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Let’s review Nehemiah 9 for context: 1. Conviction from the word of God (1). 2. Separation from 
the ungodly (2a) 3. Confession of sins against God (2b-3). 4. Listing of sins against God (4-31). 5. 
Requesting mercy from God (32-37). 6. Turning away from sin to God (38). 
 

Nehemiah 9:38 And because of all this we make a sure covenant, and write it; and our 
princes, Levites, and priests, seal unto it. 

 
What does it mean to “make a sure covenant” and to “seal unto it”? 
 
Covenant (Webster’s 1828): “A mutual consent or agreement of two or more persons, to do or to 
forbear some act or thing; a contract; stipulation. A covenant is created by deed in writing, 
sealed and executed; or it may be implied in the contract.” 
 
The word “covenant” is not in the original scriptures in these verses (it is however elsewhere in 
the scriptures). It was added to the King James Version to clarify what a “sure” is. The word 
“sure” (ămânâh) means “something fixed, that is, a covenant, an allowance…” and is the 
feminine form of the word “amen” (âmên) which also means “sure; (and) abstractly faithfulness; 
adverbially truly…so be it, truth.”  
 
The words “seal” and “sealed” (châtham) with (al) in 9:38 and 10:1 mean “to close up; especially 
to seal: - make an end, mark, seal (up), stop” with “above, over, upon, or against”. 
 
The people made, wrote, and sealed their covenant with God and one another to obey God’s 
commandments. It does no good for us to confess and supplicate in prayer without committing 
to repent of our sin and do what God has commanded us to do.  
 
Nehemiah 10:1a Now those that sealed were, Nehemiah, the Tirshatha, the son of 
Hachaliah, and Zidkijah, 
 
We can then suppose that what Nehemiah and the “princes, Levites, and priests” did was to take 
their “sure covenant” with God and with one another (their “so be it” and “amen” and “truth”) 
and sealed it up as if it were a letter in an envelope with a wax signet seal. 
 
Matthew Henry: “When Israel was first brought into covenant with God it was done by sacrifice and the 
sprinkling of blood, Ex. 24. But here it was done by the more natural and common way of sealing and 
subscribing the written articles of the covenant, which bound them to no more than was already their 
duty.” 
 
The recent chapters, 8 and 9, have been about restoring the community of believers to its 
foundation doctrinally and practically in the word of God. Chapter 10 is about taking the 
community’s beliefs and putting them into action. 
 
Now let’s summarize the actions that were covenanted to by the community in chapter 10. 
 
1. Nehemiah and the nobles seal (sign) a covenant (1-27). 2. The entire community enters with 
the nobles into a curse and oath (28-29). 3. They will not give their children in marriage to those 
who are outside of their community (30). 4. They will not buy from those who are outside their 
community on the Sabbath Day (31a). 5. They will release debt in the seventh year (31b). 6. They 
will pay tax to support the material and work of the temple of God (32-33). 7. They will bring 
wood to the temple when it is their turn (34). They will bring the first and best produce of their 
families, flocks, and harvests to the Levites for use in the temple of God (35-39a). They will not 
forsake God’s house (39b). 
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Now let’s apply those verses from chapter 10 to Christian community. 
 
10:1b-27 lists “those that were sealed” of the “princes, Levites, and priests”. 
 
28a And the rest of the people, the priests, the Levites, the porters, the singers, the 
Nethinims,  
 
All the rest who were not of “those that were sealed” but who were identified lesser officials and 
the servants in temple.  
 
1 The first point of application is that Christian communities (congregations or 
associations) should covenant (agree) with one another upon what their beliefs 
are (doctrine) and how those beliefs will be acted upon (practice). This is the reason 
we have specific articles of faith and covenants for congregations, and general confessions of 
faith for associations. These are written documents that are agreed-upon by groups of 
Christians in community with one another. These documents, with their foundation in the word 
of God, are necessary for the oneness that Jesus prayed for in the garden. 
 

John 17:11 And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to thee. 
Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom thou hast given me, that they may be 
one, as we are. 

 
John 17:21-23 21 That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that 
they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. 22 And the 
glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one: 23 
I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may 
know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me. 

 
28b and all they that had separated themselves from the people of the lands unto 
the law of God, their wives, their sons, and their daughters,  
 
2a The second point of application is that the foundational unit of Christian 
communities is the Christian family. A complete Christian family is made up of parents 
(male and female, husband and wife) and children. (A Christian family may also be made up by 
a single parent and children, but that is not God’s ideal; it is incomplete). 
 

John 17:14-16 14 I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because they 
are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 15 I pray not that thou shouldest take 
them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil. 16 They are 
not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 

 
2b And Christians, both singles and families, ought to be separate from the civil 
society. Not physically separate (as Jesus prayed “these are in the world”), but spiritually 
separate.  
 

2 Corinthians 6:14-18 14 Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for 
what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with 
darkness? 15 And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with 
an infidel? 16 And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the 
living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people. 17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, 
saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, 18 And will be a Father 
unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. 
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28c every one having knowledge, and having understanding;  
 
Those that knew and understood the “law of God” and the “sure covenant”.  
 
3 The third point of application is that Christian communities are made up of those in 
families, congregations, and associations that know and understand first, the 
word of God, and second, (subject to the word of God) the covenant of the 
community. This principle necessarily excludes those who cannot know and cannot 
understand from agreeing to the covenant, but not from participating in the community until 
they gain knowledge and understanding of the word of God and the covenant. Christian baptism 
(immersion in water) is a public declaration of belief and agreement, and it is given only to those 
who are able to know and understand. 
 

Mark 1:5 And there went out unto him all the land of Judaea, and they of Jerusalem, and were 
all baptized of him in the river of Jordan, confessing their sins. 
 
Mark 16:16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall 
be damned. 
 
Acts 2:37-38 Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter 
and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? 38 Then Peter said unto 
them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission 
of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

 
Acts 8:12 But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, 
and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. 

 
29a They clave to their brethren, their nobles,  
 
They agreed with and supported those who had sealed the covenant. 
 
4 The fourth point of application is that Christian communities are required to have 
unified servant leadership. First, Jesus Christ is the head of the congregations of God, and 
he is the example of perfect servant leadership. Second, Jesus Christ has appointed men to be 
servant leaders (ministers) to the congregations of God, and they are to be unified (in covenant, 
agreeing) with one another in doctrine and practice. How can the members agree if their leaders 
aren’t in agreement? 
 

Ephesians 4:11-16 11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, 
evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of 
the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: 13 Till we all come in the unity of the 
faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the 
stature of the fulness of Christ: 14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, 
and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, 
whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in 
all things, which is the head, even Christ: 16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and 
compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure 
of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love. 

 
29b and entered into a curse, and into an oath, to walk in God's law, which was 
given by Moses the servant of God, and to observe and do all the commandments 
of the LORD our Lord, and his judgments and his statutes; 
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The entire community agreed upon doctrine (the word of God and the covenant) and agreed to 
practice in accordance to the doctrine. 
 
5 The fifth point of application is that Christian communities put doctrine into practice. 
Our agreement with doctrine is not enough. “The rubber meets the road” in our practice. The 
congregation of God at Jerusalem demonstrated this principle immediately following Pentecost.  
 

Acts 2:41-42 41 Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day 
there were added unto them about three thousand souls. 42 And they continued stedfastly 
in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. 
Acts 2:46-47 46 And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking 
bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, 47 
Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church 
daily such as should be saved. 

 
10:30-39a list the specific actions taken by the people: being separate, keeping the Sabbath 
Day, keeping the seventh year, and tithing.  
 
39b and we will not forsake the house of our God.  
 

Psalms 127:1 Except the LORD build the house, they labour in vain that build it: except 
the LORD keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain. 

 
6 The sixth and final point of application is that Christian communities are entirely 
dependent upon God and they acknowledge and embrace that dependency. The 
congregation of God at Jerusalem was blessed by God to grow. It wasn’t their street-corner 
preaching, it wasn’t their door-knocking campaigns, it wasn’t their social media presence, it 
wasn’t their meetinghouses, it wasn’t their programs, services, or schools. It was God. “The Lord 
added to the church daily”. The Lord built the house and kept the city. And what did the Lord 
require of them? Steadfast continuance in His doctrine and practice. Not forsaking His house. 
 

Hebrews 10:22-25 22 Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having 
our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us 
hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;) 24 And 
let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: 25 Not forsaking the 
assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and 
so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. 
 

Principles for Christian communities: 1. Christian communities (congregations or 
associations) should covenant (agree) with one another upon what their beliefs are (doctrine) 
and how those beliefs will be acted upon (practice) 2. The foundational unit of Christian 
communities is the Christian family and Christians, both singles and families, ought to be 
separate from the civil society. 3. Christian communities are made up of those in families, 
congregations, and associations that know and understand first, the word of God, and second, 
(subject to the word of God) the covenant of the community. 4. Christian communities are 
required to have unified servant leadership. 5. Christian communities put doctrine into practice. 
6. Christian communities are entirely dependent upon God and they acknowledge and embrace 
that dependency. 


