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Introduction
A little over a week ago I received an email from a friend of mine that runs a ministry website asking

what advice I would give as a pastor to a congregation. That is a wide open subject since I spend a large
part of my time studying the Bible and giving people advice based on what is revealed in the Scriptures.
It was getting late and I did not want to have to write a long dissertation on a host of subjects, which I
don’t think many people looking at the website would pay attention to anyway, so I began to think about
what advice could I give that would quickly help people understand the basic principles of successful
Christian living. Five things came to mind very quickly which I wrote down and sent off to my friend. 

The next day I mentioned the request to someone and they asked what I said. I told them, and they
thought they were good ideas. I got an email back from my friend who also thought they were good
ideas. I then asked some others and they also though they were five good points. As I was preparing in
advance for today’s anniversary marking the completion of 21 years of ministry here at Grace Bible
Church, I had already been thinking about what I might like to say in keeping with that theme. These
five points seemed very appropriate, so this morning I want to share with you some pastoral advice on
how to successfully live the Christian life. While there is much more that can and should be said beyond
these five points, I do believe that if Christians would purse just these five areas of basic Christian
living, then the rest would also fall into place. I believe this would result in not only the people of the
church maturing and walking worthy of their calling in the Lord Jesus Christ, but I also believe that the
vast majority of problems that occur within the church would also disappear. 

Let me briefly state these five points to you and then we will come back to examine each point in
greater detail. 

1) You are a created being who exists to glorify the Creator. 
2) You are to be a disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ and not of someone else. 
3) You need to feed yourself from God’s word (2 Timothy 2:15).
4) Understand God’s priorities for your life and set your goals accordingly (Romans 12:1-2).
5) Actively use your spiritual gift(s).

1) You are a created being who exists to glorify the Creator. 
At one time this would have been accepted as a given, but that was a long time ago. We live in a

time and society in which the vast majority of people reject this. While the majority of Americans may
still believe that they are created instead of being something evolved from an ape, they do not live
according to the ramifications of this truth. They believe their existence is for some purpose other than
the glory of their Creator. How do I know that? Simply because people complain and grumble that God
is not doing things to their satisfaction instead of being concerned whether they are doing things to
God’s satisfaction. Let’s consider a few of the many statements the Scriptures make concerning this
point. 

Genesis 1:27 - “And God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male
and female He created them.”

Genesis 2:7 - “Then the Lord God formed man of dust from the ground, and breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being.”



Genesis 2:18, 21-22 - 18 “Then the Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone; I will
make him a helper suitable for him.”. . . 21 “So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man,
and he slept; then He took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh at that place. 22 And the Lord God
fashioned into a woman the rib which He had taken from the man, and brought her to the man.” 

Psalm 100:3 - “Know that the Lord Himself is God; It is He who has made us, and not we
ourselves.”

Isaiah 64:8 - “But now, O Lord, Thou art our Father, We are the clay, and Thou our potter; And all
of us are the work of Thy hand.”

Matthew 19:4 - “And He answered and said, “Have you not read, that He who created [them] from
the beginning made them male and female. . .” 

Colossians 1:16 - “For by Him all things were created, [both] in the heavens and on earth, visible
and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities-- all things have been created by
Him and for Him.”

There was a debate this past Thursday at Orange County Community College on the subject, What is
the Origin of Man? God has made it plain throughout the Scriptures that He created man in His own
image. All those foolish enough to reject this truth do so in contradiction to the historical and physical
evidence, or perhaps I should say in belief of the just-so stories of missing links that remain missing.
Artists have done a great job of creating the illusion of such animals from their imaginative illustrations,
but the creatures have not existed in the real world. For those who reject man’s origin in God, man is just
another animal, and so to be consistent they must also reject all aspects of mankind that separate him
from the animals including any concept of morality. Apart from God there is no basis upon which to
distinguish good and evil, right and wrong. There is only the amoral quest to survive and reproduce. In
such a world, Hitler was not wrong to start a war and exterminate anyone for any reason, but then, the
Allies were not wrong to exterminate him and his followers. The rule of might replaces justice which
then continually shifts as new people take the reigns of authority and power only to be replaced by others
in the future. 

What about the purpose of man in glorifying the Creator? There are plenty of people who believe
that God created them, but their actions demonstrate they do not think it was for God’s glory. They live
for their own glory and pleasure. The last phrase of Colossians 1:16 states plainly that “all things have
been created by Him and for Him.” Our purpose of existence is bound up in God, not in ourselves. Even
the pagan philosophers understood this as Paul pointed out in Acts 17:28 in his discourse on Mars’ Hill -
“for in Him we live and move and exist . . .” This is a common theme in doxologies such as Romans
11:36 which declares, “For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him [be] the
glory forever. Amen.” The fact is that all men will give glory to God sooner or later, it is just a matter of
how and when. The righteous willingly strive to do so in this life. The unrighteous will be forced to do
so when they stand before God for judgment. Philippians 2:9-11 declares, “Therefore also God highly
exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bow, of those who are in heaven, and on earth, and under the earth, 11 and that every
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 

People that grumble and complain against God because they are not satisfied with their life
demonstrate their blindness to this great truth that they are created beings who are to give glory to their
Creator. Their focus is misplaced. This issue is not their satisfaction with the circumstances of their life,
but rather, God’s satisfaction with how they live in the midst of their circumstances. Philippians 2:14-15
commands, “Do all things without grumbling or disputing; 15 that you may prove yourselves to be
blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse
generation, among whom you appear as lights in the world.” This brings up the next point. 



 2) You are to be a disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ and not of someone else. 
A genuine disciple of Jesus will prove himself to be a child of God who appears as a light in the

world. The whole idea of being a Christian is directly tied to being a disciple of Jesus Christ. 
A disciple is simply the follower of a teacher, and when a disciple is fully trained, he will be like his

teacher (Luke 6:40). Disciples of Jesus seek to follow His teachings and become like Him. Acts 11:26
states that “the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” The term “Christian” means to be a
“little Christ,” and it was first used in Antioch by the Gentiles as a derogatory name for the followers of
Jesus. The disciples took it as a badge of honor and began using it for themselves, but prior to this,
believers in Jesus were most often simply called disciples. 

Jesus explained in Matthew 28:19-20 that the primary task of the church is to make disciples, “Go
therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son
and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you
always, even to the end of the age.” We make disciples of Jesus by going out and proclaiming the gospel
to the unbelieving. Those that respond in repentance of their sins and place their faith in Jesus are
baptized as a sign of their identification with Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection. They have been born
again and so have died to their old life and have been raised to newness of life in Christ (Romans 6). The
Christian then seeks to learn all that the Lord has commanded so that he can be obedient to God. That is
the reason we are so serious about Bible study. We want to know what God has revealed about Himself
and His will so that we can know Him and be careful to walk with Him in a worthy manner. 

This misunderstanding of what a Christian actually is has resulted in multitudes of people professing
to be Christians without being His disciples. Their claim may be done in ignorance, but it is still false.
There are plenty of religious people that believe and teach that Jesus was a good man, an ethical teacher,
the supreme example of love or the founder of a great religion. But if that is all they believe about Jesus,
then they have the wrong Jesus and they are left in their sins. You must have the right Jesus and be His
followers.

 Jesus is God in human flesh. He lived a sinless life and then willingly died as the substitute sacrifice
that atoned for sin. He rose from the dead on the third day proving His promises to be true including His
offer of forgiveness of sin and eternal life to all who believe in Him. He has ascended to the right hand
of God the Father in heaven and one day He will return to take His disciples to be with Him
forevermore. 

You must be a follower of the Lord Jesus Christ and you must also be careful that you are not led
astray from Him by anyone else. That includes those who claim to be Christian teachers and pastors.
Paul said in 1 Corinthians 11:1, “Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ.” In the process of
discipleship, now also often referred to as mentoring, the disciple will gain the skills and characteristics
of the teacher. When this is done properly in Biblical Christianity, both the student and the mentor will
increase in Christ likeness. But there is also a danger because the mentor, the teacher, could also seek to
draw the disciple away after himself instead of pointing them to Christ. Paul warned in Acts 20:28-30 to
be on guard against this for there would be those within the church that would arise to do this. 

This danger is why I am always challenging you to be like the Bereans and check out what I say
against the Scriptures. Don’t believe what I say because I am the pastor of this church. Believe it because
it matches what God says in His word. If it does not, then correct me. In the same vein, do not imitate
my example because I am the pastor of this church. Follow my example because it is consistent with
Christ’s example of life, and anytime I stray from that, then correct me. Imitate me as I imitate Christ,
and I will do the same in regards to you. We grow into Christ likeness together while recognizing that
each will stumble along the way and need help to get back up and keep walking. 

Let me take this one step further. Paul had to correct the Corinthians because factions had developed
in that church over whom the people were following. Some claiming they were of Paul, others of
Apollos and others of Cephas as if Christ was divided. There will be many people past and present that



God will use in your life to help you be a disciple of the Lord Jesus, make sure it stays that way. Do not
become a follower of men no matter how wonderful they may seem to you. For example, my biggest
problem with Calvinists is their identification of themselves in that manner. Where John Calvin was true
to Scripture and his writings are helpful, then praise God, but keep your eyes on Christ. Where he was
wrong, then don’t follow him, but praise God for others that have helped you understand and apply the
Scriptures properly, and keep your eyes on Christ. 

Make sure are a disciple of Jesus Christ and not of someone else. Follow other people only to the
extent that they are following Christ. 

 3) You need to feed yourself from God’s word (2 Timothy 2:15)

The AWANA theme verse is appropriate for all Christians. “Be diligent to present yourself approved
to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, handling accurately the word of truth” (2

Timothy 2:15). Why is this so important? It is not just to avoid being ashamed before God for ignorance,
it is the means by which walk with God in holiness. Consider the question and answer the Psalmist gives
in Psalm 119:9-11, “How can a young man keep his way pure? By keeping [it] according to Thy word.
10 With all my heart I have sought Thee; Do not let me wander from Thy commandments. 11 Thy word I
have treasured in my heart, That I may not sin against Thee.”

Knowing the Bible is also critical if we are going to help one another in walking with God. Paul goes
on in 2 Timothy 3:16-17 to state, “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for
reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; that the man of God may be adequate, equipped
for every good work.” The word of God is the means by which I learn to walk on the path of
righteousness, am reproved to know that I have gotten off that path, am corrected as to how to get back
on it, and then instructed on how to stay on it and not stray in the future. 

I continue to be amazed at the number of Christians I meet that think they can spiritually survive on
one sermon a week. Yes, life is busy and it can be difficult to get some time alone with God to read,
study and pray. We have an adversary that will send all kinds of interruptions your way to prevent it if
possible. Yet, these same people seem to easily find 2-3 hours or more per day for activities such as
listening to the radio, watching TV, going to a movie or pursuing their favorite hobbies. Even worse is
the fact that the vast majority of what is broadcast in the media or available on the internet is detrimental
to the Christian walk. That is not to say there are not some good things available too, but without a good
knowledge of God’s word, there will not be discernment to know what is good and what is bad. 

If you think your schedule makes it too difficult to read and study the Bible for yourself and pray,
then do the following. First, find ways to free up time. This will require taking a hard look at your
activities and eliminate anything that is detrimental. You may also have to eliminate anything that is not
helpful. It could even be a good thing, but if it is not helping you go where you need to go, then set it
aside. Second, look for ways you can use your time more effectively. This will include increasing your
efficiency and being innovative to use your time more wisely. We live in an amazing time when you can
get audio Bibles in many formats. Listen while you drive, exercise or do the dishes. Let the word of God
clean your mind while you clean the house. (I recommend the NKJV Word of Promise audio Bible).
Listen to recordings of sermons and teachings so that you are continually challenged to know God and
walk with Him. 

If you do not do these things, then do not be surprised when you receive the same kind of rebuke
Paul had to give the Corinthians - “And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual men, but as to
men of flesh, as to babes in Christ. 2 I gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not yet able
[to receive it.] Indeed, even now you are not yet able, 3 for you are still fleshly. For since there is
jealousy and strife among you, are you not fleshly, and are you not walking like mere men?” (1
Corinthians 3:1-3).



Your walk with the Lord Jesus Christ is not a game or a hobby, it is life. If you are not serious about
it already, then it is time to get serious. There is nothing more tragic than wasting the life that God grants
to you. This brings up my next point about priorities. 

 4) Understand God’s priorities for your life and set your goals accordingly (Romans 12:1-2).
I do not believe that most professing Christians purposely set out to ignore personal Bible study. I

think it is more often a failure in understanding God’s priorities in life, which in turn usually stems from
not understanding and placing importance on being a true disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ, and this
often goes back to a failure to recognize and understand that all of us are created by God for His
purposes and glory and not our own. 

Romans 12:1-2 is a good place to start in understanding the priorities that God has set for your life.
“I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy
sacrifice, acceptable to God, [which is] your spiritual service of worship. 2 And do not be conformed to
this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is,
that which is good and acceptable and perfect.”

The basis for Paul’s commands here are the mercies of God. That points back to all that God has
done in the Lord Jesus Christ in redeeming man from sin and adopting believers into His family.
Because of that, it is only reasonable that Christians live their lives as holy sacrifices acceptable to God.
That means you have died to self and now are to live for God. Paul expresses this idea clearly in
Galatians 2:20 saying, “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives
in me; and the [life] which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and
delivered Himself up for me.” Jesus said in John 4:34, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me,
and to accomplish His work.” Do you view your life the same way Jesus and Paul did? 

Paul goes on to address the very practical side of Christian living. The world places a lot of pressure
on you to live like everyone else. You have to resist that pressure and instead live as the radically
different new creation that you are in Jesus Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17). This change of lifestyle will take
place as your mind is renewed by the Holy Spirit through the word of God. All of your priorities in life
are changed because of this. 

Your first priority is the pursuit of the purpose of your salvation in Jesus Christ in living in
righteousness for the glory of God. Ephesians 1:4 states that God “chose us in Him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before Him.” The good news is that
according to Philippians 1:6, this good work God began in us He will continue to perfect in us until the
day Jesus returns. At that time, God will complete that work and we will be conformed into the image of
His son (Romans 8:29). We shall be like Him (1 John 3:2). 

This priority of living in righteousness for God’s glory makes us radically different from the world.
The world puts priority on wealth, fame and power. The Christian places the priority on dependence,
humility and service. 

The world values wealth while Matthew 6:33 explains the priority of the believer, “But seek first His
kingdom and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added to you.” We trust God to provide for
our needs according to His promises so that we can focus on glorifying Him. For that reason the follower
of Christ learns to be content in all circumstances even as Paul explains in Philippians 4:10-13. As 1
Timothy 6:8-9 explains, the Christian can be content with just food and covering and so avoids the
temptations and snares of those who seek riches. 

The world places a priority in gaining fame while the disciple of Jesus places the priority on God’s
fame. For that reason the Christian will humble himself before God and let Him take care of any fame
that may be given (1 Peter 5:6). The believer follows Jesus’ command in Matthew 5:16 to “Let your light
shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works , and glorify your Father who is in
heaven.” God’s glory, not their own is what is important. 



The world also places a priority on power while the follower of Christ places the priority on service.
Jesus instructed His disciples on this matter in Matthew 20:25-28. But Jesus called them to Himself, and
said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and [their] great men exercise
authority over them. 26 “It is not so among you, but whoever wishes to become great among you shall
be your servant, 27 and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be your slave; 28 just as the Son of
Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many. “

Christians also have different priorities in their home life. Each strives to fulfill the role that God has
placed upon them (See Ephesians 5:21-6:4; Colossians 3:18-25; 1 Peter 3:1-7). A Christian husband strives
to love his wife as Christ loved the church sacrificially seeking her purity and care. He will cherish her
while living with her in an understanding way and grant her honor as a fellow heir of the grace of life. A
Christian wife will humbly follow her husband’s lead and show him respect. Even if he is disobedient to
the word, she will strive to win him by her chaste and respectful behavior. Christian parents will raise
their children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, not popular psychology. They know their
primary role is to teach their children about God and how to walk with Him (Deuteronomy 6:4-9).
Children of believers learn to obey their parents so that they will learn obedience to God, for that is the
key for a life that goes well. 

Disciples of Jesus Christ also have different priorities than the world when it comes to work and
their community. They work diligently as unto the Lord Himself (Ephesians 6:5-9; Colossians 3:22-4:1) so
that God is glorified. They will be just as diligent whether their boss is good or bad. They will treat their
workers fairly even at their own cost. They will maintain the highest ethics in all their dealings because
God’s glory is more important than profit.

Christians will also work diligently so that they will have something to share with those who have
need (Ephesians 4:28). This brings up their willing service to their community. They will actively
demonstrate God’s love to their neighbors. This is first expressed within the household of faith, but it
then extends to all people (Galatians 6:10). This brings up my last point. 

 5) Be active in using your spiritual gift(s) 
I have spoken on this subject many times, so I only want to quickly remind you that God has gifted

every believer as a member of the body of Christ, the church, to serve Him and one another. Romans
12:3-8, Ephesians 4:11-16 and 1 Corinthians 12-14 all address this issue. If you are a disciple of the Lord
Jesus Christ, God has given you some spiritual gift by which you are to glorify Him. He will enable you
as He wills to use that gift in some ministry at some level of power so that the rest of the church is built
up and moved to greater maturity. As 1 Corinthians 12:7 puts it, “But to each one is given the
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.” No gift, ministry or ability is for the purpose of self-
edification. This means that you are important to the health of the rest of the body for without you the
rest of us are left handicapped. We will not mature or be able to serve the Lord as we should, and neither
will you. 

According to Ephesians 4:11-12, my role as a pastor-teacher is to help equip you “for the work of
service, to the building up of the body of Christ.” Ephesians 4:13-16 continues on to describe the
working of the whole church together “until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge
of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fulness of
Christ.” That joint maturity enables everyone to stand firm against heresy, false teachings and schemers
that would lead us astray because each individual part works together to help all the other parts causing
“the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.” Every Christian is in need of the rest of the
church. 



 Conclusions
As I complete 21 years of ministry here at Grace Bible Church, my goals have remained the same

throughout all the years and all of it reduces down to these five points and then replicating it in the
communities around us. I can do my part, but it takes all of us working together to succeed in seeing this
church mature in spiritual health and size so that we can plant churches in the surrounding communities
and see them do the same. I still believe that can and will happen if all who are Christians here will take
to heart and live by these five points. 
1) You are a created being who exists to glorify the Creator. Do not grumble and complain that God is

not giving you the life you want, your concern needs to be living your life in a manner that satisfies
Him. 

2) You are to be a disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ and not of someone else. The goal is to become like
Jesus, do not let anything else sidetrack you from that quest. 

3) You need to feed yourself from God’s word. The ladies’ Bible study that starts this Tuesday at 7 pm
can help you do that. 

4) Understand God’s priorities for your life and set your goals accordingly. Live in righteousness to the
glory of God. Walk humbly in trust of God seeking to serve others. Fulfill your God given role in
your family. Serve others in the church and community. 

5) Be active in using your spiritual gift(s). Do not cripple yourself and leave the rest of the body
handicapped. Be involved, serve and help the rest of the church mature. 



Sermon Notes - 4/29/2012
Pastoral Thoughts on Basics of Christian Living

Introduction

Basic principles for successful Christian living

1) You are a _____________ being who exists to glorify the Creator. 

2) You are to be a ___________ of the Lord Jesus Christ and not of someone else. 

3) Learn to ___________ yourself from God’s word (2 Timothy 2:15).

4) Understand God’s ______________ for your life and set your goals accordingly (Romans 12:1-2).

5) Actively use your spiritual __________(s)

1) You are a created being who exists to glorify the Creator. 

Most people may still believe they are created beings, but they do not live for the ______of their Creator

Genesis 1:27, 2:7, 18, 21-22; Psalm 100:3; Isaiah 64:8; Matthew 19:4; Colossians 1:16

Rejecting the creation of man by God is ________________ to the evidence - and lack of evidence

If man is just another animal, there is not a basis for __________ - only survival & reproduction matter

Man’s purpose is to glorify his _____- Colossians 1:16; Acts 17:28; Romans 11:36; Philippians 2:9-11

Grumbling and complaining against God because you are not satisfied with your life is __________ - 

This real issue is whether __________is satisfied with how you are living your life - Philippians 2:14-15

2) You are to be a disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ and not of someone else. 

A true Christian is a _____________ of the Lord Jesus Christ - Luke 6:40; Acts 11:26

Making disciples of ___________ is the primary task of the church - Matthew 28:19-20

You must believe and follow the __________ Jesus or you will be left condemned in your sins

1 Corinthians 11:1 - we ___________ other Christians only to the degree they are following Jesus

There are dangerous _____________ (Acts 20:28-30) that would lead us away from Christ

Thank God for the people that have helped you walk with Christ, but follow ___________, not men

3) Learn to feed yourself from God’s word (2 Timothy 2:15)

Knowing the Scriptures is the means by which we walk in _____________ with God - Psalm 119:9-11

The Scriptures are how we help one another continue to ______properly with the Lord - 2 Tim. 3:16-17

Life can be difficult and busy, but that is not an ___________for not reading, studying and praying

Find ways to free up time: ______________anything detrimental; set aside what is not helpful

Use your time more effectively: Be more _______________; use your time more wisely - multitask

Failure in this area will result in a rebuke for remaining _____________and carnal - 1 Corinthians 3:1-3

Walking with the Lord is not a game or a hobby, it is __________- don’t waste it.

4) Understand God’s priorities for your life and set your goals accordingly (Romans 12:1-2).

The mercies of God - all He has done for us in ___________ - are the basis of the commands



We are to _________to self and live for God - Galatians 2:20; John 4:34

We are to resist the pressures of the world and live as radically _________________- 2 Corinthians 5:17

Live in ____________ of holiness & becoming like Jesus - Eph. 1:4; Phil. 1:6; Romans 8:29; 1 John 3:2

Seek first God’s kingdom and righteousness, not _________- Matthew 6:33; Phil. 4:10-13; 1 Tim. 6:8-9

Be ______________ and let your light shine so that God is glorified - 1 Peter 5:6; Matthew 5:16

Be humble and serve others instead of seeking _____________ - Matthew 20:25-28

Fulfill your God given ________in your home: Ephesians 5:21-6:4; Colossians 3:18-25; 1 Peter 3:1-7

Do all your work as unto the _____- regardless of your employer / employees - Eph. 6:5-9; Col. 3:22-4:1

_______with those in need (Eph. 4:28), doing good to all men, but especially other believers (Gal. 6:10)

5) Be active in using your spiritual gift(s) - Romans 12:3-8, Ephesians 4:11-16 and 1 Corinthians 12-14 

Your spiritual gift(s), ministry and ability come from ___for His glory and the building up of the church

The pastor-teacher helps _____________ the saints for the work of ministry - Eph. 4:11-12

It takes everyone in the church working ____________to be healthy and become mature - Eph. 4:13-16

Conclusions

The goals remain the same, but success will only come as _______________does their part

KIDS CORNER
Parents, you are responsible to apply God’s Word to your children’s lives. Here is some help. Young
Children - draw a picture about something you hear during the sermon. Explain your picture(s) to your
parents at lunch. Older Children - Do one or more of the following: 1) Write down all the Scripture
references made. 2) Count how many times the words “disciple” and “Christian” are used. Talk with your
parents about each of the five points and how you can fulfill them. 

THINK ABOUT IT!
Questions to consider in discussing the sermon with others. What advice would you give to other Christians
that would enable them to live the Christian life successfully? How do we know that God created man? Why
is that important? What is the basis for morality? What is the purpose of man’s existence? Explain. Why is it
evil to grumble and complain? Why is it more important to satisfy God than satisfy self? Explain. What is a
disciple? What is the relationship between being a Christian and being a disciple of Jesus? How does this
differ from the common understanding of what it means to be a Christian? What three tasks must the Church
fulfill to carry out its commission to make disciples of Jesus? What must a person believe about Jesus in
order to be saved from sin? What is the proper role of being a disciple of other people in becoming a
disciple of Jesus? What danger is there in being the disciple of other people? How is that danger avoided?
Why must a Christian be diligent to know the word of God and pray? What are the benefits of being a good
Bible student? What are the dangers of being ignorant of the Scriptures? Examine your use of your time -
Are there activities which are detrimental to your spiritual walk that should be eliminated? If so, when will
you eliminate them? Are you keeping the proper priorities in the activities that you do? Are there things that
may be good, but are not helpful, that should be set aside? Are you using your time effectively? Are their
ways you can be more efficient? Are their activities in which you can include listening to an audio Bible,
sermons, teachings? What are the priorities God has for your life in each of the following areas: Purpose of
your existence? Purpose of your salvation? Wealth? Fame? Power? Home life? Employment? Church?
Community? Are you keeping those priorities? What is the origin and purposes of spiritual gifts? What is
the purpose of the pastor-teacher in a church? What is the importance of every member working together?
What happens if they do? What happens if they do not? Are you fulfilling your role in the body? 


