
Typology: Interpretation Options of “sabachthani” 
(Shadows of Things to Come)  (October 25, 2020)  (Matthew 27:46 KJV; Psalms 22) 

 

 
Typology:  Typology unites both covenants, seeing in the Old Covenant types and shadows which 

prefigure something in the New Covenant.  Physical systems are established in the Old that become 
spiritual in the New.  Old Testament concealed -- New Testament revealed. 
● In the Hebrew Bible, the Old Testament, there are “pictures” or reflections of people who are 

yet to be born. Differing from visions and dreams, these pictures are actual events or people 
that were prophetic depictions. This is known as typology. These “shadows” are representatives 
of the actual person to follow. They aren’t narrowed to people and events. Typologies can also 
be objects and ceremonies.  

● Scriptures of shadows 

Shadows of things to come: 
● Shadows are imagery:  Hebrews 10:1 KJV   For the law having a shadow of good things to 

come, [and] not the very image of the things, can never with those sacrifices which they 
offered year by year continually make the comers thereunto perfect. 

● Shadows are to point to Christ:  Colossians 2:17 KJV   Which are a shadow of things to come; 
but the body [is] of Christ. 

● Note:  Shadows are created by something real 

Passage of the week -- forefront of my thoughts: 
● Matthew 27:46 KJV   And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, 

lama sabachthani? that is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? 
● Mark 15:34 KJV   And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eloi, Eloi, lama 

sabachthani? which is, being interpreted, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? 
● Notice the slight difference in the two verses:  Eli vs Eloi 

● The slight differences open the debate for “what language is this” -- Mishnaic Hebrew 
accent or Aramaic and translated from transliterated  

● The debate is fueled by Matthew 27:47 KJV and Mark 15:35 KJV -- both call for a totally 
incorrect conclusion:  “This [man] calleth for Elias” 

Examine the work of Jesus: 
● Purpose for Jesus coming to earth as a man:  Luke 19:10 KJV   For the Son of man is come to 

seek and to save that which was lost. 
● Purpose for Jesus on the earth:  Matthew 5:17 KJV   Think not that I am come to destroy the 

law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. 
● Purpose for Jesus on the cross:  1 Peter 2:24 KJV   Who his own self bare our sins in his own 

body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes 
ye were healed. 

● Purpose from the beginning:   Genesis 3:15 KJV   And I will put enmity between thee and the 
woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his 
heel. 

● Prophesied purpose on the cross:  Colossians 2:15 KJV   [And] having spoiled principalities and 
powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it.  (Fulfilled Genesis 3:15)  

● Purpose for going willing to the cross:  Matthew 26:42 KJV   He went away again the second 
time, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if this cup may not pass away from me, except I drink 
it, thy will be done. 

● Finally the spoken prayer of Jesus:  John 17:1 KJV   These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his 
eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may 
glorify thee:  (John 17:2-8 KJV completes the purpose and glorification) 



 

Option 4 of why Jesus spoke these words (statement 4) -- “what if” he didn’t: 
● True Aramaic -- the witness would have heard:  “Eli, Eli, lemana shabakthani"  

● Lemana vs lama:  "My God, my God, for this [purpose] I was spared!" or "...for such a 
purpose have you kept me!" 

● Not to say the Holy Bible is incorrect:  Perhaps the hearing, transliteration or translation 
● True Aramaic would have changed the words of Jesus from a question of “why” (forsaken) to 

great joy in the plan of God 

Notice the words spoken after “Eli, Eli, lemana shabakthani":  
● Statement 5:   John 19:28:   After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished, 

that the scripture might be fulfilled, saith, I thirst. 
● Statement 6:  John 19:30:  When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is 

finished: and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost.  
● Statement 7:  Luke 23:46:   Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit. 
● But notice the complete verse:  Luke 23:46 KJV   And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, he 

said, Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit: and having said thus, he gave up the ghost. 
● Matthew and Mark place the same emphasis on the loud voice 

 

 

Forsaken or a shout for victory 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From the Cross -- Hast Thou Forsaken Me (Part 1) 

(Something to Think About) (January 27, 2019)  (Matthew 27:46; Psalms 22:1-31) 
 

The question:   Matthew 27:46   And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, 

Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?  
● Also:   Mark 15:34   And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eloi, Eloi, lama 

sabachthani? which is, being interpreted, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?  
● The question:  Did God forsake His Son on the cross -- where is the answer  

Most general interpretation -- quote from Billy Graham Answers:   “His words point to the fact 

that when Jesus died on the cross, all our sins—without exception—were transferred to Him. He was 
without sin, for He was God in human flesh. But as He died all our sins were placed on Him, and He 
became the final and complete sacrifice for our sins. And in that moment He was banished from the 
presence of God, for sin cannot exist in God’s presence. His cry speaks of this truth; He endured the 
separation from God that you and I deserve. 
This is a profound truth—and yet it also should bring us great comfort. Because Christ died for us, we 

need not fear death or Hell or judgment!”  The final line:  God didn’t abandon Jesus, He won’t 
abandon you. Make Him part of your life today.    Ends with -- Give money 

Basis for the “forsaken” view with objections:  
● Jesus became the sin offering/sacrifice:   2 Corinthians 5:21   For he hath made him to be sin for 

us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.  
● Context of chapter 5 is “judgment seat of Christ” and “ministry of reconciliation”  
● Try viewing this verse as “made him to be a sin offering for us” 

● From the eyes of Habakkuk:   Habakkuk 1:13   Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, And 
canst not look on iniquity: Wherefore lookest thou upon them that deal treacherously, And 
holdest thy tongue when the wicked devoureth the man that is more righteous than he?  
● This verse is really a question (notice the punctuation) turned into a statement and pertains 

to Judah and Babylon when God was about to use Babylon for the correction of Judah 
● Analogy using the above verses for the conclusion of Matthew 27:46 and Mark 15:34:  Jesus 

became sin;  God cannot look upon sin; Jesus was forsaken -- assumption without scripture 

The perplexing questions --  If God abandoned His Son because He could not look upon sin:  

● How did He look upon Adam and Eve -- the original sin that ruined perfection (God pursued) 
● How could He look upon us and seek us -- we were born condemned (John 3:18) -- how could 

we ever become “children of God” 
● Was the confidence of King David in Psalms 27 real -- should we have “fear of abandonment 
● What about:   Deuteronomy 31:8   And the LORD, he it is that doth go before thee; he will be 

with thee, he will not fail thee, neither forsake thee: fear not, neither be dismayed. 
● What about:   Hebrews 13:5   Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content 

with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. 
● What about:  100 more scriptures of comfort that God will not forsake us;   What about:   John 

10:30   I and my Father are one;   What about:   John 16:32   Behold, the hour cometh, yea, is 
now come, that ye shall be scattered, every man to his own, and shall leave me alone: and yet I 
am not alone, because the Father is with me.  

● Jesus could have changed prophecy:   Matthew 26:53   Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to 
my Father, and he shall presently give me more than twelve legions of angels?  (72,000 
angels) 

● Nike:   Matthew 26:54   But how then shall the scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it must be?  

http://peacewithgod.net/?utm_source=BGMainsite&utm_medium=PWG+Link&utm_campaign=PWG+Internal&utm_content=Did+God+Abandon+Jesus+MyAnswer+032416&outreach=BGAnswer+Jesus+Abandoned


Do as the Bereans:   Acts 17:11   These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they 
received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those 
things were so. 

Ministry from the cross -- still about others: 
● Jesus practiced what He preached -- remember the final commandment:  John 13:34-35    A 

new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also 
love one another. By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to 
another. 

● Jesus came to do a job:   John 6:38   For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but 
the will of him that sent me.  

● Jesus stayed on the job:   John 4:34   Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him 
that sent me, and to finish his work.  

● Protection removed when our job is finished (Rev 11:7):   John 19:28   After this, Jesus knowing 
that all things were now accomplished, that the scripture might be fulfilled, saith, I thirst. 

Seven statements from the cross -- character of Jesus is about others: 
1. Father:   Luke 23:34:   Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. 
2. The thief:   Luke 23:43:   Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise. 
3. Mother:   John 19:26–27:   Woman, behold your son. Son, behold your mother 
4. Debated:   Matthew 27:46 & Mark 15:34    My God, My God, why have you forsaken me? 
5. Father’s plan:   John 19:28:   After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished, 

that the scripture might be fulfilled, saith, I thirst. 
6. Father’s plan:   John 19:30:  When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is 

finished: and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost.  (It is accomplished/completed) 
7. Reunion with the Father:   Luke 23:46:   Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit. 

● All except number 4 (debated) are definitely about others -- why not number 4?  

Talk about number 4 -- “My God, My God”: 
● Spoken by Jesus after resurrection about His work:   Luke 24:44   And he said unto them, These 

are the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be 
fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, 
concerning me.  
● Notice “in the psalms, concerning me”: Number 4 is the first line of Psalms 22 
● “My God, My God”:  Psalms 22:1   My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? Why art 

thou so far from helping me, and from the words of my roaring?  
● King David wrote wanting the situation changed -- Did Jesus speak evangelizing? 
● First lines were the method of identification of each Psalm 

● Psalms 22 is the crucifixion Psalm:  It contains prophecy about Jesus and the cross itself 
hundreds of years prior to the event (more than 1000 years) 

● A study of Psalms 22 will reveal: 1) Man’s feeling of rejection;  2) Man’s rejection of the 
Messiah;  3) The agony of Calvary;  4) A prayer for deliverance;  5) Thanksgiving for 
deliverance and (6) The confidence in the triumph of God 

● Confidence of no rejection/abandonment/ forsaking:   Psalms 22:24    For he hath not 
despised nor abhorred the affliction of the afflicted; Neither hath he hid his face from him; 
But when he cried unto him, he heard. 

The question:  Did God forsake His Son on the cross?  
● Do as the Bereans:   Acts 17:11   These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that 

they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether 
those things were so. 



● Be led by the Holy Spirit:   John 16:13   Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth , is come,  he 
will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, 
that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.  

● Have confidence:   Deuteronomy 31:8   And the LORD, he it is that doth go before thee; he 
will be with thee, he will not fail thee, neither forsake thee: fear not, neither be dismayed. 

From the Cross -- Hast Thou Forsaken Me (Part 2) 

(Something to Think About) (February 9, 2019)  (Matthew 27:46; Psalms 22:1-31) 
 

The question:   Matthew 27:46    And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, 

Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?  
● Also:   Mark 15:34   And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eloi, Eloi, lama 

sabachthani? which is, being interpreted, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?  
● The question:  Did God forsake His Son on the cross -- where is the answer  

The reason we are looking at Psalm 22:  
● “My God, My God”:  Psalm 22:1   My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? Why art thou 

so far from helping me, and from the words of my roaring?  
● King David wrote wanting the situation changed -- Did Jesus speak evangelizing? 
● First lines were the method of identification of each Psalm 

● Jesus said after resurrection about His work:   Luke 24:44   And he said unto them, These are the 
words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which 
were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me.  
● Notice “in the psalms, concerning me”: Number 4 is the first line of Psalm 22 

● John said the actions by Roman soldiers fulfilled the scripture and prophecy of  Psalm 22:18 
● John 19.24   They said therefore among themselves, Let us not rend it, but cast lots for it, 

whose it shall be: that the scripture might be fulfilled, which saith, They parted my raiment 
among them, and for my vesture they did cast lots. These things therefore the soldiers did.  

● Psalm 22:18   They part my garments among them, And cast lots upon my vesture.  
● Psalm 22 confirms no rejection/abandonment/ forsaking:   Psalm 22:24    For he hath not 

despised nor abhorred the affliction of the afflicted; Neither hath he hid his face from him; But 
when he cried unto him, he heard. 
● Contrary to generally accepted opinion that God did forsake His Son on the cross  

Side note -- Messianic trilogy of Psalms -- Psalms 22-24 (from Robert J. Morgan): 

Psalm 22 -- The Messianic Savior’s Cross:  Psalms 22  is one of the three most intense Messianic 
chapters in the Old Testament (see also Genesis 22 and Isaiah 53).  In this passage, 1000 years before 
the cross, the Lord gives us the very words Jesus would speak from the cross, the very words the 
soldiers would speak on the scene, and the very things that would happen to Christ including His 
stripping, piercing, thirst, exposure, insults, humiliation, and death.  (Our past) 
Psalm 23 -- The Messianic Shepherd:   Notice that almost all the verbs in The 23rd Psalm are in the 
present tense.  This is a Psalm for today:  He makes me, He leads me, He restores, He guides, He is 
with me, He comforts me, He prepares a table for me, He anoints; my cup overflows. (Our present) 
Psalm 24 -- The Messianic King of Kings:  A three-part poem that focuses on the greatness of the 
creator (v. 1-2); the privilege of coming into God presence to worship (v. 3-6); and the nearing day 
when the King will come to claim His Kingdom (v. 7-10).  (Prophecy of the future) 

Psalm 22 
Man feeling rejected/forsaken:   Psalm 22:1-5   My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? 

Why art thou so far from helping me, and from the words of my roaring? O my God, I cry in the 
daytime, but thou hearest not; And in the night season, and am not silent. But thou art holy, O thou 



that inhabitest the praises of Israel. Our fathers trusted in thee: They trusted, and thou didst deliver 
them. They cried unto thee, and were delivered: They trusted in thee, and were not confounded.  
● Man feeling rejected/in despair/forsaken -- events leading to this Psalm are unknown 

● But, recognition of a Holy God;  Remembrance of past deliverances and a confidence leading to 

“trust” 
● Chicken or egg:  Prophecy of words to be spoken or words spoken that lead to  

Prophecy of rejection of believers/followers:   Psalm 22:6-13   But I am a worm, and no man; 
A reproach of men, and despised of the people. All they that see me laugh me to scorn: They shoot 
out the lip, they shake the head, saying, He trusted on the LORD that he would deliver him: Let him 
deliver him, seeing he delighted in him. But thou art he that took me out of the womb: Thou didst 
make me hope when I was upon my mother’s breasts. I was cast upon thee from the womb: Thou art 
my God from my mother’s belly. Be not far from me; for trouble is near; For there is none to help. 
Many bulls have compassed me: Strong bulls of Bashan have beset me round. They gaped upon me 
with their mouths, As a ravening and a roaring lion.  

● Mocked -- But, he trusted from the beginning; trusted in deliverance; made to hope; “Thou art 

my God” -- In the face of trouble, none will help -- But 
● Fulfillment:   Matthew 27:39-43   And they that passed by reviled him, wagging their heads, 

And saying, Thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest it in three days, save thyself. If thou 
be the Son of God, come down from the cross. Likewise also the chief priests mocking him, 
with the scribes and elders, said, He saved others; himself he cannot save. If he be the King of 
Israel, let him now come down from the cross, and we will believe him. He trusted in God; let 
him deliver him now, if he will have him: for he said, I am the Son of God.  

Agony of the cross:   Psalm 22:14-18   I am poured out like water, And all my bones are out of 

joint: My heart is like wax; It is melted in the midst of my bowels. My strength is dried up like a 
potsherd; And my tongue cleaveth to my jaws; And thou hast brought me into the dust of death. For 
dogs have compassed me: The assembly of the wicked have inclosed me: They pierced my hands 
and my feet. I may tell all my bones: They look and stare upon me. They part my garments among 
them, And cast lots upon my vesture.  
● Prophecy of cross hundreds of years before;  Prophecy of crucifixion 1000 years before 
● Direct fulfillment:   Matthew 27:35   And they crucified him, and parted his garments, casting 

lots: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, They parted my garments 
among them, and upon my vesture did they cast lots.  (Also John 19:24 noted above) 

But -- Prayer for deliverance:   Psalm 22: 19-21   But be not thou far from me, O LORD: O my 

strength, haste thee to help me. Deliver my soul from the sword; My darling from the power of the 
dog. Save me from the lion’s mouth: For thou hast heard me from the horns of the unicorns. 
● Immediate deliverance -- no:  Deliverance through hope and resurrection 
● Prayer heard -- yes;  Pray answered -- yes 

Resurrection -- Thanksgiving and confidence:   Psalm 22:22-31    I  will declare thy name unto 

my brethren: In the midst of the congregation will I praise thee. Ye that fear the LORD, praise him; 
All ye the seed of Jacob, glorify him; And fear him, all ye the seed of Israel. For he hath not despised 
nor abhorred the affliction of the afflicted; Neither hath he hid his face from him; But when he cried 
unto him, he heard. My praise shall be of thee in the great congregation: I will pay my vows before 
them that fear him. The meek shall eat and be satisfied: They shall praise the LORD that seek him: 
Your heart shall live for ever. All the ends of the world shall remember and turn unto the LORD: And 
all the kindreds of the nations shall worship before thee. For the kingdom is the LORD’s: And he is 
the governor among the nations. All they that be fat upon earth shall eat and worship: All they that 
go down to the dust shall bow before him: And none can keep alive his own soul. A seed shall serve 
him; It shall be accounted to the Lord for a generation. They shall come, and shall declare his 
righteousness Unto a people that shall be born, that he hath done this.  



● Thanksgiving:  Jesus said “It is finished” -- David said “he hath done this” 
● Confidence:  “For he hath not despised nor abhorred the affliction of the afflicted; Neither 

hath he hid his face from him; But when he cried unto him, he heard” 

But -- God did not reject/abandon/forsake -- Jesus & me fulfilled God’s plan 
 


