
Devotion For Christ - John 12:1-8 1-2-22
There are some sins that are so fundamental to our sinful nature that they often exist in a 

subtly and deceptiveness that we must be ever mindful of how easily they can creep in. One of 
these sins is coveting. Coveting in a general sense is not sinful. It is just the desire to want 
something, which is not bad in itself. But with anything it can easily turn. And when it is turned 
sinful it can take hold of our hearts quite easily. Sinful coveting is the desire of wanting 
something that you don’t currently have and to have it for yourself for self-gain, self-pleasure, 
self-interest, for self reasons. With this comes the issue of not being content with what God has 
given you. This coveting existed in the garden when Eve listened to the serpent deceive her. 
Listen for the elements of coveting in Genesis 3:1-6. “Now the serpent was more crafty than any 
other beast of the field that the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, ‘Did God actually 
say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?’ And the woman said to the serpent, ‘We may 
eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree 
that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’ But the serpent said to 
the woman, ‘You will not surely die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.’ So when the woman saw that the tree 
was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to 
make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with 
her, and he ate.” The serpent said that Eve would be like God, so this was enticing to her. She 
coveted the idea that she would be like God. She wasn’t content with who she was, so she 
wanted to be more. Then she saw that the tree was good for food, which isn’t a desire that is bad 
in itself, but it turns to a desire that is sinful, because she thinks that this fruit will make her wise. 
We can see that this desire for wisdom is coveting, because of the boundaries that God has put in 
place in His purpose. So she wants something for self that she thinks would benefit her above 
what God has given her. The benefit was for personal gain beyond what was ordained by God for 
her. 

The deceptiveness of this sin makes it difficult to see where that line is drawn a lot of the 
time, because in our sinfulness we also like to justify our actions. We create reasons for why we 
think it is not sinful. With all of us liable to do this we should make it a practice to line ourselves 
up to God’s Word, so that His light can illuminate the dark shadows in our hearts that remain. We 
ought to have a desire to not give way to sins like this, so we ought to be active in our battle 
against it. Paul was a man who struggled with this type of sin as he records in Romans 7, so we 
shouldn’t think that we are exempt for this one. This is especially true when there is so much 
focus on self in our day. Pleasure of self with the desire for personal gain at the expense of others 
is common in an entitled humanistic society, which is what we are experiencing today. This sin 
effects not only us, but our relationships with others and the life of the church. In gaining a 
clearer understanding of the principles at the nature of coveting we will be able to detect it more. 
This is beneficial to us when it comes to what the outflow of the saving grace of God should look 
like in us. This brings up the need for us to examine our devotion to Jesus and the things of God. 
All else should be inferior to the worth of Jesus for us and for what He has done in our place for 
our salvation and life. With the influence of the world consistently coming at the church this is an 
important area to reflect on under the light of God’s Word. When society is running to self more 
and more the church ought to resist compliance and compromise with a desire to exalt the worth 
of Christ above all things and to give ourselves fully to His cause in the world. A major part of 



this is to be content with what God has given us. 
With this in mind we are going to get into chapter 12 by looking at 1) the deception, 2) 

the deviation, and 3) the devotion that we can see happening here. Then through this we will 
finish with the point 4) for Christ. 

Before we get into those points let’s look at some contextual notes to help us follow the 
narrative as things progress closer to the cross. So Jesus was recently in Bethany, which was 
where Martha, Mary, and Lazarus are from, but because the officials are looking to arrest Jesus 
and because of the solidification of the Jews rejecting their Messiah, Jesus withdrew Himself to a 
region away from Jerusalem. But now with the Passover at hand people are wondering if Jesus 
would come back and show up in Jerusalem. He will, but before that He comes to Bethany to 
where Martha, Mary, and Lazarus are. They gather with the disciples at Simon the Leper’s house 
for a meal. As the beginning of verse 2 says, this dinner is for Lazarus, because of his recent 
coming back to life by the work of Jesus. This meal is in celebration of and in gratitude for the 
raising of Lazarus. This was costly for Jesus to be there as He could get arrested at any moment 
and this was also costly for everyone else there, because of that same factor, in their association 
with Jesus. When you have true, close association with Jesus you will be marked. 

Now, as this meal takes place we hear of Martha serving as she is found doing a lot, 
which shows a devotion. But what we also hear is that Mary does something that is out of 
custom to do. This shows her devotion, which is what brings up the whole thrust of this passage. 
Often Mary is found at the feet of Jesus and it is no different here. What is different is what takes 
place that brings her to His feet. She takes her alabaster jar of ointment, expensive ointment, that 
is worth a year’s wages and she pours it on Jesus’ head as it says in Matthew 26, on His body as 
it alludes to in Mark 14:8, and on His feet as we see here in verse 3. This act of devotion causes 
quite a stir. 

This leads us to the deception we see here, which is why I highlighted coveting to begin 
with. Witnessing this devotion of Mary, Judas pipes in voicing his problem with it. He says, 5 
“Why was this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?” Then as John 
writes about this many years after it had happened he is inspired by the Holy Spirit to interject a 
comment about the intention of Judas in saying what he said. John says in verse 6, “He said this, 
not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief, and having charge of the 
moneybag he used to help himself to what was put into it.” Now, the Gospel of John has a more 
intimate account of Judas’s betrayal, so here we get this comment that shows the deception of 
Judas when it came to Mary’s act of devotion toward her Lord. Judas was a money man, so he 
immediately recognizes how much the ointment would sell for. And he comes across as if he 
knows of a better use for the ointment, to sell it and give the money to the poor. But the intent of 
his heart is self-gain, greed, and coveting. He didn’t care about the poor, as John says, but he 
uses that as a cover. He is out for self-gain, which the money he would skimp off, the profit 
would benefit him. He is out for greed as we see that money is a recurring motivation of his. And 
he is coveting in that he wants what he doesn’t have. All this wrapped up together shows that he 
is willing to be deceptive in order to get what he wants. Plus, for him, this is nothing new. He has 
done this before, so this is a recurring intent and practice of his behind the backs of his fellow 
disciples and Jesus. 

In a world of selfism, the religion of love for self, there is much of this that goes on. And 
like anything, it can influence the church. And unfortunately it has in many ways as the church is 



following suit with its own selfism. For many in the church, they don’t care about worshipping 
Jesus when it really comes down to it. To worship Him in spirit and in truth is not the priority as 
long as they have what they want, which often times looks like, as long as the music suits them, 
or the programs suit them, especially when it comes to the kids programs of today where that is 
the number one priority on the list, or as long as each minister follows their traditional rules. So 
it is self-gain, greed, and coveting cloaked in goodness without true devotion to the worth and 
glory of Christ. This love for self can make people scheme ways to get where they want, which is 
applicable in and out of the church. They climb the corporate ladder or church ladder with a laid 
out plan of how to get where they want, so they get there in who they need to know and what 
they need to do. Often times this happens without a real care for what or who is used along the 
way. The end goal is for self-gain, which can be fueled by greed and coveting. We can even do 
this in principle with evangelism and apologetics where we just want to get another Boy Scout 
badge or win another argument while not truly caring that the person we encounter is a soul and 
an image-bearer of God. Even in the greatest of tasks we can have self-gain with a greed and 
coveting mentality. Paul mentions this in Philippians 1:15-18 where there were people who have 
a self-gain motivation. He says, “Some indeed preach Christ from envy and rivalry, but others 
from good will. The latter do it out of love, knowing that I am put here for the defense of the 
gospel. The former proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely but thinking to afflict 
me in my imprisonment.” Even though some preached the true gospel, their motivation was for 
self as they took the opportunity away from a devotion for the glory of Jesus in the gospel and 
turned it to self-gain. Evangelism and apologetics is not a game and it’s not for sport. Souls are at 
stake. Having to do with money, when we give to the work of the kingdom we should not have 
any strings attached when we give. When we do then we are still holding onto an ownership of 
something we’ve given to the Lord for His use. If there is any strings or conditions then that is a 
self-gain issue. AW Pink said this helpful motivation-searching comment regarding this passage. 
He said, “Cold-heartedness toward Christ and stinginess toward His cause always go together.” 
This stinginess really describes that turn toward self. If we are in Christ then we ought to actively 
work against this mentality, because it can creep in subtly. For Judas, he is willing to be 
deceptive in order to try and get what he wants, cloaking it in what comes off as righteous. 

What we also need to be careful of is a deviation that comes from an influence that is not 
of God. What we don’t see in this Gospel, but we do see in Matthew and Mark is that some of 
the other disciples said the same thing as Judas. In Matthew 26:8-9 it says, “And when the 
disciples saw it, they were indignant, saying, ‘Why this waste? For this could have been sold for 
a large sum and given to the poor.’” In Mark 14:4-5 it says, “There were some who said to 
themselves indignantly, ‘Why was the ointment wasted like that? For this ointment could have 
been sold for more than three hundred denarii and given to the poor.’ And they scolded her.” It is 
very likely that Judas influenced the others by his deception that John highlights. By John 
singling out Judas this gives us this impression. The disciples were known to waver and deviate, 
because of various influences, so the fact that John makes the comments he does about Judas 
seems to imply that the other disciples were influenced by Judas. Given some of the 
circumstances, a woman breaking tradition with Mary doing what she did during a meal, 
could’ve aided in how the other disciples didn’t notice Judas’s deception. This may be one 
reason why they gave into his influence. They thought that he was one of them. They knew 
nothing of his intent nor, especially, of how he was going to betray Jesus. So they deviated from 



a more focused and more pure devotion of Jesus, because of a deceptive influence. In this it 
reveals some spiritual immaturity compared to when we notice Mary’s practical, theological 
understanding of Jesus, so hold onto that thought.  

There are many things we can learn from this deviation, but I’ll mention two.
1) The first is that everything that is said in the name of the Christian cause should be 

tested in light of Scripture, all of Scripture with a consistent, balanced understanding of it. With a 
devotion for Christ we ought to always seek to honor Him and the totality of His Word, which 
will call us to discern through the weeds of what others say and do. Here, Judas says something 
that sounds like it is good, honorable, and right, but Jesus says otherwise. Jesus doesn’t say we 
shouldn’t give to the poor here. It is more about devotion and giving what we have in an 
expression of gratitude for the worth and glory of Christ in what He has done for us. So we ought 
to be discerning in recognizing when influences may be taking us away from that, no matter 
what they are or how good they may seem. Just because it sounds Christian, doesn’t mean that it 
always is. This doesn’t mean that you are the known skeptic who always has something to 
question, but we are called to recognize that false Christianity is common and we are called to 
recognize when something isn’t Christian. This is to be done, because we are devoted to Christ, 
because we sit at His feet and learn from Him. 

2) The second thing we can learn from this deviation is that it is easy to be influenced by 
the world when something sounds right, but in reality it comes from a distorted place. Giving to 
the poor isn’t bad in itself, but what was bad was the self-motivation behind it. This self-
motivation is everywhere today and can often where a mask, so as to not reveal its true identity. 
Judas plays it off as if he is advocating for something good, but thanks to John, we get to know 
what the intent of his heart really was. An example of this is how the Black Lives Matter 
organization did this with its name. Of course black lives matter as all lives matter, because all 
lives are made in the image of God, but when you dig into the organization it is easy to see their 
motivations that actually go against their supposed “good” motto. So something like this that 
sounds good, honorable, and right is in fact deceptive and wicked in its intent. Back before they 
changed their belief statement on their website that intent was much more clear to see. So we 
ought not to get swayed and strayed by the influences of what may sound good on the surface. 
We ought to check what’s underneath the hood the best we can in light of Scripture and 
discernment from the Spirit. 

We ought to do this, because we are devoted to Christ. We ought to do this, because we 
are willing to give Him all of ourselves. Mary has a devotion that is pure like the pure nard that 
she poured over Jesus. It is pure, because of God’s grace. And so it shows in an outward affection 
that understands the worth of Christ and the work of Christ. She owes so much to Jesus and this 
act of devotion is out of gratitude, not in trying to pay it back, but in expressing her thankfulness 
for Him and her understanding of what is to come for Him. It seems to be, given the collective 
testimony of Matthew, Mark, and John that Mary was waiting for an opportunity like this as 
Matthew says that she has done this to prepare Jesus and Mark says that she anointed His body in 
advance, because she knew He was going to die soon, which Jesus directly mentions to everyone 
there. To combat all the disapproval she’s getting Jesus commends her for what she has done. 
This gives evidence to the fact that she has been getting what Jesus has been saying for a long 
time now. She’s getting it more than the others. And she is even recognizing the progression of 
events that are unfolding and how near it is to His death. She has been sitting at His feet and 



listening, really listening. This is all the while the disciples are questioning, getting influenced by 
others, and not getting it. Here, her practical theological understanding of Jesus and His mission 
and her discernment of the situations around her are incredible. 

This is something we all need to learn from about a devotion for Christ. Our 
understanding of the person and work of Jesus ought to affect all of who we are, not just the head 
or not just the will or not just the emotion, but all of it, which is what will happen if God has 
replaced the heart of stone with a heart of flesh. And how this affects us, that will grow, it will 
increase according to the timing and purpose of God. Mary’s beliefs in Christ displayed a 
devotion that was real and unhindered by the world’s standards of her day. She was willing to 
risk herself and show her devotion to Jesus, because she loved Him so much. She was forever 
grateful for what He would do for her that she couldn’t help, but show it no matter what others 
may have thought. And that came from the gospel seed that was alive in her and growing. Her 
identity was in Christ and that’s something she really understood, because God’s grace caused 
her to understand it. That was her identity, so no other outside label or comment could affect that. 
Not even her possessions, her valuable possessions held her back. 

She was willing to give without any desire for self-gain, without any strings attached, 
without any hesitation even. This desire was brewing within her, which came from her love for 
Christ, so she waited for the opportune time. What about our giving? And this is where it comes 
to highlight devotion for Christ. When we give in whatever way, whether it is monetarily or with 
our time or service or whatever, do we give and let go? Do we give without any self-gain 
attached, because we give out of pure gratitude and devotion to our great Advocate who 
interposed for us, so that we could be forgiven, freed, justified, redeemed, and have eternal life? 
In that giving do we give for the sake of His kingdom advancing without any mixture of self? 
This is a hard thing, because by nature self-gain is fundamental to our sin nature. So when we 
have been brought to life by Jesus the battle isn’t over. Self-denial, intentional self-denial is 
essential in the Christian life. And the new heart strives for that, because we are forever grateful 
for the great exchange that took place in and through Jesus for us. He was covered with our sins 
before God, so that we could be covered with His righteousness before God. He died, so that we 
could live. So in that new life we are compelled to give with an open hand all for the glory and 
kingdom of Christ. This doesn’t mean that we live without anything. This jar of ointment wasn’t 
her only possession, but it wasn’t like the Rich Young Ruler who was holding onto his 
possessions more than God. He had no real devotion for Christ. We need to be invested in the 
cause of Christ in the world from a devotion that displays the riches of God’s grace for us in 
Christ. This will encompass a lot of things whether time, money, resources, and so on. In this we 
ought to have a consistent understanding of the scope of our calling, so that we can be honorable 
vessels for His use, whatever use that is. Are we available for that whatever? Are we willing for 
that whatever? Are we these things, because of our devotion for Christ? Let us weed out any self-
gain and any deviation from within us and amongst us, so that Christ may increase and we may 
decrease.  


