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1 Peter 2:4-8 4 To whom coming , as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, 
and precious, 5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up 
spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. 6 Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, 
Behold , I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be 
confounded . 7 Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient , 
the stone which the builders disallowed , the same is made the head of the corner, 8 And a stone 
of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the word, being disobedient : 
whereunto also they were appointed . 
 
4 To whom coming , as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and 
precious, 
 
To whom coming, as unto a living stone...
 
Like the Israelites in the wilderness, coming needy and thirsty to the stone, the rock of Horeb or Kadesh, 
from which life-giving water flows.

1 Corinthians 10:1-4 1 Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant , how that all 
our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; 2 And were all baptized unto 
Moses in the cloud and in the sea; 3 And did all eat the same spiritual meat; 4 And did all drink 
the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them : and that 
Rock was Christ. 
 

...disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and precious...
 

God provided the water, but the rock had to be struck first.
Exodus 17:6-7 6 Behold, I will stand before thee there upon the rock in Horeb; and thou shalt 
smite the rock, and there shall come water out of it, that the people may drink . And Moses 
did so in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7 And he called the name of the place Massah, and 
Meribah, because of the chiding of the children of Israel, and because they tempted the LORD, 
saying , Is the LORD among us, or not?
 
Isaiah 53:4 Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him 
stricken , smitten of God, and afflicted .
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Jesus gives life to all of his people.
John 4:10-15 10 Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is 
that saith to thee, Give me to drink ; thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given 
thee living water. 11 The woman saith unto him, Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with, and the 
well is deep: from whence then hast thou that living water? 12 Art thou greater than our father 
Jacob, which gave us the well, and drank thereof himself, and his children, and his cattle? 13 
Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again: 14 But 
whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst ; but the water that I 
shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life. 15 The woman 
saith unto him, Sir, give me this water, that I thirst not, neither come hither to draw .

 
John 1:4 In him was life; and the life was the light of men.

 
Jesus gives life abundantly to his chosen people.

John 10:7-10 7 Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of 
the sheep. 8 All that ever came before me are thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not hear 
them. 9 I am the door: by me if any man enter in , he shall be saved , and shall go in and out , 
and find pasture. 10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal , and to kill , and to destroy : I am 
come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.
 
Psalm 78:15-20 15 He clave the rocks in the wilderness, and gave them drink as out of the 
great depths. 16 He brought streams also out of the rock, and caused waters to run down like 
rivers. 17 And they sinned yet more against him by provoking the most High in the wilderness. 
18 And they tempted God in their heart by asking meat for their lust. 19 Yea, they spake against 
God; they said , Can God furnish a table in the wilderness? 20 Behold, he smote the rock, that 
the waters gushed out , and the streams overflowed ; can he give bread also? can he provide 
flesh for his people? 
 
Psalm 105:41  He opened the rock, and the waters gushed out ; they ran in the dry places like a 
river.

 
Not only a life-giving rock, but also a foundation and cornerstone.

Matthew 16:16-18 16 And Simon Peter answered and said , Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
living God. 17 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou , Simon Barjona: for flesh 
and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. 18 And I say also 
unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against it. 

 
Peter purposefully delineates between himself (petros) and Jesus (lithos). Christ is the rock that the 
church is built upon, not Peter. The rock is Peter’s confession, which would be the confession of all who 
would call themselves Christians. It is Christ the foundation upon which all Christians are built.
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5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 
sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. 
 
...as lively stones...
 
Peter directs us to action. We, like Jesus Christ, are living stones (also lithos). Permanent, durable, but full 
of life, not dead. Cut from God’s quarry.
 
Recall John 4:14b but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into 
everlasting life.
 
...are built up a spiritual house...
 
A house with one foundation.

Luke 6:47-49 47 Whosoever cometh to me, and heareth my sayings, and doeth them, I will shew 
you to whom he is like: 48 He is like a man which built an house, and digged deep , and laid the 
foundation on a rock: and when the flood arose , the stream beat vehemently upon that house, 
and could not shake it: for it was founded upon a rock. 49 But he that heareth , and doeth not, 
is like a man that without a foundation built an house upon the earth; against which the stream 
did beat vehemently , and immediately it fell ; and the ruin of that house was great.
 
1 Corinthians 3:9b-16 ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's building. 10 According to the 
grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and 
another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon. 11 For 
other foundation can no man lay than that is laid , which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if any man 
build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; 13 Every man's 
work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and 
the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is . 14 If any man's work abide which he hath 
built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. 15 If any man's work shall be burned , he shall suffer 
loss : but he himself shall be saved ; yet so as by fire. 16 Know ye not that ye are the temple of 
God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?

 
A house with one cornerstone.

Ephesians 2:19-22 19 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens 
with the saints, and of the household of God; 20 And are built upon the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; 21 In whom all the 
building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: 22 In whom ye also 
are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.
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...an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.
 
Refer to verse 9 and our future studies of the new Christian priesthood.
 
6 Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold , I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, 
precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded .
 
The purpose of the cornerstone is to be a reference for the rest of the stones laid when building a new 
building. Jesus Christ is our only true reference. He is both the foundation and the cornerstone. 

 
Psalm 118:22 The stone which the builders refused is become the head stone of the corner.
 
Isaiah 28:16 Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a 
tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste .
 
Acts 4:11 This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders , which is become the head 
of the corner.
 
Ephesians 2:20 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ 
himself being the chief corner stone;

 
7 Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient , the stone 
which the builders disallowed , the same is made the head of the corner, 8 And a stone of stumbling, 
and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the word, being disobedient : whereunto also 
they were appointed . 
 
Unto you therefore which believe he is precious...
 
Peter chooses a different word which is translated as “precious” into English. the first two instances of 
“precious” in verses 4 and 6 are indicative of something that is highly valued, but this instance of the 
word is indicative of something by which the value of all other precious this things are measured.
 
the stone which the builders disallowed , the same is made the head of the corner, 8 And a stone 
of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the word, being disobedient : 
whereunto also they were appointed .  
 

Isaiah 8:14 And he shall be for a sanctuary; but for a stone of stumbling and for a rock of 
offence to both the houses of Israel, for a gin and for a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem.
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Matthew 21:42-45 42 Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the scriptures, The stone 
which the builders rejected , the same is become * the head of the corner: this is the Lord's 
doing , and it is marvellous in our eyes? 43 Therefore say I unto you *, The kingdom of God shall 
be taken from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof. 44 And whosoever 
shall fall on this stone shall be broken : but on whomsoever it shall fall , it will grind him to 
powder . 45 And when the chief priests and Pharisees had heard his parables, they perceived 
that he spake of them. 
 
Psalm 18:46 The LORD liveth; and blessed be my rock; and let the God of my salvation be 
exalted .
 
Psalm 62:7 In God is my salvation and my glory: the rock of my strength, and my refuge, is in 
God.
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