given me. Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and 
blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might 
destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; And deliver them who through fear of 
death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. For verily he took not on him the nature of 
angels; but he took on him the seed of Abraham. Wherefore in all things it behoved him to 
be made like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest 
in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people.  
 

We need to be reminded of this: “as he is, so are we in this world”. Not “as he is heaven, so will 
we be in heaven”, but “in this world”. God is conforming us to be like him, to love like him, and 
to live like him, here and now. 

 
Romans 8:29  For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the 
image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 
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We have a High Priest, and a King of kings, and the Lord of lords, who is ministering and 
reigning in this world, and he is ministering and reigning through us, who have been made 
“kings and priests unto God and his father”. Therefore, knowing that he has prepared us as a 
people to bear his banner of love, we can be without fear of man in this world. 
 
18a  There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath 
torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love.  
 
God’s children should fear God. 

 
Matthew 10:28  And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but 
rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 
 
Philippians 2:12 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence 
only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling. 
 

God’s children do not have a spirit of fear. They do not live fearful of condemnation. 
 
2 Timothy 1:7 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and 
of a sound mind. 
 
Romans 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ 
Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 
 
Romans 8:15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have 
received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 

 
18b  There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He 
that feareth is not made perfect in love.  
 
A fear of condemnation and a lack of confidence and boldness in the adoption as sons of God, is 
a sign of unbelief, that God’s love is not present in the individual. John, again, is not giving us an 
absolute to judge ourselves or others by, but is giving us a guide to understand how those who 
do not have the love of God dwelling in them respond to the world. 
 
19  We love him, because he first loved us.  
 
John restates this to remind us that there is a proper sequence of events, beginning with God. 
God first sent the Son to be the Savior of the world. God first dwells in those who confess that 
Jesus Christ is the Savior and Anointed Son of God. God first is to be feared. God first is love. 
God “first loved us”. God is first because God is the “I am”, the self-existent One God. All else is 
secondary. 
 

Isaiah 55:8-9 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my 
ways, saith the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher 
than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.  

 
Our thoughts and our ways are low (secondary) while God’s thoughts and ways are high 
(primary). Our faith (which is “the gift of God”) in God as the first cause, is what enables us to 
love God, love our neighbors, love our brethren, boldly confessing Jesus Christ as the Savior of 
the world without fear of torment or judgement. This is the victorious life of the overcomer. 
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1 John 5:4-5 4 For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory 
that overcometh the world, even our faith. 5 Who is he that overcometh the world, but he 
that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God? 

 
And the world is overcome by love: God’s love for us, dwelling in us, and demonstrably lived out 
in this world by our love for God, our neighbor, and our brethren. Our faith makes us victorious 
in our love, but God’s love makes us supremely victorious. 
 

Romans 8:31-39  What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against 
us? He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him 
also freely give us all things? Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that 
justifieth. Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is 
even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us. Who shall separate us from 
the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, 
or sword? As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep 
for the slaughter. Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him 
that loved us. For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things present, nor things to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, 
shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 


