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Wednesday Bible Education
Biblical Theology
Lesson 7: Joshua

R

Questions from last week’s lesson:

What is in the book of Deuteronomy?1. 

How does Deuteronomy help us today?2. 

Answers:

Deuteronomy is primarily speeches by Moses to the second generation of Israel where 1. 
he rehearses the law covenant. He explains various laws to Israel for how to live in the 
land of promise as Yahweh’s covenant people. The book also includes enumeration of 
covenant curses and blessings on the people according to how they keep the covenant. 
The book ends with Moses viewing the land of Canaan, Joshua being commissioned 
as the new leader to begin the conquest, and Moses’ death. Deuteronomy is about the 
one, true God, who made Heaven and earth, and who chose Israel to be his own special 
people and gave them  a land to be possessed, revealing himself through his law and 
covenant and his sovereign acts in history to ful ill the promises he made to their fathers 
to bring them to the land and to bless the nations through them.

Understanding Deuteronomy helps us see the unconditional election and love of God. 2. 
The book points us away form idolatry and making images of God. If we want to see 
what God looks like, we don’t look to wood, stone, or gold, but rather we are to look to 
his law. Deuteronomy helps us see that our hearts are depraved just like Israel’s hearts 
were and that we rebel just like they did. The answer is the same for us: we must receive 
a new heart given us by God. Deuteronomy also gives us hope today as we consider God 
foretelling Israel’s rebellion and their being scattered from the land and God’s promise 
to gather and restore them. We can rejoice knowing the prophet greater than Moses did 
rise up—Jesus Christ who kept God’s covenant perfectly and took on himself the curses 
of disobedience in order to bring the blessings of the covenant upon all who repent of 
their sin and believe in him.

I

What is the book of Joshua about? Joshua recounts the history of the conquest of 
Canaan. Joshua leads the second generation of Isrealites into the promised land. 
The book has a number of familiar accounts—Rahab and the spies, the battle 
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of Jericho, sin in the camp and the death of Achan. The book tells of the deception by the 
Gibeonites and how they remained in the land. Joshua tells of the battle with ten kings at 
Gibeon and the sun standing still to give Joshua the victory. The book also recounts the di-
viding of the land, the renewal of the covenant, and the death of Joshua. The book of Joshua 
is about God glorifying himself through bringing judgment on the idolatrous nations of 
Canaan and faithfully ful illing his promises to Israel. God is especially revealed as the God 
who ights for his people and brings them rest.

This lesson looks at the whole book of Joshua. We will consider the contents of the book, 
along with major themes and practical applications to modern readers. We will focus on 
what the book reveals about Christ and his kingdom and how it its into the Bible’s main 
story.

O

Joshua is the irst book of the historical books in the Old Testament. There are twelve his-
torical books, beginning with Joshua and going through Esther. Joshua begins where Deu-
teronomy ended with Israel in the plains of Moab, set to enter Canaan. The book is mostly 
historical narrative, telling what happened with Israel. 

The people of Israel crossed the Jordan River and began the conquest with the city of Jer-
icho. The conquest begins in an unusual way as they marched around the city once a day for 
six days. On the seventh day, they marched around the city seven times and the priests blew 
trumpets and the people shouted. The walls of the city then fell down and they entered and 
capture the city. Rahab and all her house were saved because the promise the spies made to 
her. 

Fresh from the victory at Jericho, Israel fails to take the small city of Ai, because sin is in the 
camp. Achan took some gold, silver, and clothes from Jericho and hid them in his tent. Achan 
is ultimately found out and confesses his sin before the people. He and his family are stoned 
by the people of Israel in the valley of Achor and their bodies are burned. After putting 
away sin from among them, they are able to take Ai and continue the conquest.

Joshua took Israel on a long northward march to the mountains of Gerizim and Ebal for a 
covenant renewal. After this, they return south to Canaan to continue the conquest. They 
conquered from North to South, though they didn’t completely drive out all the nations.

The second half of the book recounts how the land of Canaan was divided up among the 
tribes of Israel. The book ends similarly to Deuteronomy with a rehearsal of Israel’s history, 
covenant renewal, and the death of the leader, Joshua. 

A brief outline of Joshua:

Chapters 1-5 — Israel enters the land1. 
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Chapters 6-12 — Israel battles the nations for possession of the land2. 

Chapters 13-21 — The land is divided among the tribes3. 

Chapters 22-24 — Israel is admonished and prepared to live in the land and pass on 4. 
their inheritance to future generations

I

The form of Joshua is primarily historical narrative in relating events, but it also contains 
theological commentary giving explanation for why these events happened. A major theme 
in these events is God’s faithfulness to ful ill his promises (Joshua 21:43-45; 23:14), par-
ticularly his promises to Abraham (Genesis 13:15) and Moses (Exodus 3:8). The theme is 
evident in events such as the memorial at Gilgal after crossing the Jordan River (Joshua 
4:17-24). God has worked that Israel might fear the Lord and that all the earth might know 
the hand of the Lord (Joshua 3:11, 13; 7:9). Though it may seem incidental, this theme runs 
through the account of the burial of Joseph’s bones (Joshua 24:32; Genesis 50:24-26).

The ful illment of promises in Joshua is a foretaste of ultimate ful illment. Obedience meant 
they would stay in the land (Joshua 23:1-11) and disobedience meant they would be scat-
tered from off  the land (Joshua 23:12-16). Their failure of disobedience was foretold along 
with their scattering and future restoration before they even entered the land (Deuterono-
my 30:1-10).

The book of Joshua makes clear that God is ighting for his people and his presence is why 
they gained victory. This theme in Joshua begins with the pre-incarnate appearance of Jesus 
in Joshua 5:13-15. The unusual, and unlikely, victory over Jericho continues the theme. Even 
in their defeats, this theme is made apparent, as in their defeat at Ai. God’s presence as the 
victory for Israel was also illustrated in the battle with the ten kings, when the sun stood 
still to ensure the victory.

Joshua has no speci ic messianic prophecies, but it does contribute to the expectation of the 
Messiah and his kingdom. The book ends with some Canaanites still in the land, Joshua’s 
death, and no leader commissioned to replace him and drive out all their enemies. That un-
resolved tension calls for the messianic expectation of a leader who would defeat and drive 
out all their enemies and keep them in obedience so they would dwell in the land forever. 

Aside from the unstated expectation, Joshua has repeated references to the land. The land 
is the place of blessing and the place of God’s rule, his kingdom. The land was their pos-
session because of God’s covenant with Abraham (Genesis 12:7; 13:14-17; 15:18; 17:7-8; 
24:7), which he af irmed to Isaac (Genesis 26:3-4) and to Jacob (Genesis 28:4, 13; 35:12; 
48:4). Joshua and Israel failed to fully drive out their enemies (Joshua 23:11-13) and this 
foreshadows their scattering and the need for the King to establish his kingdom in the 
land as an everlasting kingdom through the new covenant (Jeremiah 23:5; 30:3; 31:31-40; 
32:36-44; 33:14-16; Ezekiel 37:15-28). Only the coming King will reign in righteousness 
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and secure everlasting peace and possession for the descendants of Abraham and the Gen-
tiles who turn to him in faith.

A

How does the book of Joshua apply to readers today? We can take the charge to Joshua 
in Joshua 1:1-9 and be personally exhorted to have courage and to trust in God. From the 
book, we ind this means to walk in his ways and honor him. Though we are not Israel 
today, we do receive blessings in Christ’s kingdom according to his promises to Abraham 
(Luke 13:28-30). Israel is set aside for a time and we are grafted in. They will be regathered 
and restored and we will be with them in the kingdom of Christ, so we certainly have inter-
est in the faithfulness of God to his promises to Israel.

The battle of Jericho encourages us to keep God’s word no matter how odd it may seem. 
God’s word is out of step with conventional worldly wisdom and might even seem strange 
at times to believers. Nevertheless, we are to follow and keep his word always.

Understanding Joshua helps us to God is in control over history to accomplish his purpose. 
He employs the means of men and nations, but he is not limited by them. Even when men 
fail, God’s purpose succeeds.

C

Joshua recounts the history of the conquest of Canaan and God’s judgment on the Canaan-
ite nations served as a reminder to Israel to keep his covenant lest his judgment falls upon 
them. Men fall short, but God remains faithful.
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A  T  S

This series is a study in biblical theology going book by book through the entire Bible. Each 
lesson typically covers one book of the Bible, though occasionally covers more than one 
book when the books are short. This PDF is provided for personal study, small group study, 
or use in a church class. Unless otherwise noted, all lessons have been prepared by Jeff  
Short, the pastor of Harmony Baptist Church.
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3012 W Delmar Ave

Godfrey, IL 62035

618-466-2631

Harmonybaptist3014@gmail.com

www.hbcgodfrey.com
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