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Introduction:  In the midst of the wonderful pageantry of Christmas perhaps one rarely meditates upon 
the cross at Calvary on which this grown baby boy was unlawfully murdered both by church and by 
state.  All is white and warm and bright;  we allow no scenes of ugliness or of suffering.  Yet, this 
glorious birth of Jesus means little apart from the cross.  He was born in order that He would die!

1. Can not God do anything?  Is there something that God is unable to do?  Many err in 
answering these questions.  Of course there is much that God cannot do.  He cannot lie.  He cannot 
deny Himself.  God must act according to His character.  

2. A corollary to this is the question, Could God have saved sinners in many different ways?  
Was the manner of salvation simply a matter of His choice among infinite options?  We tread 
upon holy ground here but we have the warrant of Scripture to do so.  Our answer must come from 
God's written Word, not from human philosophy.  Many, not knowing the nature of God, of justice nor
the sinfulness of sin, err in answering these questions.

3. Hebrews 7:26, "For it was fitting..."  There is a consistent rhyme and reason for the how of 
salvation.  Hebrews 5:8-10, "...He became..." Jesus had to become and to experience what He did in 
the incarnation in order to become our high priest.  Hebrews 2:9-10, 14-18, "... Therefore, He had to be
made like His brethren..."  propitiation required all the details of the incarnation.  Galatians 4:4-5, "... 
in order that He might redeem ..."  Jesus had to live under the law which condemns us for disobedience
that He might for us obey it perfectly.  Hebrews 10:1-3, "... can never ... make perfect ..."  Why can't 
the blood of goats and sheep make you perfect?

4. The entire Old Testament declared the necessity of the death and resurrection of Jesus who 
would be born in a manger and be crucified on the cross in His adulthood, Luke 24:45-46.
The shadow of the cross falls across all the pages of the Bible, Genesis 3:15.  All of revelation and all
of history must be understood in the shadow of the cross.  Not to do so is to live and think in a 
mythical world of make believe.  But not only history must be understood in the shadow of the cross 
but also this present and the future.  This is why we repeat the observation of the Lord's Supper.

5. Look at what Simeon said to Mary and Joseph, "this Child is appointed," v34.  Simeon asserts
that God the Father has predestined this Child to a task.  Isaiah in his four servant songs has revealed 
this task in great detail.1  He has been sent from God on a mission.  The concept here of sovereign 
control over all His creation is precisely that which King Solomon declares in Ecclesiastes 3:1.2

6. Further, Jesus would cause the "fall and rise of many in Israel," v34.  Simeon teaches you 
that Jesus Christ is the great dividing line of each and every person's existence.  How one  relates to 
Jesus determines not only his present life but his eternal state.  "Thoughts ... revealed," v35, How one
views Jesus reveals their basic nature to be either at enmity with God or at peace with God.

7. What was Jesus predestined to do?  "... a sword will pierce...," v35, Mary will suffer great 
anguish watching her Son die upon the cross, John 19:25-27.  When the sword did pierce Mary's heart,
as she watched her beloved Son die as a criminal, Jesus comforted her in remanding her into the care 
of His beloved disciple John.  See here Jesus full of grace and truth.

1 Isaiah 42:1-9;  49:1-7; 50:4-11;  and 52:13-53:12
2 Many translations miss the force of the Hebrew;  KJV and NIV 'there is a time', ESV 'there is a season', NEB similarly.
The Geneva Bible is accurate with, 'to all things there is an appointed time'.



8. "... for a sign to be opposed ...," v34  It is Jesus crucified that is offensive to men.  His birth is 
not offensive when not seen in its direct connection to His death, 1 Corinthians 1:23.  Why is the cross 
so offensive? (1)  It implies that I deserve to die; and, (2)  It implies that I owe my whole self to Him 
who died.

9. Jesus was indeed born to die.  It was predestined,  Acts 1:16-20;  2:23, 30-31;  3:18;  4:24-
28.  It was prophesied, Genesis 3:15; Psalm 22; Isaiah 53; Jonah; Zechariah 12:10.  It was Jesus own 
self-concept, Mark 10:45; John 3:14-15; 10:11, 15-18; Matthew 16:21-23.

10. In summary - Why did Jesus have to come down to earth?  To become man in order to die.  
Why did Jesus have to die?  Because God desired to bring former sinners to Himself in worship and 
communion.   (consequent)  Why did Jesus have to die?  Because God is holy, righteous and pure.  
Nothing unclean may come into His presence and live.   (absolute necessity)    Justice - Deuteronomy 
19:21; Ezekiel 18:20.

11. Therefore, in eternity past when God set His saving love upon you He knew then what the cost 
would be.  This is the Biblical gauge of the love of God the Father for you who believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ and in sincerity call Him Lord.

12. Psalm 85:10, "Lovingkindness and truth have met together;  Righteousness and peace have 
kissed each other."  This was accomplished by This grown Baby when as an adult He was 
crucified!


