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“Things that are Ahead” 

Philippians 3:13-21 

13 Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things 
which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, 

14 I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 

15 Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded: and if in any thing ye be otherwise minded, 
God shall reveal even this unto you. 

16 Nevertheless, whereto we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us mind the same 
thing. 

17 Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them which walk so as ye have us for an ensample. 

18 (For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the 
enemies of the cross of Christ: 

19 Whose end is destruction, whose God is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame, who mind 
earthly things.) 

20 For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: 

21 Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to 
the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself. 

     The ever flowing river of life is now about to bring us into another year, if by the Grace of God, He 
allows us to linger here before He calls us all home. We have no way of knowing what the future 
holds for us in detail. God could return for His people at any time. The Bible says these things about 
the LORD’s return; 

Matthew 24:36 

36 But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only. 
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Mark 13:32-33 

32 But of that day and that hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels which are in heaven, neither the 
Son, but the Father. 

33 Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know not when the time is. 

Luke 12:39-40 

39 And this know, that if the good man of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he 
would have watched, and not have suffered his house to be broken through. 

40 Be ye therefore ready also: for the Son of man cometh at an hour when ye think not. 

     We will have many trials in life, these so called movements and religious organizations that state 
once you except God, let Jesus into your heart and life, that you will not have any more troubles.  

     Well friends they are sadly confused and they are misleading people left and right. For we are 
sure to have our share of troubles and cares, but we know that the LORD is with His people and 
where His presence is we have no cause for worry and fear.  

     As we think about the things that are ahead in our life, we can let it fill us with dread and fear or 
we can trust in the Master, the LORD Jesus Christ and reach for the better things of life. 

1. The Unknown Pathway Ahead: 

     As we go through the Christian life, our daily walk is upon an untraded path. The LORD God told  

Joshua, in chapter three. 

Joshua 3:4 

4 Yet there shall be a space between you and it, about two thousand cubits by measure: come not near 
unto it, that ye may know the way by which ye must go: for ye have not passed this way heretofore. 

     None of us have walked the path that lies ahead of us because it’s a new venture. The coming 
days and months are all new to us with new charges and new challenges. Some days may bring joy 
and gladness; others may bring sadness and sorrow. As in the general epistle of James, the Apostle 
tells us that we will face trials and a lot of temptations on our journey. 

James 1:2-4 

2 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; 

3 Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. 

4 But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing. 
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     As we walk the new pathway before us, the only way to do so is to walk with Jesus. He knows the 
way. He is our Captain, and He will bring us safely home on our journey to the other side. 

2. The Uncertainties Ahead: 

     These are surely the perilous time that are spoken of in II Timothy: 

II Timothy 3:1-5 

1This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. 

2 For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to 
parents, unthankful, unholy, 

3 Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that 
are good, 

4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; 

5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. 

     The LORD told us in His word that hard trials and bitter times are coming. In fact in the last day’s 
perilous times, not may come but the Bible says shall come.  

Perilous times – the Merriam Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary defines perilous as: 

1. Full of or involving peril. 
 

2. Exposure to the risk of being injured, destroyed or lost. 

     Men will become lovers of their own selves, caring more about “I, than we, us or others.” People 
today seem to only care about self. Lack of love and compassion in men for going back to the ways 
of the world, the flesh and the devil, making themselves the center focus and not the LORD. 

     Today’s people want a position and not a condition. Not knowing that all will fall by the wayside 
and all will parish without Christ. Listen to what the Bible says about the word of the LORD. 

Psalm 119:89 

89 For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven. 

Psalm 119:160 

160 Thy word is true from the beginning: and every one of thy righteous judgments endureth for ever. 
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Psalm 138:2 

2 I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy name for thy loving kindness and for thy truth: 
for thou hast magnified thy word above all thy name. 

Isaiah 51:6 

6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look upon the earth beneath: for the heavens shall vanish away 
like smoke, and the earth shall wax old like a garment, and they that dwell therein shall die in like 
manner: but my salvation shall be for ever, and my righteousness shall not be abolished. 

Matthew 5:18 

18 For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from 
the law, till all be fulfilled. 

Matthew 24:35 

35 Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away. 

I Peter 1:23-25 

23 Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and 
abideth for ever. 

24 For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the 
flower thereof falleth away: 

25 But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the gospel is preached 
unto you. 

     In our current days, wars are being fought in different parts of the world all around, and we are 
uncertain of the outcome. In the industrial world there are job uncertainties. 

     In the home life, marriages are falling apart and homes are being broken up. Friends it is only 
getting worse, why you might ask; because of the perilous times, because of: covetous, boasters, 
proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, Without natural affection, 
trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, Traitors, heady, 
highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; Having a form of godliness, but denying the 
power thereof: from such turn away.  

     As we look to our uncertain future, there is one thing we can count on. Just what the writer under 
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit told us in the book of Hebrews. 

Hebrews 13:5 

5 Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he 
hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. 



5 
 

Things that are Ahead      Camp McGovern Chapel 

     Only through Him and only Him can we face the uncertain future knowing that victory is ours 
through Christ Jesus our LORD and Saviour. 

3. The Unchangeable Trail Master: 

     There is only one, the unchangeable trail master, the scout master that goes before us to prepare 
the way. 

Malachi 3:6 

6 For I am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed. 

     Yes, thank God, as we look into a path that we have never walked before and the uncertainties of 
the time, we do not have to do so in fear and dismay.  

     Yes we will have troubles, trials and tribulations, but the LORD will go before us and make a way. 

     The world is constantly changing around us, sometimes for the good, and sometimes for the 
worse, but our LORD and Saviour Jesus Christ is always the same. 

Hebrews 13:8 

8 Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and today, and forever. 

     Let me ask you today friends, are you ready to face the future with Him, you may sometimes hear 
a voice, that sense inside you that tells you to hurry, or to wait, or go here or not to go there. Well 
today, you might feel that sense bidding you to come to the LORD. You might be troubled, and 
worried that you are not good enough, you may think God doesn’t want you. Well friends He does,  

     He died for you and if He is calling you He wants to save you, would you come and except Him 
today. 

     The lord Jesus Christ said in the last part of the Bible. 

Revelation 22:12-13 

12 And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work 
shall be. 

13 I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last. 

     The Word of God goes on to say in verse seventeen: 

Revelation 22:17 

17 And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is 
athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely. 


