
Providence Reformed Baptist Church - Sunday, December 4, 2022 
Sermon Series: Good Tidings of Great Joy – Luke 2:1-40 
Message 1 – The Fullness of Time (God’s Timing) – Luke 2:1-7 
Elder Rich Beavers 

I. When – vs. 1-2 
A. Caesar Augustus (vs. 1) 
B. Quirinius Governing Syria (vs. 2) 
C. Herod the King – which Herod? – Matt. 2:1, 19-23 
D. The Wise Guys – Matt. 2:1-2 
E. Herod’s Death  
F. Quirinius Problem – the census, Temple fragment 

II. Where – vs. 3-5 
A. Bethlehem – (vs. 4) 
B. Bethlehem – Matt. 2:1 
C. Bethlehem – Prophecy of Micah 5:2 

III. What – vs. 6-7 
A. Birth of Jesus – the Incarnation (vs. 6-7) 
B. Simple Account, Important Event 
C. Reasons 

1. Propitiation - 1 John 2:1-2, 4:9-10, Heb 2:14-18, Rom 3:23-26 
2. Redemption - Heb 2:14-18, Rom 3:23-26 

D. The Cost - Matt 26:36-39, 42, 44 
E. What Spurgeon Had to Say 
F. What Does it Mean for Us? 

Luke 2:1–7 (NKJV) Christ is Born 

And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should 
be registered. 2 This census first took place while Quirinius was governing Syria. 3 So all went to be 
registered, everyone to his own city. 4 Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into 
Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 
5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with child. 6 So it was, that while they were 
there, the days were completed for her to be delivered. 7 And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and 
wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the 
inn. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Scripture References: 

Matthew 1:18–25 (NKJV) Birth of Christ 

18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, before 
they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit. 19 Then Joseph her husband, being a just 
man, and not wanting to make her a public example, was minded to put her away secretly. 20 But while 
he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, 
son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the 
Holy Spirit. 21 And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His 
people from their sins.” 22 So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord 
through the prophet, saying: 23 “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call 
His name Immanuel,” which is translated, “God with us.” 24 Then Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did 
as the angel of the Lord commanded him and took to him his wife, 25 and did not know her till she had 
brought forth her firstborn Son. And he called His name JESUS. 

Matthew 2:1–2 (NKJV) Visit of Wise Men 

1Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from 
the East came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we have 
seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him.” 

Matthew 2:19–23 (NKJV) Jesus Returns to Nazareth 

19 Now when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 20 
saying, “Arise, take the young Child and His mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought 
the young Child’s life are dead.” 21 Then he arose, took the young Child and His mother, and came into 
the land of Israel. 22 But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea instead of his father 
Herod, he was afraid to go there. And being warned by God in a dream, he turned aside into the region of 
Galilee. 23 And he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken 
by the prophets, “He shall be called a Nazarene.” 

Acts 5:35–37 (NKJV) Gamaliel’s Advice 

35 And he said to them: “Men of Israel, take heed to yourselves what you intend to do regarding these 
men. 36 For some time ago Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody. A number of men, about four 
hundred, joined him. He was slain, and all who obeyed him were scattered and came to nothing. 37 After 
this man, Judas of Galilee rose up in the days of the census, and drew away many people after him. He 
also perished, and all who obeyed him were dispersed. 

Micah 5:2 (NKJV) The Coming Messiah 

2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Though you are little among the thousands of Judah, Yet out of you 
shall come forth to Me The One to be Ruler in Israel, Whose goings forth are from of old, From 
everlasting.” 

1 John 2:1–2 (NKJV) 

1My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an 
Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2 And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, 
and not for ours only but also for the whole world. 

 



1 John 4:9–10 (NKJV) 

9 In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the 
world, that we might live through Him. 10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and 
sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 

Hebrews 2:14–18 (NKJV) 

14 Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself likewise shared in the 
same, that through death He might destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and 
release those who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. 16 For indeed He does 
not give aid to angels, but He does give aid to the seed of Abraham. 17 Therefore, in all things He had to 
be made like His brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to 
God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 18 For in that He Himself has suffered, being 
tempted, He is able to aid those who are tempted. 

Romans 3:23–26 (NKJV) 

23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 being justified freely by His grace through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to 
demonstrate His righteousness, because in His forbearance God had passed over the sins that were 
previously committed, 26 to demonstrate at the present time His righteousness, that He might be just and 
the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 

Matthew 26:36–39, 42, 44 (NKJV) Jesus’ Three Prayers 

36 Then Jesus came with them to a place called Gethsemane, and said to the disciples, “Sit here while I go 
and pray over there.” 37 And He took with Him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and He began to be 
sorrowful and deeply distressed. 38 Then He said to them, “My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to 
death. Stay here and watch with Me.” 39 He went a little farther and fell on His face, and prayed, saying, 
“O My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will.” 

... 

42 Again, a second time, He went away and prayed, saying, “O My Father, if this cup cannot pass away 
from Me unless I drink it, Your will be done.” 

... 

44 So He left them, went away again, and prayed the third time, saying the same words. 

 


