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God is in control of His creation. (He is God, we are not) 

I. God’s salvation comes with a call to a set-apart life of moral excellence. (v. 9a) 

For you know what instructions we gave you by the authority of the Lord Jesus. 

It is God’s will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual immorality; that each 

of you should learn to control your own body in a way that is holy and honorable, not in 

passionate lust like the pagans, who do not know God… For God did not call us to be impure, 

but to live a holy life. (1 Thessalonians 4:2-5, 7) 

 

Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober, set your hope on the grace to be brought to 

you when Jesus Christ is revealed at his coming. As obedient children, do not conform to the 

evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. But just as he who called you is holy, so be 

holy in all you do; for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.” (1 Peter 1:13-16 quoting 

Leviticus 11:44-45) 

 

For you know that we dealt with each of you as a father deals with his own children, 

encouraging, comforting and urging you to live lives worthy of God, who calls you into his 

kingdom and glory. 

And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word of God, which you 

heard from us, you accepted it not as a human word, but as it actually is, the word of God, 

which is indeed at work in you who believe. (1 Thessalonians 2:11-13) 

 

II. Our salvation is God’s doing for His glory. (v. 9b) 

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the 

gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast. (Ephesians 2:8-9) 

 

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been 

called according to his purpose. For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to 

the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. And those 

he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also 

glorified. (Romans 8:28-30) 

 

He was foreknown before the foundation of the world but was manifested in these last times for 

your sake. (1 Peter 1:20) 

“No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws them, and I will raise them up at 

the last day. It is written in the Prophets: ‘They will all be taught by God.’ Everyone who has 

heard the Father and learned from him comes to me. No one has seen the Father except the one 



who is from God; only he has seen the Father. Very truly I tell you, the one who believes has 

eternal life. I am the bread of life. Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, yet they died. 

But here is the bread that comes down from heaven, which anyone may eat and not die. I am the 

living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats this bread will live forever. This bread 

is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.” (John 6:44-51) 

 

Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become 

children of God— children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s 

will, but born of God. (John 1:12-13) 

 

For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In 

love he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his 

pleasure and will—to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One 

he loves…In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him 

who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, in order that we, who 

were the first to put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. And you also were 

included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you 

believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit 

guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the 

praise of his glory. (Ephesians 1:4-6, 11-14) 

 

III. God’s grace to us began in eternity past. (v. 9c) 

Not only that, but Rebekah’s children were conceived at the same time by our father Isaac. Yet, 

before the twins were born or had done anything good or bad—in order that God’s purpose in 

election might stand: not by works but by him who calls—she was told, “The older will serve 

the younger.” Just as it is written: “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.” 

What then shall we say? Is God unjust? Not at all! For he says to Moses, 

“I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, 

    and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.” 

It does not, therefore, depend on human desire or effort, but on God’s mercy. (Romans 9:10-16) 

 

What if he did this to make the riches of his glory known to the objects of his mercy, whom he 

prepared in advance for glory— even us, whom he also called, not only from the Jews but also 

from the Gentiles? (Romans 9:23-24) 

 

IV. The fullness of God’s grace is revealed in the incarnation of God’s only Son. (v.10a) 

He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, 

    nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 

He was despised and rejected by mankind, 

    a man of suffering, and familiar with pain. 

Like one from whom people hide their faces 

    he was despised, and we held him in low esteem. 



Surely he took up our pain 

    and bore our suffering, 

yet we considered him punished by God, 

    stricken by him, and afflicted. 

But he was pierced for our transgressions, 

    he was crushed for our iniquities; 

the punishment that brought us peace was on him, 

    and by his wounds we are healed. 

We all, like sheep, have gone astray, 

    each of us has turned to our own way; 

and the LORD has laid on him 

    the iniquity of us all. (Isaiah 53:2b-6) 

 

V. Christ’s death and resurrection illuminates the only way to be brought from spiritual 

death to life. (v. 10b) 

And the LORD God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but 

you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you 

will certainly die.” (Genesis 2:16-17) 

 
 Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way 

death came to all people, because all sinned… (Romans 5:12) 

 

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

(Romans 6:23) 

 

The last enemy to be destroyed is death. (1 Corinthians 15:26) 

 

So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised 

imperishable; it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in 

power; it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. (1 Corinthians 15:42-44) 

 

Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he 

might break the power of him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil— and free those 

who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. For surely it is not angels he 

helps, but Abraham’s descendants. For this reason he had to be made like them, fully human in 

every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, 

and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people. Because he himself suffered when 

he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted. (Hebrews 2:14-18) 

 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us 

new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an 

inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, who 



through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be 

revealed in the last time. (1 Peter 1:3-4) 

 

I declare to you, brothers and sisters, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, 

nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all 

sleep, but we will all be changed— in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For 

the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For the 

perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. When the 

perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the 

saying that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.” 
 “Where, O death, is your victory? 

    Where, O death, is your sting?” 

The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God! He gives us the 

victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give 

yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in 

vain. (1 Corinthians 15:50-58) 

 
 Join together in following my example, brothers and sisters, and just as you have us as a model, 

keep your eyes on those who live as we do. For, as I have often told you before and now tell 

you again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ. Their destiny is 

destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is set on 

earthly things. But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the 

Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, 

will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body. (Philippians 3:17-21) 


