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This is the third lesson in a series upon our church covenant, which reads as follows. 
 
Foreasmuch as Almighty God1, by His Grace2, has been pleased to call us out of darkness into His 
marvelous light3, and all of us have been regularly baptized4 upon a profession of our faith in Christ 
Jesus5, and have given up ourselves to the Lord6, and to one another in a gospel church 
way7, to be governed and guided by a proper discipline8, agreeable to the word of God9. We do 
therefore in the name of our Lord Jesus10, and by His assistance11, covenant, and agree to keep the 
discipline of the church we are members of11, in the most brotherly affection toward each other12, 
we endeavor particularly to observe the following rules. 
 
In brotherly love to pray for each other13, to watch over one another14, and if need be in the most 
tender and affectionate manner, to reprove one another15. 
 
We also agree, with God’s assistance to pray in our families16, attend our church meetings17, observe 
the Lord’s day and keep it holy18, and not absent ourselves from the communion of the Lord’s 
supper and feet washing without a lawful excuse19, to be ready to communicate to the defraying of 
the church’s expenses20, and for the support of the ministry21, not irregularly depart from the 
fellowship of the church22, nor to remove to distance churches without a regular dismission23. 
 
These things we do covenant and agree to observe and keep sacred24 in the name of and by 
assistance of God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit25. 

 
The emphasis in these lessons is not merely an academic readout and explanation of what the 
church covenant means as a historical document, but an exposition of the scriptures that 
support the statements made therein, and an exhortation to covenant together according to the 
scriptures first, and the written documents of the church (our covenant, articles of faith, and 
confession) second. If, as we review these documents, we discover in the scriptures a need for 
change to the documents, we should undertake to do so as soon as possible. 
 
In this lesson we will focus upon the phrases: “…and have given up ourselves to the Lord, 
and to one another in a gospel church way…”. We have defined covenant, what it means 
to be called by God, what it means to profess faith in Jesus Christ, and what it means to be 
baptized. So, we can surmise by this progression that before we can give ourselves up to the Lord 
or to one another in the church, we must first have demonstrated in profession and baptism a 
response to the calling of God and a willingness to covenant with God and other baptized 
professors in what we call a church. In our first lesson, we defined a church as “a gathering of 
“members” (people) who have faith/believe in Jesus Christ, have professed that faith/belief, 
have been immersed in water because of (“upon”) that faith/belief, contend for that faith/belief 
(doctrines), and maintain the ordinances associated to that faith/belief (practices).” How then, 
once gathered, does a church continue on together? How does a church give themselves up “to 
the Lord, and to one another”? What does it mean to be “a gospel church”? 
 
Love: the first principle of giving ourselves up “to the Lord, and to one another”.  
 

1 John 4:19 We love him, because he first loved us. 
 

God, by Jesus Christ, through the Holy Ghost, is the first cause. His love causes us to love him, 
then one another, because of him.  

 
2 Corinthians 5:14a For the love of Christ constraineth us; 
 

The love we have for the Lord, “because he first loved us”, “constraineth us” (or keeps us 
together), to love him, then one another.  
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Mark 12:28-34 28 And one of the scribes came, and having heard them reasoning together, 
and perceiving that he had answered them well, asked him, Which is the first commandment of 
all? 29 And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord 
our God is one Lord: 30 And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first 
commandment. 31 And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself. There is none other commandment greater than these. 32 And the scribe said unto him, 
Well, Master, thou hast said the truth: for there is one God; and there is none other but he: 33 
And to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the 
soul, and with all the strength, and to love his neighbour as himself, is more than all 
whole burnt offerings and sacrifices. 34 And when Jesus saw that he answered discreetly, 
he said unto him, Thou art not far from the kingdom of God. And no man after that durst 
ask him any question. 
 

Love is a first principle because it is commanded of Israel and therefore commanded of the 
church (the Israel of God). It is giving up everything: heart, soul, mind/understanding, strength, 
to the Lord. It is giving up everything: self, to our neighbor. This kind of love is an indication of 
the kingdom of God on earth, as it is in heaven.  

 
John 13:34-35 34 A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have 
loved you, that ye also love one another. 35 By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if 
ye have love one to another. 

 
John 15:12-13 12 This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you. 
13 Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. 

 
John 15:17 These things I command you, that ye love one another. 
 

“Because he first loved us”, we are to love one another the way in which he loved us by laying 
down our lives for one another, by sacrificing for one another. This love is proof of our calling, of 
our profession, of our baptism. It is how we know and how the world knows that we are “not far 
from the kingdom of God”. 

 
1 John 4:7-8 7 Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that 
loveth is born of God, and knoweth God. 8 He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love. 

 
Sacrifice: the second principle of giving ourselves up “to the Lord, and to one another”.  
 
Love begets sacrifice. We are to sacrifice our heart, soul, mind, and strength to God the Father 
because of our love for him. We are to love one another as God the Son, Jesus Christ, loved. A 
disciple will “lay down his life for his friends”. Sacrifice, then, is not something that happens 
randomly, but something that happens continually. 
 

Romans 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 
 

God must be first. He must have the preeminence in all things. He must receive the firstfruits of 
our love in praise and thanks to him and then (and only then) our sacrifices of love toward our 
neighbors and brethren will be pleasing to him. 

 
Hebrews 13:15-16 15 By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God 
continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name. 16 But to do good and 
to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well pleased. 
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Jesus Christ is our example of sacrifice. His love for us compelled him to sacrifice himself to 
God. If we are to be his followers (disciples) our love for him will compel us to sacrifice ourselves 
to God and to one another. 
 

Ephesians 5:1-2 1 Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children; 2 And walk in love, 
as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice 
to God for a sweetsmelling savour. 

 
Unity: the third principle of giving ourselves up “to the Lord, and to one another”.  
 
When we love and sacrifice, it brings a peace upon the church, and a unity among the members. 
Unity is not optional, as our denominational Christian world seems to exemplify, but it is God’s 
will and desire for the church. The psalmist proclaims God’s will clearly: 
 

Psalms 133:1 Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in 
unity! 

 
As in love and sacrifice, God must be the first cause of our unity in the church. God must do 
something in the hearts of men to bring them together. 
 

Jeremiah 32:39 And I will give them one heart, and one way, that they may fear me for 
ever, for the good of them, and of their children after them: 
 
Ezekiel 11:19-20 19 And I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within you; 
and I will take the stony heart out of their flesh, and will give them an heart of flesh: 20 That 
they may walk in my statutes, and keep mine ordinances, and do them: and they 
shall be my people, and I will be their God. 
 

When God has prepared the hearts of men, then they be unified and fulfill his will. This is the 
prayer of our Lord: 

 
John 17:20-23 20 Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me 
through their word; 21 That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that 
they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. 22 
And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are 
one: 23 I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the 
world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved 
me. 
 

Unity takes work. It takes love and sacrifice.  
 
Ephesians 4:1-6 1 I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the 
vocation wherewith ye are called, 2 With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, 
forbearing one another in love; 3 Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace. 4 There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of 
your calling; 5 One Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 One God and Father of all, who is above 
all, and through all, and in you all. 
 

Consider all the “ones” that Paul lists out: body (the church of Jesus Christ), Spirit (Holy Ghost), 
hope (eternal salvation in Jesus Christ), Lord (kurios supreme master), faith (belief on and 
profession of Jesus Christ as the Son of God), baptism (immersion and identification with Jesus 
Christ), God (almighty Father).  



CKVL PBC 
01/01/2023 
Church Covenant 3 – Love, Sacrifice, and Unity 

 4 

These are what the church is to unify around, and they are not difficult to discern from the 
scriptures, yet the centuries have divided the church into denominations because men desired to 
prove their theories or traditions outside of the scriptures, being unwilling love and sacrifice for 
the cause of Jesus Christ, rather than for their worldly and selfish causes. We should dedicate 
ourselves as a church to return to these unifying principles according to the scriptures and be 
like unto the church of the first century: 

 
Acts 2:42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in 
breaking of bread, and in prayers. 
 
Acts 2:44-47 44 And all that believed were together, and had all things common; 45 And sold 
their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need. 46 And they, 
continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, 
did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, 47 Praising God, and having favour 
with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved. 
 
Acts 4:32 And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one 
soul: neither said any of them that ought of the things which he possessed was his own; but they 
had all things common. 
 

This then is what the writers of our church covenant described as “a gospel church way”. The 
loving, sacrificing, unified people who have given themselves up to God and to one another are 
daily steadfast in doctrine, belief, fellowship, breaking of bread, praise, and prayer. They are not 
individuals who come together on Sunday mornings and (maybe) once more during the week, 
they are living their lives together with “one heart and…one soul”. 


