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And Saul approved of his execution. 
 
And there arose on that day a great persecution against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all 
scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. Devout men buried Stephen 
and made great lamentation over him. But Saul was ravaging the church, and entering house after 
house, he dragged off men and women and committed them to prison. - Acts 8:1-3, ESV 

 
No one likes being persecuted. No one likes being picked on, bullied, abused, targeted, mocked or 

intimidated unfairly. We also don't generally like seeing other people persecuted for who they are or 

what they believe. The persecution of a group of people is ugly and unjust. Yet God calls His people to 

suffer persecution, and God has repeatedly used persecution to strengthen His church and advance 

the Gospel in the world. 

 
As we come to these opening verses in Acts 8, we need to know first that this is not just something 

that happened to the early church as a rare and unexpected occurrence. Jesus told His followers:  

 

"If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the 
world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, 
therefore the world hates you. Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his 
master.’ If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you."  - John 15:18-20, ESV 

 

Christians should expect persecution. We should not seek it or provoke it, but neither should we fear 

it or ever compromise our faith and testimony to avoid it. 

 
Secondly, we need to know that God powerfully uses persecution to strengthen His church. Our faith 

is like gold, in that it is purified by fire. (1 Peter 1:7)  Yes, we may sometimes crack under the pressure 

of persecution, and we may even give in to the temptation to compromise our testimony, but God uses 

even these moments of weakness to expose our need and draw us back to Christ in repentance and 

faith.  
 

Third, God uses persecution to advance the Gospel and grow His kingdom in the world. In the case of 

the early church, it took persecution to drive the church beyond the narrow confines of Jerusalem and 

out into the wider world. The rest of the book of Acts will document this spread.  

 

Finally, we never know what God will do in the hearts and minds of those who persecute Christians. 
Here we see the violence and determination of a young man named Saul. He is fiercely opposed to 

Christ, but this is not the end of his story. God will save him and use him in powerful ways, as we will 

see in our continued study of this book.  

 

Heavenly Father, let us never fear but always be prepared for persecution, however it may come. Give us 
the grace to speak the truth about Christ in love to our neighbors, friends, family members and co-
workers. Bless Your church around the world and advance Your Gospel through our witness to the ends 
of the earth. In Jesus' name, Amen. 
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