
The Coming Conviction - John 16:1-11      1-8-23 
 Today we are going to get into the threefold conviction that the Holy Spirit brings to the 
world in verses 8-11, but before we do that we need to recognize something that is repeated in 
this whole text. And in that there will be a reminder as to where we are in the Gospel of John. 
The disciples’ lives are going to get very interesting very quickly. Jesus will soon be leaving 
them as His work will be finished soon. The Jewish leaders will be coming for them to alienate 
them from society and not just kick them out of a church. Plus they will kill most of the disciples 
as a service to God, so they think it will be. Their life will be full of afflictions and tribulations. 
As they look ahead to that without realizing the gravity of all of that in their present situation 
here Jesus is preparing them. Jesus said earlier that all His true disciples keep His word. Notice 
what is repeated. Verse 1, “I have said all these things to you” for a purpose. Verse 4, “But I have 
said these things to you,” because things will happen soon and they need to remember what He’s 
said. Verse 4, He “did not say these things to you from the beginning,” because Jesus was with 
them. Now that’s changing. Verse 6, “But because I have said these things to you” sorrow has 
filled their hearts, because they are yet to fully understand the Advantage that will come. Verse 7, 
“I tell you the truth” where Jesus tells them about this Advantage that is to come to them. Do you 
notice the repetitions? It is Jesus bringing His word to His people for His purposes. What was 
His purposes? It was so that 1) they did not fall away and 2) when the afflictions come they 
would remember what He had said.  
 First, what was meant by “falling away?” Were they at risk of losing their salvation, of 
being truly saved one day, but then not being saved the next, because they couldn’t handle it and 
fell away, lost their salvation? Did Jesus think that they could lose their salvation, so He was 
giving them a pep-talk, but it would be up to them after that and hopefully they were strong 
enough on their own? Sadly this is the conclusion that many people come to from various other 
texts, but that is not the teaching of God at all. This falling away means to be tripped up, to 
hinder right conduct or thought. So what will keep them from being tripped up? It is the words of 
Jesus that will be remembered and the one who would bring them back to their remembrance is 
the Holy Spirit, their Advantage that was to come soon.  
 This was the second purpose that we see here. Jesus says these things to them, so that 
when they are in the actual afflictions that would come, then they can stand firm. This is a lesson 
for all disciples of Christ where we must remember the Word of God for the day of affliction and 
tribulation that will happen. It will happen in varying degrees. We must have God’s Word inside 
of us as we go. In a general way this covers all our trials that we may face. In a lot of these 
situations we may not understand why these things happen. So often we are caught off guard by 
these circumstances and often our emotions get the best of us during these times. Noticing this in 
this text is so necessary, because these situations will happen and if we leave ourselves 
defenseless when God has provided what we need, then we will struggle with unnecessary 
stumbling. This is a place of reform for the church, because over many years of liberal and 
enlightenment beliefs influencing the church we downplay what the Scriptures are and how God 
works through His Word for the good of His people. Every time a Christian reads God’s Word, 
studies it, and reflects on it, it is God saying to them, “I have said these things to you, so that my 
purposes will be remembered by you, so that you may stand firm in your tribulations.” And as 



the Holy Spirit works through His Word, then we find stability. He is our Advantage that has 
come.  
 This is something that the unbelieving world does not have and does not want. By 
thinking that they make their own truth from their own authoritative position unbelievers have 
themselves to trust in, which is like trying to hold water in a tank that has a hole in it. God’s 
purposes from His Word, the whole counsel of God for all of life, is the objective truth that we 
need to live by and this must be recovered today. As the unbelieving world relies more and more 
on their subjective reasoning the faithful disciples of Christ must go the opposite direction. As 
that happens the difference will be more and more obvious. This will bring persecution, which is 
the more specific context here as Jesus says that they will be put out of the synagogues and they 
will be killed by these enemies of Christ. So from the general that is the overall trials of life to 
the specific persecution (“when their hour comes”) we need to remember what Jesus has told us 
in all of Scripture.  
 When society marks you as an extremist, as an intolerant bigot, as a conspiracy theorist 
will you be tripped up? When people slander you and raise harsh objections to your beliefs will 
you be hindered in your conduct or thought? When your close friends say that you should be 
more inclusive when it comes going along with the progression of the world will you go along 
with it? When your social credit score goes down, because you are not quiet about God’s truth 
and the state of our nation as evil will you keep quiet? We must bring our lives under God’s 
Word, because the Spirit has been sent and He is the one who causes us to remember what He 
has said, and He causes us to stand firm, and not stumble as we go.  
 The Holy Spirit has come into the world not only for that, His ministry to believers, but 
also to convict the unbelieving world. Who is the unbelieving world made of? It’s first made up 
of the Jews, God’s chosen people who have largely rejected Jesus, but who also are the people 
that the Messiah would come from. Then the unbelieving world is also made up of the Gentiles 
who have been included in God’s plan of redemption. The Gentiles makes up the rest of 
mankind, the nations. So when we hear the phrase “the world” we should recognize that this is 
New Covenant language. The Holy Spirit will convict people from all nations. This conviction is 
to expose and show guilt. It is to convince with solid, compelling evidence, especially to prove 
wrongdoing as in a courtroom. It’s through this conviction that the nations will come to Jesus. 
With the rejection from the Jews this puts great emphasis on the Gentiles. And as Jesus came, so 
did the Gentiles. They came to Him. This being Epiphany Sunday the Gentiles coming to Christ 
was shown by the Magi, the wise men, who came to Jesus. As God told Abraham that the 
blessing of his offspring in the nations coming to salvation would be as numerous as the stars, 
these Gentile Magi came by way of the star that God had provided, which was a special 
manifestation of Himself leading them to His Son. As Jesus came He bound Satan, which opened 
the way for these Gentiles, because the nations would no longer be deceived. This is a major part 
of the third conviction, which we will see. This coming of the Gentiles leads us to the coming 
conviction of the Spirit.  
 But the Holy Spirit came to convict the world of sin, righteousness, and judgment. Sin, 
because they do not believe in Jesus. Every human being is in a state of belief or unbelief. We all 
come into the world in the state of unbelief, so we need the Spirit to convict us of our unbelief. 
This reiterates the fact that everything that is not done by faith is sin and before we have been 



born again we do not have any of this faith, we can’t exercise any faith, therefore every inch of 
our lives before being born again is unbelief. There is no neutrality. You are either for Jesus or 
against Jesus. Sin according to God is lawlessness, which is seen as disobedience and unbelief is 
the root. This is the opposite of belief and belief shows itself in lawfulness and obedience. This is 
crucial to consider when you get to the very root and the belief that first happens when someone 
is saved through the conviction of sin by the Holy Spirit. The act of belief is obedience. This sin 
with the root of unbelief equaling lawlessness equaling disobedience and belief equaling 
lawfulness equaling obedience addresses three important issues.  
 1) Belief is obedience, which is a righteous deed according to God, so if this belief is the 
act of our independent free will, as some say, and is left for us to do as our salvation is dependent 
upon that act, then our obedience is the cause of our salvation. That is very problematic to say 
the least. But if the very act of belief in saving faith is something that God produces in us then 
we have no problem, because that is what God’s saving grace is.  
 2) This also addresses autonomy and Theonomy in whether I am governed by self-law or 
God’s law. If it is self-law, autonomy, then it is unbelief in disobedience to God, because self-law 
is lawlessness according to God. If it is Theonomy, God’s law, then it is belief in obedience to 
God. The Holy Spirit convicts the sinful world of self-law, because they don’t believe in Jesus. If 
they did truly believe in Him, then obedience would be produced. This shows how much we 
should address this issue, because self-law is what many professing Christians are giving into in 
the culture. It is better when it comes to self, the home, and the church, but when it comes to 
public, culture, civil government, then that’s where it seems we fall off.  
 3) This also addresses antinomianism or anti-law beliefs where obedience to God isn’t 
something that will necessarily happen and doesn’t have to happen. But if belief has begun in the 
new life then belief will grow in the new life, because God causes the growth. Purposeful 
lawlessness will not be the character of the new life. And when I say purposeful it is the 
character of thinking that obedience isn’t necessary. Yes, obedience to the law isn’t necessary for 
salvation, to be saved, but obedience to the law will happen as a result of salvation, so in that 
sense it is necessary.   
 These issues that a text like this addresses brings in the question of how we can know if 
we are saved. There’s a number of ways to test that. Do you believe in the true Jesus? He was 
fully God and fully man at the same time the whole time in His earthly ministry and on. He was 
sinless. He was a literal substitute. He was the only sacrifice for sin. He was the only one who 
could offer up Himself for the payment of sin. In beliefs that change this Jesus in who He is, they 
are against Jesus and are unbelief. Do you believe in what He truly did and what you truly cannot 
do? This goes deeper into a right understanding of the law and the gospel. Is obedience to the law 
a way to be saved? Did Jesus just do what He did to set an example for us to follow the best we 
can? Is there anything in addition to what He did that we have to do in order to be saved and 
justified? In these questions, if we answer them wrong then we show that we are in the state of 
unbelief. Further, this unbelief is shown in disobedience. So if our lives can be characterized in a 
pattern as disobedient without true repentance, then we show evidence of unbelief. There are 
some major components of this that are typically known as cultural issues, but are so basic and 
foundational that if people hold to them, then they show unbelief. These are the issues that are 
brought up when the Spirit convicts the unbeliever of their unbelief. A fundamental work of the 



Spirit is to show the sinner the true state of their unbelief whether He reveals that in connections 
to their specific sins or if it has to do with the general corrupt nature of the sinner where he or 
she sees their true nature according to God as a whole. Either way the Spirit’s convictions are 
always in agreement with God’s Word.  
 And since He convicts of sin He also will convict the world concerning righteousness, 
because Jesus went to the Father, and people would see Him no longer in His earthly ministry, 
which was His humiliation. What this largely means is that He proves who He is and His 
fulfillment of all righteousness is done. In going to the Father He shows who He truly is and this 
is righteousness, because there is no one righteous, but Him. He is the Righteous One. The Lord 
is our righteousness Jeremiah 23 says about Jesus, which shows further that He is our 
righteousness, meaning He knew no sin, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of 
God where we are given His righteousness before the Father. So He went to the Father, so that 
He could bring us to the Father both in salvation and then into glory. So in this conviction of the 
Holy Spirit is the conviction that there is no one righteous, no not one. And that all our own 
“righteous” deeds are filthy rags to God, so we must have Jesus’ righteous deeds credited to our 
account. We must be clothed with the white robe of Jesus, so that we can stand as righteous 
before the Judge. This and the sin spoken of earlier are inseparably linked as to showing our 
great need for Jesus who is to be our Lord and Savior. And in these two, sin and righteousness, is 
shown the great exchange that was to take place in Jesus where He took on our sin upon Himself, 
so that, in exchange, we could take on His righteousness upon ourselves. That is a righteousness 
that we accept by faith, which is a work of God in our heart, mind, and will. This is what Paul 
talks about in Philippians 3:8-9, “8 Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing 
worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and 
count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a 
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, 
the righteousness from God that depends on faith.”  
 Necessarily then when these convictions come the first that happens is regarding sin, 
which then bleeds into righteousness, because we are left empty and guilty of unrighteousness, 
therefore in need of a righteousness that is not our own. Alexander Maclaren, 19th century 
Baptist Minister commented on this saying, “That conviction [of righteousness] will never awake 
in its blessed and hope-giving power unless it be preceded by the other [the conviction of sin]. It 
is of no use to exhibit medicine to a man who does not know himself diseased. It is of no use to 
talk about righteousness to a man who has not found himself to be a sinner. And it is of as little 
use to talk to a man of sin unless you are ready to tell him of a righteousness that will cover all 
his sin. The one conviction without the other is misery, the second without the first is irrelevant 
and far away.” The conviction of sin without the good news of the righteousness of Christ 
revealed in the gospel will dwell in misery and the conviction of righteousness in our need of 
another righteousness without the conviction of sin laying the groundwork first makes the 
righteousness we need unnecessary. So much for that in our day where sin is either a bad word or 
it is replaced with a mental or emotional disorder that can be supposedly fixed by medication or 
secular counseling. And so much for the need for another person’s righteousness to become ours, 
because we think we are righteous in ourselves from birth in some capacity.  



 From here there is the conviction of judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. 
With the conviction of sin and righteousness it is inevitable that judgment must come up. Three 
things comes into play here. 
 The first is what does this statement, “The ruler of this world is judged” even mean? Who 
is the ruler of this world? It is Satan. And he is judged or more literally according to the Greek, 
has been judged. This is in the perfect tense meaning that it represents an action as already 
completed at the time it is spoken of. Does this have any connection to Satan being bound as it 
says in Mark 3 and Revelation 20? Or to the prince of this world being cast out at the time of 
Jesus saying that in John 12? These are all connected and we better have a biblical answer to this, 
because so many people come to the conclusion that these do not have any effect now. But that 
goes against these such verses that are plainly stated. So at the foundation of this issue is that 
Satan himself, he has been judged. And the effect of that is that the Gentile nations are no longer 
deceived. And this passage about the conviction of the Holy Spirit speaks to just that, because He 
convicts the world now and not just the Jews, but the Gentiles too now. The Gentiles make up all 
the nations. So this passage speaks to that undoing of the deception that they were under before. 
It speaks to the same thing that we talked about in our first Advent Sunday in how Satan’s house 
is plundered. It is plundered by the Holy Spirit working through God’s people to bring the law 
and the gospel to bear upon sinners and in that work He brings people out of deception and into 
redemption. This is the immediate effect of Satan’s judgment, of his binding, and of him being 
cast out. So if you think that Satan is completely unchained then I’d ask you to explain these 
various texts to me. And this even goes back to Genesis 3:15 where God said that Jesus would 
crush, break, bruise Satan’s head. We cannot miss this immediate effect, because missing this is 
one of the reasons why the church has had a defeatist outlook on the future. And looking at our 
current situation first before the Bible has aided in these beliefs.  
 This immediate has massive implications where the result of that judgment of Satan, then 
is the future judgment that is for certain and that if someone is against Jesus then they will be 
judged. This is the conviction brought to the sinner by the Spirit in light of the fact that Satan has 
been judged himself. With every death this is brought to the surface where we face the reality 
that we don’t know when we will die. We must know the way of peace and have that peace that 
is in Jesus alone embedded in our hearts, so that we have a biblical assurance that we are truly at 
peace with God. That we are truly right before God, because of Jesus’ righteousness alone and 
not by any amount of our own righteousness. Christians are to warn people of this judgment that 
is not only coming in its finality, but that it is now if someone is in the state of unbelief, truly. So 
a biblical examination of that situation is a must, which shows us how these three convictions 
actually happen within time. The Holy Spirit works through the true disciples of Jesus during 
each generation, so that He can bring these convictions to lost sinners. This is just one more 
situation that proves that there will be deliberate activity from God’s people out in the world 
instead of the religious pietism that we talked about last week. Again, the more our nation 
implodes in on itself there should be a visible and growing presence of those who are faithful to 
Jesus and the truth that is in Him however small that presence starts out as. And right now it may 
seem small, but it is because there has been a long period of darkness. But God brings light out 
of darkness. He brings apostate nations to nothing and as that happens He builds His people up. 



May the Spirit bring conviction to the world through us. Conviction of sin, righteousness, and 
judgment. 


