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We are studying through our church covenant, which includes this phrase in the third 
paragraph: “We also agree, with God’s assistance to pray in our families17”, which only hints at 
the necessity of families to the church. There are four governments (or spheres) given authority 
and power by God for the rule and operation of human society: 1. The individual (self). 2. The 
family. 3. The church. 4. The state. Each government is limited (hence, the idea of spheres) and 
each is dependent upon the operation of the others (like overlapping spheres) according to 
God’s law, else things begin to fall apart in human societies. Unless God is over all, and the 
governments do not usurp one another, things go south rather quickly.  
 
To understand family, we must understand sex and marriage, so we will begin with the 
beginning and then delve into the specifics of family government. 

 
Genesis 1:26-28 26 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: 
and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the 
cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. 27 So 
God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and 
female created he them. 28 And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and 
multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, 
and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth. 
 

Male and female (one of each sex) is the basis of all human society. It is the starting point and it 
is the continuing point. The mandate given by God to the first male and female image-bearers 
was dominion, and fruitfulness, and multiplication, and replenishment, and subduing; and it is 
the same mandate given to male and female image-bearers today. But sex, male and female, is 
not the only necessity for carrying out the mandate. 

 
Genesis 2:21-25 21 And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: 
and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof; 22 And the rib, which the 
LORD God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man. 23 And Adam 
said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, 
because she was taken out of Man. 24 Therefore shall a man leave his father and his 
mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh. 25 And they were 
both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed. 
 
Genesis 4:1-2 1 And Adam knew Eve his wife; and she conceived, and bare Cain, and 
said, I have gotten a man from the LORD. 2 And she again bare his brother Abel. And Abel was a 
keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground. 
 

Along with sex came relationship. Sex, both in the sense of male and female and in the sense of 
the procreative act, was intended to be expressed and enjoyed in the context of relationship. 
God, plus male (man), plus female (woman), equals family (relatives). A marriage between God, 
man, and woman then becomes the vehicle of production to fulfill God’s mandate for humanity.  
 

Genesis 5:1-2 1 This is the book of the generations of Adam. In the day that God created man, 
in the likeness of God made he him; 2 Male and female created he them; and blessed 
them, and called their name Adam, in the day when they were created. 

 
Marriage and family do not deny the individuality of the family members. But the relationship of 
husband to wife and wife to husband and parents to children constrains that individuality to 
implement the power and authority of family government to fulfill God’s mandate. When human 
society prioritizes the freedom of the individual over the responsibility of the individual to 
family, human society breaks down. Individuals make families and families make the church. 
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As we begin to develop this idea of family government and its importance in and to the church, 
we use Peter’s first epistle as a reference, starting with wives. 
 
1 Peter 3:1-6 1 Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands; that, if any obey not the word, 
they also may without the word be won by the conversation of the wives; 2 While they behold your chaste 
conversation coupled with fear. 3 Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, 
and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; 4 But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that 
which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of 
great price. 5 For after this manner in the old time the holy women also, who trusted in God, adorned 
themselves, being in subjection unto their own husbands: 6 Even as Sara obeyed Abraham, calling him 
lord: whose daughters ye are , as long as ye do well , and are not afraid with any amazement. 
 
1a Likewise... 
 

1 Peter 2:21-23 21 For even hereunto were ye called : because Christ also suffered for us, 
leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps: 22 Who did no sin, neither was guile 
found in his mouth: 23 Who, when he was reviled , reviled not again ; when he suffered , he 
threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously:  

 
1b Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands... 
 
Following in Jesus’s steps, do not sin against, do not be deceitful to, do not abuse, suffer, do not 
threaten your husbands. Subjection is obedience. Note that Peter says “to your own husbands”. 
Wives are not to be subject to other men. This is a key aspect of family government and one that 
is often ignored. What happens when a wife is subject to other men? Is God’s order best, or is 
the order that modern society has instilled in families best? 
 

1 Corinthians 11:3 But I would have you know , that the head of every man is Christ; and 
the head of the woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God.  

 
John Gill on 1 Corinthians 11:3: “The man is first in order in being, was first formed, and the woman 
out of him, who was made for him, and not he for the woman, and therefore must be head and chief; as he 
is also with respect to his superior gifts and excellencies, as strength of body, and endowments of mind, 
whence the woman is called the weaker vessel; likewise with regard to pre-eminence or government, the 
man is the head; and as Christ is the head of the church, and the church is subject to him, so the husband 
is the head of the wife, and she is to be subject to him in everything natural, civil, and religious. Moreover, 
the man is the head of the woman to provide and care for her, to nourish and cherish her, and to protect 
and defend her against all insults and injuries.” 
 

Ephesians 5:21-24 21 Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God. 22 Wives, 
submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord. 23 For the husband is 
the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body. 
24 Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own 
husbands in every thing. 

 
Colossians 3:18 Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as it is fit in 
the Lord. 

 
1 Corinthians 7:34 There is difference also between a wife and a virgin. The unmarried 
woman careth for the things of the Lord, that she may be holy both in body and in spirit: but she 
that is married careth for the things of the world, how she may please her husband. 
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The subjection (obedience) of wives to their own husbands is like unto the subjection of the 
church to Christ. It is a willing and loving subjection, knowing that Christ is the head and savior 
of the body. So, a wife should be confident that her husband is her leader and protector. 
Husbands take note. You are next. You have even greater responsibility to your wife and 
children. 
 
1c-2 Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands that, if any obey not the 
word, they also may without the word be won by the conversation of the wives; 
While they behold your chaste conversation coupled with fear.  
 

1 Corinthians 7:10-15 10 And unto the married I command , yet not I, but the Lord, Let not 
the wife depart from her husband: 11 But and if she depart , let her remain unmarried, or be 
reconciled to her husband: and let not the husband put away his wife. 12 But to the rest speak I, 
not the Lord: If any brother hath a wife that believeth not, and she be pleased to dwell with him, 
let him not put her away . 13 And the woman which hath an husband that believeth not, and if he 
be pleased to dwell with her, let her not leave him. 14 For the unbelieving husband is sanctified 
by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband: else were your children 
unclean; but now are they holy. 15 But if the unbelieving depart , let him depart . A brother or a 
sister is not under bondage in such cases: but God hath called us to peace. 16 For what knowest 
thou , O wife, whether thou shalt save thy husband? or how knowest thou , O man, whether thou 
shalt save thy wife?  

 
The gospel is preached not only by the word but also by the action of those who believe. A 
“chaste conversation coupled with fear” is a great testimony.  
 

Philippians 1:27-28 Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: 
that whether I come and see you, or else be absent , I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast 
in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel; 28 And in 
nothing terrified by your adversaries: which is to them an evident token of perdition, but to 
you of salvation, and that of God. 

 
In other words, the wife preaches the gospel of Jesus Christ to her husband and her children 
when she boldly fulfills the role where God has set her in family government. But how does a 
wife learn to do that? 
 

Titus 2:3-5 3 The aged women likewise, that they be in behaviour as becometh holiness, not 
false accusers, not given to much wine, teachers of good things; 4 That they may teach the young 
women to be sober , to love their husbands, to love their children, 5 To be discreet, 
chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God be 
not blasphemed .  

 
This pattern of “the aged women” teaching “the young women” to be wives and mothers, to be 
effective gospel ministers in their families, has largely been broken in our current society and 
the effects of its brokenness can be seen everywhere. 
 
Alastair Begg: “Ladies, [motherhood] is a full-time job. Do not kid yourself that you can be a 
dental receptionist and a mother; that you can be a typist and a mom; that you can be a Vice 
President and a mom. One of the two things will win. Now look at your Bible and ask what you 
have to do.” 
 
When a wife learns to be a wife and lives according to God’s plan for family government, a 
husband trusts in her, strengthening the marriage bond and thus the family and church. 
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Proverbs 31:10-12 10 Who can find a virtuous woman? for her price is far above rubies. 11 
The heart of her husband doth safely trust in her, so that he shall have no need of spoil. 12 
She will do him good and not evil all the days of her life.  

 
Peter tells us that the trust that is built and the good that is done is like an adornment (a 
beautiful ornament or decoration) upon the wife, and therefore her husband and her family. 
 
3-4 Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of 
wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; But let it be the hidden man of the 
heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet 
spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price.  
 
Peter does not mean that there is no visible outward sign of  “a meek and quiet spirit”, nor is he 
saying that women ought to set outward beautification aside, but rather that outward beauty 
proceeds from inward holiness.  
 

Psalm 45:13-14 13 The king's daughter is all glorious within: her clothing is of wrought 
gold. 14 She shall be brought unto the king in raiment of needlework: the virgins her companions 
that follow her shall be brought unto thee.  

 
Proverbs 31:17 She girdeth her loins with strength, and strengtheneth her arms. 

 
Proverbs 31:22 She maketh herself coverings of tapestry; her clothing is silk and purple. 

 
Proverbs 31:25 Strength and honour are her clothing; and she shall rejoice in time to 
come. 

 
Ezekiel 16:10-14 10 I clothed thee also with broidered work, and shod thee with badgers' 
skin, and I girded thee about with fine linen, and I covered thee with silk. 11 I decked thee 
also with ornaments, and I put bracelets upon thy hands, and a chain on thy neck. 12 And I put a 
jewel on thy forehead, and earrings in thine ears, and a beautiful crown upon thine head. 13 Thus 
wast thou decked with gold and silver; and thy raiment was of fine linen, and silk, and broidered 
work; thou didst eat fine flour, and honey, and oil: and thou wast exceeding beautiful , and 
thou didst prosper into a kingdom. 14 And thy renown went forth among the heathen for thy 
beauty: for it was perfect through my comeliness, which I had put upon thee, saith 
the Lord GOD. 

 
5-6a For after this manner in the old time the holy women also, who trusted in 
God, adorned themselves, being in subjection unto their own husbands: 6a Even as 
Sara obeyed Abraham, calling him lord:  
 

Genesis 11:29a And Abram and Nahor took them wives: the name of Abram's wife 
was Sarai;  

 
Genesis 12:1-5 1 Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from 
thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee: 2 And I will make of 
thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great ; and thou shalt be a blessing: 
3 And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all 
families of the earth be blessed . 4 So Abram departed , as the LORD had spoken unto him; and 
Lot went with him: and Abram was seventy and five years old when he departed out of Haran. 5 
And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother's son, and all their substance that they 
had gathered , and the souls that they had gotten in Haran; and they went forth to go into the land 
of Canaan; and into the land of Canaan they came . 
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6b Even as Sara obeyed Abraham, calling him lord: whose daughters ye are, as long as ye 
do well, and are not afraid with any amazement. 
 
We do not find Abram without Sarai. The history of God’s covenant is both Abraham’s (Abram’s) 
and Sarah’s story. It is a story of faith and obedience and the promises of God fulfilled in a 
family. 
 

Hebrews 11:8-12 8 By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he 
should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed ; and he went out , not knowing whither he went . 
9 By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles 
with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise: 10 For he looked for a city which 
hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God. 11 Through faith also Sara herself 
received strength to conceive seed, and was delivered of a child when she was past 
age, because she judged him faithful who had promised . 12 Therefore sprang there even 
of one, and him as good as dead , so many as the stars of the sky in multitude, and as the sand 
which is by the sea shore innumerable.  

 
God created male and female. Man and woman with God constitute a marriage. Marriage forms 
family. Family forms society. Families are where God’s mandate to take dominion, and to be 
fruitful, and to multiply, and to replenish, and to subdue takes form and substance. Women, as 
wives and mothers, are vital to fulfillment of the mandate and without them it would be 
impossible. In the next weeks, we will consider husbands and children in family government. 


