INTRODUCTION TO TITUS p.1
Message #1 Various Texts

There is a New Testament book of the Bible thatiesperately need right here and right now.
We are living in a wild fiasco of a world filled ti all kinds of crazy things. We live in a world
that for the most part is unruly and undisciplined.

Many people don’t have a job and the truth is @ masmber of them don’t want a job and they
don’t want to work. | know of a case in which altley young man refused to get a job and
work because he could just live off the governmeérnow of a case in which someone was on
food stamps and figured out a way to make moneseliing the food stamps at 50 cents on the
dollar. They could actually make money by not wagkand scamming the government. That is
the world in which we live. We know the whole wabis filled with liars. All we have to do to
prove that is listen to the news at night.

This world is not getting any better. This wortdgetting to be more and more of a godless free-
for-all. Many don't like rules and they don’t likaws. In fact, we are losing total sense of the
rule of law. It is like we have lost our mindstu@ents walk out of class and go to a special safe
zone room for a good cry to play with play dough anlor with crayons because an election did
not go the way they expected. When | was teaabiinvghen | was in high school or college, if
we walked out of class we took a zero. If we didake an exam, we took a zero. You weren't
coddled, you were punished.

But today, things are so bizarre that if you ddiké the way things are going, just walk out.
What will these people do when in real life thegd®@ What will they do if they lose a job or if
they have a bill to pay or if something breaks domwthe house? You can’t run from problems,
you must face them. We are losing total sensesandy of what is right and wrong.

In the midst of this kind of world, here is our cbl. We have a few hundred people here who
are believers and they go to this church. Whatarsupposed to do? What is the church
supposed to do? What kind of men and women areupposed to be? What should we be
doing in a free-for-all world filled with a bunch emotional and empty talkers?

There is a book in the Bible that takes this suldjead on. The island of Crete was this very
kind of world. It was a wild, party, unruly atmdsgre. In fact, a modern day brochure of Crete
says this: “Crete simply has it all.” There arechiality beaches on the island of Crete. It was
an environment in which people just wanted to béhenbeach all day and they didn’t want to
work. It wasn't that these people called in sitley just didn’t go to work. Morals were low.
Life on the beach is not known for its Sunday St¢l@@lasses. Drunkenness prevailed and Crete
was so corrupt that the term “to Cretize” was aosymous term for lying and not telling the
truth. The people were known to be a bunch of lexg and moral losers (Titus 1:12).

Paul decided to write a letter to a guy on thengleo help him get God’s people to think right
and live right. In the next few weeks, we woukklto take you through the letter Paul wrote.
The book in the Bible is called Titus.
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As is our custom, we would like to ask and answsegrées of introductory questions:
QUESTION #1 —Why study Titus?

There are seven reasons why we are going to stingly. T

Reason #1 Titus is one of only 66 inspired books that God baen to man.

There is only one way God speaks to His peopleyteuat through emotional surges, not
through feelings or subjective reason—God speaksigin His written Word. This was a big
problem with people in Crete. They would listerpeople who were telling them religious
things that weren’t true (Titus 1:14yWhat always tells us the truth is God’s inspired witten
Word and Titus is one of those inspired books.

Titus sits in the English Bible and the Greek @sthe 1% book of the 27 New Testament
books. Actually the Greek text of Titus is extréymeliable.

The fact that Titus is a book that belongs in titdeBis easy to prove.

It was named as an authentic N.T. book by the datsuatNicea (A.D. 325), Hippo (A.D. 393),
Carthage (A.D. 397) and Carthage (A.D. 419).

It was named as authentic by the early translaiiohstin (A.D. 150) and Syriac (A.D. 200).

It was named as authentic by the major canon gjstiMuratorian (A.D. 170), Apostolic (A.D.
300), Cheltenham (A.D. 360) and Athanasius (A.D¥)36

It was also either quoted or stated to be authéytiClement of Rome (A.D. 95-97), who
frequently quoted it in his writings. It was alsited by Ireneaus (A.D. 130), Diognetus (A.D.
150), Clement of Alexandria (A.D. 150), Tertulligh.D. 150), Origen (A.D. 185), Cyril (A.D.
315), Eusebius (A.D. 325) and Augustine (A.D. 400)

Now Titus has been classified as a Pastoral EpiStiat is a term used to describe three N.T.
letters: | Timothy, Il Timothy and Titus. The reasfor this classification was because these
three letters were written to individuals whose ifolvas to see to it that churches were func-
tioning the way God wanted.

However, this classification of being a “pastoraldtter” was not inspired by God; it was
invented by a_man. It was first used in 1703 by B. N. Berdot, andswapularized around 1723
by Paul Anton. Since this time, the term “Past&jailstle” has been used to brand Titus.

But the fact is, Titus is not a book for Pastors;tiis an inspired book for all the people of
God. This is easily proved by the fact that Titus wasake this written document to every city
and every church on the island of Crete (Titus.1:5)
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This is a rare inspired book and it is a profitaid®k and we are going to take a journey through
it.

Reason #2 Titus is a book that was written to a party islavatld just like our party world.

As we said there are today 57 quality ocean beamhé&xete and it was a “spring break”
atmosphere almost every day. It was a wild, unplége. There were not only wild girls and
boys, but wild men and women. Grab the booze ersldo to the beach. Make no mistake
about thismany of these party-type people were true believersBut they needed to get
straightened out a little bit. Titus is a booktthangs things into focus. What people need in
an unruly world is the Word of God.

Reason #3 Titus is a book that shows us how we are to déal false preachers and teachers.

We live in a world that says we need to be polityceorrect and tolerant of any religious belief.
That does not square with this book. God doesvaot to sympathize with false preachers and
teachers, we are to silence théfitus 1:11). Their mouths must be shut and God expects His
people and His church will stand up against fagdigion. We live in a time when many people
say all religion is good, let’s all get along. Ustsays no way.

Reason #4 Titus is a book that shows us the kind of orgairais needed in a church.

Even though the world is going mad, the church s¢ede a place of Biblical sanity. There
needs to be proper orderliness and proper orgamizalt needs good Elders and Deacons. It
still needs godly men, women and children. It rsegaldly older women, younger women, older
men and younger men. This is how a church istto ftis to be a place of reverence and sound
teaching and sound doctrine. That is what a witdidvneeds in a church. You won't find any
philosophy in Titus that says let’s entertain theker at church so he will come in off the beach.

Reason #5 Titus is a book that shows all ages of people toodemonstrate God’s grace.
Regardless of location or age, it is expected bg that believers will demonstrate God’s grace
to this world. Older men (2:2); older women (230unger women (2:4) and younger men (2:6)
are to demonstrate God’s grace in the world in Wwilhey live.

This is a book that encourages all believers chgdls to be godly and demonstrate grace to the
world and it spells out just exactly how to do th¥fe need to live godly lives that reflect the
grace of God and Titus 2 is a chapter that bringgtmat very fact.

Reason #6 Titus is a book that shows us what to do with lkans.

We are not supposed to laugh at them or appeasedahsupport them; we are supposed to
“reprove them severely(Titus 1:12-13)
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Reason #7 Titus is a book that says you do not change taeggmessage even though people
live like heathenSitus 3:5-7

Paul wanted believers to live godly lives, but ekribt tamper with grace in any way to try to
get them to do that. The worst heathens in thédwaeed to learn of the grace of God.

QUESTION #2 —Who is Titus?

Titus was a very special man closely connected t@a. One writer said Titus was a “trouble
shooter for Paul.” He was one of Paul’'s closesnfts. He had an “unwavering loyalty” to Paul
and to the gospel he wrote. In fact, Titus is nogr@d some 13 times in Paul’s epistles (Gal. 2:1;
2:3; Il Tim. 5:10; Titus 1:4; 1l Cor. 2:13; 7:6, 134; 8:6, 16, 23; 12:18, 18).

Fact #1 -Titus had been saved under the ministry of Pauls 1:4

Paul called him his “true child in the common fditihese words imply that Titus was saved
under the ministry of the Apostle Paul. Some hepeculated that Titus came to faith during the
remarkable revival that took place in Antioch unBarnabas and Paul (Acts 11:25-26).

Fact #2 -Titus was the uncircumcised Gentile that Paul tmokerusalem to make a theological
point. Gal. 2:1-2

Titus was a full Greek/Gentile. He was a Gentilat Paul specifically refused to circumcise.
When Paul left Antioch to go to meet with the leadaf Jerusalem, he specifically took Titus
with him.

The meeting in Jerusalem was critical (Acts 15@ee Paul was going to defend the grace of
God gospel he had been preaching. Titus accomp®aiel and Barnabas to that meeting.
One reason why Paul took Titus is because he wantémluse him as an example of one who
had experienced the salvific grace of God even thgh he had not been circumcised.

So when Paul takes Titus with him, he would beouhticed to the key Apostles and Elders. Now
after this moment, we don’t hear much about himl &#ul’s third missionary journey when he
was in Ephesus. From Ephesus, Paul sent Titusiint@.

Fact #3 -Titus was the loyal man he chose to go find oetgpiritual condition of the
Corinthian church. Il Cor. 2:13

It is debated how many trips Titus actually mad€dwinth, but one thing is clear; Titus was
such a trusted Pauline representative that Pauldwg&ind him to a chaotic and carnal church like
Corinth.

Some have said he made three trips and some hiavisvearips to Corinth. One trip was from
Ephesus when he took them the letter we know asih@ians. The other trip was from
Macedonia when he took them the letter of 1l Cdniems.
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We may remember that Paul was waiting for Titusdme to him and when he didn’t show,
Paul went to Macedonia to look for Titus (Il Corl2). What this tells us about Titus is that he
was a trusted leader.

Fact #4 -Titus was the man Paul sent to collect funds GmrgChristians. 1l Cor. 8:6
Titus was a man of integrity. He could be trusteith money.
Fact #5 -Titus was a man Paul knew cared about people abk amihe did. 1l Cor. 8:16-17

Titus was an apostolic representative of Paul.h&tEnever been to formal school, but he
learned grace from Paul and in eternity he wilhighly honored.

Fact #6 -Titus was a relatively young maifitus 2:6-8 (v. 7)

Paul identified Titus as being a young man. Jastbse you are young does not mean you
cannot be a powerful young man or young woman.

QUESTION #3 —Who wrote Titus?

Titus was written by Paul. There really can’t be much debate about thisth Bee internal
evidence and the external evidence support anceghat Paul wrote Titus.

The very first verse of the text says it was writby Paul who identifies himself as an Apostle.
Paul reminds Titus of his special calling and ntmyishat God gave him (1:3). Paul uses his
special eschatological words. For example, insT#1i3, he refers to the “appearing” of Jesus
Christ that will occur at the Rapture. This is tieg “second coming” in which Jesus Christ will
establish His kingdom (i.e. Il Tim. 4:2).

The testimony of early church fathers say Paul aviiotus. It wasn't until a liberal named F. C.
Baur surfaced in 1835, who claimed that Paul didmite it, that it was even questioned. His
basic arguments were: 1) You cannot specificallytpig in a historical context of Paul and
Crete. He argued, when did he go to Crete and wiltehe winter in Nicopolis? 2) The words
in Titus are not typically those used by Paul.S8jne liberals have gone so far as to suggest
there is no Trinitarian doctrine in this book. \Webne looks at Titus 1:1 and 2:13 aBd!-6,

the Trinity is certainly thereTitus was written by Paul.

QUESTION #4 —What are the historical circumstances of PaulimgiTitus?
Crete was the largest island and most populateddsh the Greek islands. It is thé"d8rgest

island in the world and it is thd"Bargest island in the Mediterranean Sea. It isskamd that
contains over 650,000 people.
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It is an island of mountains. It is about 160 milwsg and 7 %2 to 37 miles wide. It is an island
that has about three mountain ranges that runteestst. Some of the mountains go up to over
8,000 feet.

Crete is an island that has a Mediterranean clim@lke atmosphere is humid. Although there
can be snow up on the top of the mountains, itietaclimate down below with temperatures
running from 80 degrees to 100 degrees. Cretrabthe few islands that can actually support
itself agriculturally.

We don’t exactly know when the churches startetherisland of Crete. Obviously it was

during the life span of the Apostle Paul. We krfoam Acts 2:11 that there were people from
Crete in Jerusalem at the beginning of the Churgé. At is possible that many believed and had
gone back home to Crete and had formed some chaurdrteere apparently were believers in
every city. There are at least 146 villages, toaumd cities on the island/Vhat this means is

that there was some village or town or city about\ery two miles.

At some point Paul went to that island with Titddany believe that after the book of Acts
ended, Paul got out of prison and traveled and wee@rete, on his way to Spaiile left the
island and left Titus on the islandas his personal apostolic representative.

They apparently visited several cities and churamesfound them to be inadequate. Apparently
the Gospel of the grace of God had saved peopltehbu lives weren't reflecting it.

There were two men who were going to travel to €réitheir names were Apollos and Zenas
(Titus 3:13). Paul decided to write Titus a letiad have them take it to him, which he
obviously did. This is the letter we know as Titus

QUESTION #5 —What are some key words found in the book of Titus

The words “good deeds” shows up six times (1:18, 24; 3:5, 8). The word “grace” shows up
four times (1:4; 2:11; 3:7, 15). The word “faitthows up six times (1:1, 4, 13; 2:10, 13; 3:15).
Also a critical theme that shows up in Titus isttls@und doctrine” is critical to “sound faith”
(Titus 1:9, 13; 2:1-2, 8). Sound doctrine produsasnd lives.

By faith, God’s people are expected to demonstragpod, sound, grace works.This is not
O.T. legalism; but a demonstration of grace worksake no mistake about this fact, people
are saved by faith and not works. But after they g saved, it is an_expectation that they
will live godly lives that will reflect the grace of God to avild world. In order to do that they
need to be carefully taught sound doctrine.

This was a major problem with Christians on thansl of Crete. Their lifestyle was not
reflective of a true relationship with Jesus Chri®ne reason why was that they needed to be
taught the truth and Titus’ job was to see todtytlvere.



p.7
QUESTION #6 —Where was Paul when he wrote Titus?

When it comes to this letter, it is not easy taér®aul’s itinerary of where he was. There is
nothing within the text that proves where Paul wagn he wrote. We know from Titus 3:12
that Paul was not yet in Nicopolis, which was whegantended to spend the winter. Nicopolis
is located about 325 miles to the North West ot€rdt was located on the western shores of
Greece. This was a Floridian kind of place to etrgnd Paul wanted to winter there and he
wanted Titus to join him.

QUESTION #7 —When did Paul write this letter to Titus?

Most believe that Paul wrote this letter to Titus @ound the time he wrote his first letter to
Timothy—A.D. 63-64. Titus is a book that does not fit the travel®atil, which means he wrote
it after the books of Acts ends. When Paul wrdigippians, he did expect to get out of jail
(Phil. 1:19, 25) in Rome. Apparently he did aral/&lled and during that time he wrote Titus.

We know that before Paul was executed in A.D. @7/sdnt Titus to Dalmatia (Il Tim. 4:10).
Dalmatia, which is near Croatia, Serbia and Bossi650 miles to the north of Crete. If Paul
died in Rome in A.D. 67, Titus had been with hirfRome and was sent to Dalma®aul must
have written Titus on Crete somewhere near A.D. 64.

QUESTION #8 —Why did Paul write this letter to Titus?

In the wild world in which we live, God wants Higgple sound in their doctrine and their lives
so that they can reflect the grace of God to thddaa various contexts.

The church is not to be concerned about religibis; o be concerned about life. In order for
that to happen, the church needs to be a placstdrads for truth and has godly people leading
it.

The theme of the letter is thiEhose who have been saved by God’s grace are toleet that
grace to the wild world in which they live and theway we reflect it may not be what the
majority of people think is the way to reflect it.

For example, one way we actually reflect God’s griady being “pure in doctrine” (2:7).
Another way we actually reflect God’s grace is leynlg reverent (2:3). Another way we reflect
God's grace is by confronting people and shuttirgrtmouths (1:9-11).

As we said, we need Titus right here and right mma may God use this book to transform each
of us to be the kind of grace reflector God warstsaube.



