
Rapture: Is It Real -- Will All Believers Make It (Part 1) 

Truth or Tradition Series -- January 6, 2019 -- Matthew 24-25 

 
 Seek and you shall find:    Amos 3:7   Surely the Lord GOD will do nothing, But he revealeth his 

secret unto his servants the prophets.  

Amos 3:7 Website:   There is an interesting parallel between a Jewish wedding and the Rapture. 
Only a Pre-Tribulation Rapture will fit into this scenario. We, the betrothed (Christ’s Church ) 
currently await the return of our Bridegroom to take us to the wedding chamber (the rapture ) to 
spend seven years (while the tribulation occurs on Earth ). We will then celebrate the Marriage 
Supper of the Lamb and depart with our Bridegroom for our new home, the new Jerusalem.  

Previously studied in the Ancient Jewish Wedding custom:  
● Step 7 -- The bridegroom departs to prepare a place for the couple:  
● Step 8 -- The waiting bride -- consecration/sanctification/set apart/secluded: 

● Step 9 -- The return of the bridegroom “as a thief in the night” 

Compare the following:  
Revelation 19:11-16   And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him 

was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war. His eyes were as a 
flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, 
but he himself. And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word 
of God. And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, 
white and clean. And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: 
and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath 
of Almighty God. And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND 
LORD OF LORDS.  
● This is the Second Coming -- the world will know when Jesus returns  

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17   For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice 
of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which 
are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the 
air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.  
● This with 1 Corinthians 15:50-55 are known as the “catching away” passages -- this is not the 

Second Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 
● Note:  Rapture/catching away/come up hither is not a fallacy.  Elijah (2 Kings 2:1; 11) -- Jesus 

(Acts 1:9) -- Apostle Paul (2 Corinthians 12:1-4) -- Apostle John (Revelation 4:1) -- The two 
witnesses (Revelation 11:12) 

● Apostle Paul calls it a mystery in 1 Corinthians 15:52 

How does this relate to the wedding steps: 
● Step 9:   The bridegroom usually came late at night (near midnight) with shouts, with shofars in 

a torch lit procession with the friends of the groom.  (Important:  The bridegroom only comes 
near the house -- he does not come into the house of the bride) 

● Jesus made a promise:  John 14:3   And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, 
and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. 

● Jesus gives the preview in Matthew 24 and 25 in discourse (Olivet) and parable form 
● Matthew 24:36-41 compares the “days of Noe” to “two in the field” and “two grinding” 
● Sandwiched between “The Servants” (Jewish) and “The Talents” (Jewish) is “Wise and 

Foolish Virgins” (Gentile) 
●  “Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened to:  Matthew 25:6   “at midnight”;  “a cry 

made”;  “the bridegroom cometh”; “ye out to meet him”  



The structure of Matthew 24:   Verse 24:1-3:  When Jesus and the disciples are alone on Mount 
Olive comes the question of when, what are the signs of the coming and the end;   Verse 24:4-5:  Be 
not deceived;   Verse 24:6-28:  Jesus gives the “trailer” of the truths of the Great Tribulation;   Verse 
24:29-35:  A brief description of the Second Coming after the Great Tribulation;   Verse 24:36-41: 
Preview of the beginning of the end;   Verse 24:42-44:  Watch and be ready;   Verse 24:45-51:  
Parable of wise and foolish servant (Jewish end time salvation)  Matthew 25:1-13:  Parable of wise 
and foolish virgins;  Matthew 25:14-30:  Parable of the talents;   Matthew 25:31-46:  The Second 
Coming in glory 

Preview of the beginning of the end:   Matthew 24:36-41    But of that day and hour knoweth 
no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only. But as the days of Noe were, so shall also 
the coming of the Son of man be. For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, And knew not 
until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. Then 
shall two be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left. Two women shall be grinding at 
the mill; the one shall be taken, and the other left. Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour 
your Lord doth come.  
● When:  No man, not even angels, but only the Father knows - nobody will know until it is over 
● The teaching of Jesus:  A preview of how the end begins -- not ends -- with “catching away” 

Parable of the wise and foolish virgins:   Matthew 25:1-13   Then shall the kingdom of heaven 
be likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom. And 
five of them were wise, and five were foolish. They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil 
with them: But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. While the bridegroom tarried, they 
all slumbered and slept. And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go 
ye out to meet him. Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps. And the foolish said unto 
the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out. But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest 
there be not enough for us and you: but go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves. And 
while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the 
marriage: and the door was shut. Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to 
us. But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not. Watch therefore, for ye know 
neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh. 
● Virgin defined:   Revelation 14:4-5  “these are they who follow the Lamb whithersoever He 

goeth, for they are without spot before the throne of God” -- simply followers of Jesus  
● All ten were virgins/believers -- they knew the bridegroom/Jesus -- All ten “went forth” 
● The difference -- oil:   All had lamps, but five were wise/five were foolish -- “ready or not” 

● Great debate -- what is the oil:   Proverbs 21:20   There is treasure to be desired and oil in 
the dwelling of the wise; But a foolish man spendeth it up.  

● Ready:  Those with oil/wisdom were ready for the marriage -- “and the door was shut” 
● Not ready:  Those without oil/wisdom missed the marriage -- pleading and knocking to late 
● The “not ready”: Judgment was not ready -- not unsaved:  “I know you not” 

● I know you not as “holy and without blemish”:   Ephesians 5:27   That he might present it to 
himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should 
be holy and without blemish.  

● I know you not as “chaste”:   2 Corinthians 11:2  For I am jealous over you with godly 
jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste 
virgin to Christ.  

 

Announcements/Warnings by Jesus:   Matthew 24:42 -- Watch;    Matthew 25:13 -- Watch; 
Matthew 25:19 -- Cometh;    Matthew 25:27 -- Then cometh;    Matthew 25:31 -- Come in His glory 



 


