
Rapture: Jesus Could Come At Any Moment -- Be Ready 

Revelation 2:4 KJV   . . .  I have [somewhat] against thee, because thou hast left thy first love 
(February 7, 2021)  (1 John 3:1-3 KJV; Matthew 24-25 KJV) 

 

Purification process: 1 John 3:1-3 KJV   Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed  
   upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it 

knew him not. (2) Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: 
but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. (3) And 
every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure. 
● Our identity:  “sons of God” -- Our task: purified/purifieth himself (Our “reasonable service”) 

Warning from the horse’s mouth -- Jesus:  Matthew 24:36-44 KJV   But of that day and hour 

knoweth no [man], no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only. (37) But as the days of Noe 
[were], so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. (38) For as in the days that were before the 
flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered 
into the ark, (39) And knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming 
of the Son of man be. (40) Then shall two be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left. 
(41) Two [women shall be] grinding at the mill; the one shall be taken, and the other left. (42) Watch 
therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. (43) But know this, that if the goodman 
of the house had known in what watch the thief would come, he would have watched, and would 
not have suffered his house to be broken up. (44) Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as 
ye think not the Son of man cometh. 
● The incidents in an hour/twinkling of an eye (rapture) there is no denial some protected and 

some not -- some left and some taken 

Who will go and who will stay -- three groups:  
● None:  Everyone that professes in Jesus will go (The problem is the Parables of Jesus: Goodman 

of the House; Wise and Foolish Virgins; Parable of Talents) 
● Some:  Everyone saved and looking for Jesus will go 
● Few:  Only overcomers and looking for Jesus will go 
● Heaven is the blessing for salvation -- Rapture is a reward for faithfulness 

● Rapture is a one-time event:  Dead in Christ and alive in Christ to “meet the Lord in the air” 
and this is to “comfort one another”  (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 KJV) 

● Believers left behind must endure until the end (Matthew 24:13-14 KJV) 
Who will go and who will stay -- key word is faithful/faithfulness:  

● In the word:  John 8:31KJV   Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue 
in my word, [then] are ye my disciples indeed;  

● In fellowship/abide in:  1 John 2:24 KJV   Let that therefore abide in you, which ye have heard 
from the beginning. If that which ye have heard from the beginning shall remain in you, ye also 
shall continue in the Son, and in the Father. 

● In doing for the kingdom:  Matthew 24:45-46 KJV   Who then is a faithful and wise servant, 
whom his lord hath made ruler over his household, to give them meat in due season? (46) 
Blessed [is] that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find so doing. 

● In servanthood:  Matthew 25:21 KJV   His lord said unto him, Well done, [thou] good and 
faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many 
things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. 

● Required stewardship:  1 Corinthians 4:2 KJV   Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man 
be found faithful. 

● Riding with Jesus:  Revelation 17:14 KJV   These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb 
shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him [are] 
called, and chosen, and faithful. 



Examples of the rapture ready:  Overcomers; victory over sin; profitable servants; ready; 
watching; praying; no spots on their garments; believed in the coming of the Lord;  
● The opposite of each example would be the “not ready” 
● Believers can be left behind:  Luke 12:47 KJV   And that servant, which knew his lord's will, and 

prepared not [himself], neither did according to his will, shall be beaten with many [stripes]. 
● Note: The context of Matthew 24:1-51 and 25:1-30 KJV  is about the sudden return of the Lord 

beginning with Jesus’s statements of destruction; the timing question; the beginning of the 
tribulation; the description of the tribulation; parables of people taken/left; Matthew 25:31 KJV 
then speaks of Son of man coming in His glory 

Watch and be ready for the “taken away”: 
● Taken in Greek - paralambano:  to take to; to receive something transmitted 
● Jesus is speaking of His promise to “receive”:  John 14:1-3 KJV   Let not your heart be troubled: 

ye believe in God, believe also in me. (2) In my Father's house are many mansions: if [it were] 
not [so], I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. (3) And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, [there] ye may 
be also. 

● Who is He after to protect -- “they which are called”:  Revelation 19:7-9 KJV   Let us be glad 
and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath 
made herself ready. (8) And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean 
and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints. (9) And he saith unto me, Write, 
Blessed [are] they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto 
me, These are the true sayings of God. 

● Remember:   Revelation 17:14 KJV  those with Jesus are “they that are with him [are] called, 
and chosen, and faithful” 

Warning of unbelief of the word:  Hebrews 3:14-19 KJV   For we are made partakers of Christ, if 

we hold the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto the end; (15) While it is said, To day if ye will 
hear his voice, harden not your hearts, as in the provocation. (16) For some, when they had heard, did 
provoke: howbeit not all that came out of Egypt by Moses. (17) But with whom was he grieved forty 
years? [was it] not with them that had sinned, whose carcases fell in the wilderness? (18) And to 
whom sware he that they should not enter into his rest, but to them that believed not? (19) So we see 
that they could not enter in because of unbelief. 
● Do not lose the love you first had:  Revelation 2:4 KJV   Nevertheless I have [somewhat] 

against thee, because thou hast left thy first love. 

Cleanse ourselves:  1 John 3:1-3 KJV   Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed  

    upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it 
knew him not. (2) Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: 
but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. (3) And 
every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure. 

 


