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Romans 1:1-7 

 

Exposition of Romans – Lesson 3 

 
Introduction: 
 
     Tonight’s lesson we will continue in Romans chapter 1, with the greeting, introduction 
and the theme of the Book. All this is covered in verses one through seventeen of chapter 
one, but tonight we will only get through verse 7. This being the sixth writing of Paul in 
chronological order covers a theme that should consume all of us, “the Gospel of God.”  

     Before Paul opens up with condemnation, justification, sanctification moving into 
vindication he greets his readers with this introduction to this epistle. Dr. Warren Wiersbe 
states concerning this wonderful letter; “Imagine! You and I can read and study the same 
inspired letter that brought life and power to Luther and Wesley! And the same Holy Spirit 
who taught them can teach us! You and I can experience revival in our hearts, homes, and 
churches if the message of this letter grips us as it has gripped men of faith in centuries past” 
(Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary New Testament Volume 1; 1989, page 514).  

     Last week’s lesson we covered verse one; “Paul, a bond-servant of Christ Jesus, called as 
an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God” (NASB – Romans 1:1). The Apostle Paul 
presented his credentials here in the first verse yet he was mainly focusing open his new 
Master and the Gospel of God’s Grace.  

     Paul told us that he was first a bond-servant of Christ, called to be an Apostle of Christ 
and lastly he told us that he was a preacher of the gospel. So this man as the instrument of 
our LORD under divine inspiration of God the Holy Spirit was fully qualified to write such a 
powerful letter. Let us heed to and obey these things that the Holy Spirit has moved Paul to 
pin.  

     Let us empty our minds this evening and let the Word of Christ richly dwell in us. So that 
we might “present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your 
reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will 
of God” (KJV – Romans 12:1c-2). 
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Romans 1:1-7 

1 Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of God, 

2 (Which he had promised afore by his prophets in the holy scriptures,) 

3 Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the seed of David according to 
the flesh; 

4 And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the 
resurrection from the dead: 

5 By whom we have received grace and apostleship, for obedience to the faith among all 
nations, for his name: 

6 Among whom are ye also the called of Jesus Christ: 

7 To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

     This new message that Peter, James, John, Paul and many, many others were preaching; 
was it a new plan. Was God’s having to change up the way He was doing things because that 
the Son of Man was crucified? No my friend, but this was all foreordained and planned by a 
Sovereign God. Paul stated “(Which he had promised afore by his prophets in the holy 
scriptures,)” (KJV – Romans 1:2).  Paul tells his readers and us today that the centerpiece of 
the message of the Prophets was in fact this gospel.  

     MacArthur states that “Paul’s Jewish antagonists accused him of preaching a revolutionary 
new message unrelated to Judaism” (MacArthur, The MacArthur Study Bible Notes; 2006, 
page 1658). This was what Paul was accused of here, a new revolutionary message that 
went against the people, the law and the temple. “And when the seven days were almost 
ended, the Jews which were of Asia, when they saw him in the temple, stirred up all the people, 
and laid hands on him, 28 Crying out, Men of Israel, help: This is the man, that teacheth all men 
every where against the people, and the law, and this place: and further brought Greeks also 
into the temple, and hath polluted this holy place” (KJV – Acts 21:27-28).  This was no new 
message nor was it a new plan that God had to bring about because of reactionary means. 
But this was the promised message told to Adam way back even in Genesis 3:15. 

     This gospel message was the very reason that Christ came and died. “Then He said to 
them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken! 
26 Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into His glory?” 27 And 
beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded to them in all the Scriptures the things 
concerning Himself” (NKJV – Luke 24:25-27). 
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     This was Paul’s message, the Gospel of God’s Grace brought forth by the Only Begotten 
Son of God, our LORD Jesus Christ. The same Christ that was Paul’s new master and the one 
who called Paul to be an Apostle and sent him out to be a preacher of this gospel.  

Romans 1:2-5 

2 (Which he had promised afore by his prophets in the holy scriptures,) 

3 Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the seed of David according to 
the flesh; 

4 And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the 
resurrection from the dead: 

5 By whom we have received grace and apostleship, for obedience to the faith among all 
nations, for his name: 

     Paul was so settled upon the truth of the Gospel, that of an empty tomb and a occupied 
thrown that he gave a brief summary of it here in these four verses. 

- Foretold in the Scriptures - (Which he had promised afore by his prophets in the holy 
scriptures,). 
 

- The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us - Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord, which was made of the seed of David according to the flesh; 
 

- The God-man as the substitute for man; the death, the burial and the resurrection - 
And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the 
resurrection from the dead: 
 

- Acceptance by God through the Person of Christ - By whom we have received grace. 

     To summarize Paul’s message; “For He hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; 
that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him” (KJV – 2 Corinthians 5:21). Paul as 
an Apostle that had seen the risen LORD could declare such a powerful message. 

     “Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also 
ye have received, and wherein ye stand; 2 By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory 
what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. 3 For I delivered unto you first of all 
that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; 4 And 
that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the scriptures: 5 And 
that He was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: 
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6 After that, He was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part 
remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep. 7 After that, He was seen of James; then of 
all the apostles. 8 And last of all He was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time. 9 For I 
am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the 
church of God. 10 But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed 
upon me was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the 
grace of God which was with me. 11 Therefore whether it were I or they, so we preach, and so 
ye believed” (KJV – 1 Corinthians 15:1-11). 

     Paul as an Apostle was declaring the message that God had saved him with by His grace, and 
that same grace called Paul to his apostleship.   

Romans 1:5 

5 By whom we have received grace and apostleship, for obedience to the faith among all 
nations, for his name: 

     Paul once again is qualifying his apostolic authority here, by the grace of God. Notice Paul 
mentions here, referring to himself (only) in verse five - By whom we have received grace 
and apostleship. Grace comes from God, it is God’s means of Salvation but also to bestow 
Spiritual Gifts upon who so ever He wills by His Sovereign decree.  

     Dr. J. Vernon McGee comments concerning this verse and he states; “Although 
“apostleship” referred specifically to Paul and the others who were technically apostles, every 
believer is a “sent one.” The word in Greek is apostole’, meaning “a sending forth.” Every 
believer should be a witness, one sent forth with a message. What are you doing to get the 
Word of God out in these days?” (McGee, Thru the Bible Commentary Series, Volume 42; 
1991, page 26). 

     I find it amazing today in our age how many of the charismatic movement want to exalt 
themselves with that title. Either we are all titled Apostles because we are all under the 
same “Great Commission” or we should leave that title to the men of the Scripture directly 
appointed by Christ. Because according to the Bible there were at least five major 
prerequisites to have that official title.  

1. An Apostle had to be directly chosen by Christ Himself. 

Acts 1:2 Until the day in which he was taken up, after that he through the Holy Ghost had 
given commandments unto the apostles whom he had chosen: 

Acts 1:24 And they prayed, and said, Thou, Lord, which knowest the hearts of all men, shew 
whether of these two thou hast chosen. 
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Galatians 1:1 Paul, an apostle, (not of men, neither by man, but by Jesus Christ, and God the 
Father, who raised him from the dead;) 

Galatians 1:12 For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of 
Jesus Christ. 

John 15:16 Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go 
and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the 
Father in my name, he may give it you. 

 

2. An Apostle had to witness the Resurrection Christ. 

Acts 1:22 Beginning from the baptism of John, unto that same day that he was taken up from 
us, must one be ordained to be a witness with us of his resurrection. 

I Corinthians 9:1 Am I am not an apostle? am I not free? have I not seen Jesus Christ our Lord? 
are not ye my work in the Lord? 

I Corinthians 15:4-10 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according 
to the scriptures: 5 And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: 6 After that, he was seen 
of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part remain unto this present, 
but some are fallen asleep. 7 After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles. 8 And last 
of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time. 9 For I am the least of the apostles, 
that am not meet to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the 
grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but 
I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me. 

 

3. An Apostle had power to work divine miracles. 

Acts 8:14-18 Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had 
received the word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John: 15 Who, when they were come 
down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost: 16 (For as yet he was fallen 
upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.) 17 Then laid they 
their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost. 18 And when Simon saw that through 
laying on of the apostles' hands the Holy Ghost was given, he offered them money. 

II Corinthians 12:12  Truly the signs of an apostle were wrought among you in all patience, in 
signs, and wonders, and mighty deeds. 
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Hebrews 2:4 God also bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, and with divers 
miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his own will? 

 

4. An Apostle had authority over the Church, given directly by Christ. 

I Corinthians 5:3-5 For I verily, as absent in body, but present in spirit, have judged already, 
as though I were present, concerning him that hath so done this deed, 4 In the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are gathered together, and my spirit, with the power of our Lord  

Jesus Christ, 5 To deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit 
may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. 

II Corinthians 11:28  Beside those things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily, 
the care of all the churches. 

II Corinthians 12:20-21 For I fear, lest, when I come, I shall not find you such as I would, and 
that I shall be found unto you such as ye would not: lest there be debates, envyings, wraths, 
strifes, backbitings, whisperings, swellings, tumults: 21 And lest, when I come again, my God 
will humble me among you, and that I shall bewail many which have sinned already, and have 
not repented of the uncleanness and fornication and lasciviousness which they have 
committed. 

Ephesians 2:19-20 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens 
with the saints, and of the household of God; 20 And are built upon the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; 

 

5. An Apostle received special revelation and could speak and write by divine 
inspiration of God. 

II Corinthians 12:1 It is not expedient for me doubtless to glory. I will come to visions and 
revelations of the Lord. 

II Corinthians 13:2-3 I told you before, and foretell you, as if I were present, the second time; 
and being absent now I write to them which heretofore have sinned, and to all other, that, if I 
come again, I will not spare: 3 Since ye seek a proof of Christ speaking in me, which to you-
ward is not weak, but is mighty in you. 

Galatians 1:12 For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of 
Jesus Christ. 
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II Timothy 3:16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 

II Peter 1:20-21 Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private 
interpretation. 21 For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of 
God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. 

     By letting the Scripture interpret Scripture and it’s truth being the final authority there is 
no questioning Paul Apostolic Authority, yet there are many in the world today that by the 
authority of the Word of God, I would certainly question!  

 

Romans 1:6-7 

6 Among whom are ye also the called of Jesus Christ: 

7 To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

     Paul clearly delivering his call and commission, now he moves to address theirs. In the 
closing two verses here Dr. John Phillips brings out that Paul mentions three clear points 
about the called of God. We should all take note to remember these further down the road 
in Romans when we begin dealing deeper with the Sovereignty of God.  

     Phillips notes: “The called of God are located by Him, . . . The called of God are also loved by 
Him. They are lifted by Him” (Phillips, Exploring Romans – An Expository Commentary; 
2002, page 16). 

- God’s Called are located by Him - To all that be in Rome. His called are not only in 
Rome but remember this brothers and sisters: “But God's firm foundation stands, 
bearing this seal: “The Lord knows those who are his,” and, “Let everyone who names 
the name of the Lord depart from iniquity” (ESV – 2 Timothy 2:19). 
 

- God’s Called are loved by Him - beloved of God. His Chosen who He has loved with an 
everlasting love; the beloved of God. “According as he hath chosen us in him before 
the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in 
love: 5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, 
according to the good pleasure of his will, 6 To the praise of the glory of his grace, 
wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved” (KJV – Ephesians 1:4-6). 
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- God’s Called are lifted by Him - called to be saints. Only by His amazing grace. “Even 

when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are 
saved;) 6 And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus: 7 That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace 
in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace are ye saved through 
faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9 Not of works, lest any man 
should boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, 
which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them” (KJV – Ephesians 2:5-
10). 

     What a glorious introduction to a marvelous letter that Paul wrote. Grace to you and peace 
from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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