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God’s plan for growing Christians and His Church cannot happen in isolation. 

I. Paul tenderly encourages his son in the faith to continue to grow stronger by God’s 

grace. (v. 11) 

I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered me trustworthy, 

appointing me to his service. Even though I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a 
violent man, I was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and unbelief. The grace of our 

Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.  
Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to 

save sinners—of whom I am the worst. But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in 
me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his immense patience as an example for 

those who would believe in him and receive eternal life. Now to the King eternal, immortal, 
invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen. (1 Timothy 1:12-17) 
 

Saul spent several days with the disciples in Damascus. At once he began to preach in the 
synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God. All those who heard him were astonished and asked, 

“Isn’t he the man who raised havoc in Jerusalem among those who call on this name? And 
hasn’t he come here to take them as prisoners to the chief priests?” Yet Saul grew more and 

more powerful and baffled the Jews living in Damascus by proving that Jesus is the Messiah. 
After many days had gone by, there was a conspiracy among the Jews to kill him… (Acts 

9:19b-23) 
 

I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of 
being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or 

in want. I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. (Philippians 4:12-13) 
 
But [the Lord] said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 

weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s 
power may rest on me. (2 Corinthians 12:9) 

 
“Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the 

vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. If 
you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” 

(John 15:4-5) 
 

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of God, so that you 
can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, 

but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against 



the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. Therefore put on the full armor of God, so 
that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done 

everything, to stand. Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the 
breastplate of righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes 

from the gospel of peace. In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can 
extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of 

the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, 

be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people. Pray also for me, that whenever I 
speak, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, 

for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should.  
(Ephesians 6:10-20) 

 
II. Paul’s message remained consistent throughout His life. (v. 2a) 

“I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that they may 

have the full measure of my joy within them. I have given them your word and the world has 
hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world. My prayer is not that 

you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. They are not of the 
world, even as I am not of it. Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into 

the world, I have sent them into the world. For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be 
truly sanctified. “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me 
through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in 

you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. I have given 
them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one— I in them and you in 

me—so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me 
and have loved them even as you have loved me. (John 17:13-23) 

 
On the first day of the week we came together to break bread. Paul spoke to the people and, 

because he intended to leave the next day, kept on talking until midnight. There were many 
lamps in the upstairs room where we were meeting. Seated in a window was a young man 

named Eutychus, who was sinking into a deep sleep as Paul talked on and on. When he was 
sound asleep, he fell to the ground from the third story and was picked up dead. Paul went 

down, threw himself on the young man and put his arms around him. “Don’t be alarmed,” he 
said. “He’s alive!” Then he went upstairs again and broke bread and ate. After talking until 

daylight, he left. The people took the young man home alive and were greatly comforted. (Acts 
20:7-12) 
 

“So then, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the vision from heaven. First to those in 
Damascus, then to those in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and then to the Gentiles, I preached that 

they should repent and turn to God and demonstrate their repentance by their deeds. That is why 
some Jews seized me in the temple courts and tried to kill me. But God has helped me to this 

very day; so I stand here and testify to small and great alike. I am saying nothing beyond what 
the prophets and Moses said would happen— that the Messiah would suffer and, as the first to 

rise from the dead, would bring the message of light to his own people and to the Gentiles.” 



At this point Festus interrupted Paul’s defense. “You are out of your mind, Paul!” he shouted. 
“Your great learning is driving you insane.” 

“I am not insane, most excellent Festus,” Paul replied. “What I am saying is true and 
reasonable. The king is familiar with these things, and I can speak freely to him. I am convinced 

that none of this has escaped his notice, because it was not done in a corner. King Agrippa, do 
you believe the prophets? I know you do.” 

Then Agrippa said to Paul, “Do you think that in such a short time you can persuade me to be a 
Christian?” 

Paul replied, “Short time or long—I pray to God that not only you but all who are listening to 
me today may become what I am, except for these chains.” (Acts 26:19-29) 

 
And so it was with me, brothers and sisters. When I came to you, I did not come with eloquence 

or human wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God. For I resolved to know 
nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. I came to you in weakness 

with great fear and trembling. My message and my preaching were not with wise and 
persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power, so that your faith might not 
rest on human wisdom, but on God’s power. (1 Corinthians 2:1-5) 

 

Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you 

received and on which you have taken your stand. By this gospel you are saved, if you hold 
firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain.  

For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to 

the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve. After that, he appeared 
to more than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same time, most of whom are still 

living, though some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and 
last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born. 
For I am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an apostle, because I 

persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was 
not without effect. No, I worked harder than all of them—yet not I, but the grace of God that 

was with me. Whether, then, it is I or they, this is what we preach, and this is what you 
believed. (1 Corinthians 15:1-11) 
 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! 

All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s 

sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore 
Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on 

Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in 
him we might become the righteousness of God. (2 Corinthians 5:17-21) 
 

III. God’s design is that ministry be multiplied by teachers training others to teach. (v. 

2b) 

Entrust (Gr. par-at-ith'-ay-mee): Place before as food or truth, so to commit to another’s trust. 



 
Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” When he had 

said this, he breathed his last. (Luke 23:46) 
 

So then, those who suffer according to God’s will should commit themselves to their faithful 
Creator and continue to do good. (1 Peter 4:19) 

 
They preached the gospel in [Derbe] and won a large number of disciples. Then they returned to 

Lystra, Iconium and Antioch, strengthening the disciples and encouraging them to remain true 
to the faith. “We must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God,” they said.  Paul 

and Barnabas appointed elders for them in each church and, with prayer and fasting, committed 
them to the Lord, in whom they had put their trust. (Acts 14:21-23) 

 
For I have not hesitated to proclaim to you the whole will of God. Keep watch over yourselves 

and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church 
of God, which he bought with his own blood.  I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come 
in among you and will not spare the flock. Even from your own number men will arise and 

distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after them. So be on your guard! Remember 
that for three years I never stopped warning each of you night and day with tears.  

“Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and give you 
an inheritance among all those who are sanctified. (Acts 20:27-32) 

 
He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that he can encourage 

others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it. (Titus 1:9) 
 

Not many of you should become teachers, my fellow believers, because you know that we who 
teach will be judged more strictly. (James 3:1) 

 
We have much to say about this, but it is hard to make it clear to you because you no longer try 
to understand. In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach 

you the elementary truths of God’s word all over again. You need milk, not solid food! Anyone 
who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about righteousness.  

But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish 
good from evil. (Hebrews 5:11-14) 

 
My people, hear my teaching; 

    listen to the words of my mouth. 
I will open my mouth with a parable; 

    I will utter hidden things, things from of old— 
things we have heard and known, 

    things our ancestors have told us. 
We will not hide them from their descendants; 

    we will tell the next generation 
the praiseworthy deeds of the LORD, 



    his power, and the wonders he has done. 
He decreed statutes for Jacob 

    and established the law in Israel, 
which he commanded our ancestors 

    to teach their children, 
so the next generation would know them, 

    even the children yet to be born, 
    and they in turn would tell their children. 

Then they would put their trust in God 
    and would not forget his deeds 

    but would keep his commands. 
They would not be like their ancestors— 

    a stubborn and rebellious generation, 
whose hearts were not loyal to God, 

    whose spirits were not faithful to him. (Psalm 78:1-8) 
 
I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. (John 13:15) 

 
Join together in following my example, brothers and sisters, and just as you have us as a model, 

keep your eyes on those who live as we do. (Philippians 3:17) 
 

Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers 
in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity. (1 Timothy 4:12) 

 
You, however, must teach what is appropriate to sound doctrine. Teach the older men to be 

temperate, worthy of respect, self-controlled, and sound in faith, in love and in endurance… 
Similarly, encourage the young men to be self-controlled. In everything set them an example by 

doing what is good. In your teaching show integrity, seriousness and soundness of speech that 
cannot be condemned, so that those who oppose you may be ashamed because they have 
nothing bad to say about us. (Titus 2:1-2, 6-8) 

 
Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ. (1 Corinthians 11:1) 


