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John 17:1-21 

 

I want you to imagine that you have just been dropped by parachute into an area of the world that is hostile to 

your homeland.  Your citizenship papers mean nothing to them, infact it can be dangerous for you for others to 

know where you are from.  You are on an undercover mission without a passport, without papers and so you 

can not leave the country.  You are there for the rest of your life working in behalf of your home.  You 

volunteered for this mission because you believe in the cause.    But it can be dangerous. 

 

Because of the hostility of this land to who you are, being alone is a problem. Being inexperienced is a problem.  

But here is some good news.  Your headquarters knows where you are at all times.  You have means of 

undetectable communication with headquarters so you are not completely alone.  What’s more there are others 

like you who are nearby that you will be joining.     

 

You may wonder “what is the mission?”  Well it’s going to sound sort of crazy.  You are there to persuade 

individuals to relinquish their citizenship and become a citizen with you of your homeland.  And the benefits of 

the new citizenship won’t come to full fruition until they die.   

 

I want you to turn in your Bibles to John 17.  It is known as the high-priestly prayer of Jesus.  And in it we see 

Jesus praying for his disciples and for future disciples who were about to be in a situation much like I just 

described.  Before I read the text though let me describe a little of the context of this text. 

 

1) This is the night before Jesus was crucified. 

2) He has just given his final teachings to the disciples & warned them of disturbing things to come. 

a. His arrest and death 

b. A rising tide of persecution against anyone associated with himself 

c. Their spiritual enemies tactics to divide them 

3) He has encouraged them to stick together, serve one another, love one another, abide in Him and his word 

4) He has told them about the Holy Spirit was coming to them and would be their “parakletos” from heaven.  

Their comforter, power source, and the convicter who would be the silent evangelist along side them as they 

preached the Gospel and persuaded others to join them. 

 

But here in John 17 Jesus turns his eyes from his little flock heavenward toward the father and he prays for 

them.  They have finished the Passover meal and have headed to the Garden of Gethsemene.  Luke’s gospel 

tells us that his struggle in prayer was so intense that his sweat was like great drops of blood.  We know he 

prayed through the struggle of what he himself was about to face.  But here in John we learn that part of that 

great struggle of prayer was over the well-being of his disciples.   

 

But not their physical well-being.  It was their spiritual-well being that concerned him most.  He was leaving in 

their hands his mission, what he came for and what he was about to die for, but not their hands alone, thank 

God.  The Holy Spirit was coming to be to them what Jesus had been: God’s power and presence. 

 

While I read, here are some things to look out for.  Notice who is on the heart of Jesus (Disciples kept from and 

kept in, kept together ). Notice who or what is a threat to those on the heart of Jesus (world 18 times).  Notice 

what the ultimate aim of Jesus’ prayer is (the world believing v. 21.) 

 

Now one has to ask what is the purpose of us having this prayer?  Why do the future disciples of Jesus need to 

know what Jesus prayed for us about?  We can see that Jesus is wrestling in prayer for us because he knows that 

we will be in a world that is hostile to our relationship with Him, hostile toward are relationship with each other,  



and hostile toward our mission.  As believers in Christ we are in a world that is hostile toward everything we are 

about.  We are here to change the world but there is a real danger in the world changing us.  So he prays. 

 

Well the best I can figure is that God wants us to learn something from the things Jesus prayed.   We can take 

our cues from this prayer what is vital for us to in order to have spiritual victory in a spiritually hostile world.  I 

think it is safe to say that our Lord Jesus’ chief concerns ought to be our chief concerns.   

 

John 15:18-21 (NASB)   "If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you. 19"If you 

were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of 

the world, therefore the world hates you. 20"Remember the word that I said to you, 'A slave is not greater than 

his master.' If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if they kept My word, they will keep yours also. 
21"But all these things they will do to you for My name's sake, because they do not know the One who sent Me.  

 

Now if a person were to take his cues from Jesus’ prayer as to how to remain effective in this culture what 

would we do?   

 

Cue 1: Stay close to Jesus  

 

Jesus prayed: John 17:11-12 (NASB)  "And I am no more in the world; and yet they themselves are in the 

world, and I come to You. Holy Father, keep them in Your name, the name which You hast given Me, that they 

may be one, even as We are. 12"While I was with them, I was keeping them in Your name which You have 

given Me; and I guarded them, and not one of them perished but the son of perdition, that the Scripture might be 

fulfilled.  

 

Jesus prayed for the keeping of his men in His name.  There was only one which he was not able to keep but 

that was because Judas was foreordained to betrayal.  John here is giving emphasis, which he likes to do, to the 

role of Jesus as shepherd.  A shepherd is a keeper of the flock who prides himself on not losing any sheep. 

 

And the safest place for sheep is to stay in close proximity to the shepherd, to stay with the shepherd, in the 

hearing of the shepherd, in the sight of the shepherd.  The term “keep” is a shepherd term.  To watch over, 

guard or keep well. 

 

The wellness here is spiritual wellness and that is manifest by the example of the one not kept well.  He did not 

abide with Christ, he betrayed Christ. 

 

In John 15 Jesus verbally emphasized to his disciples the importance of their abiding in Him, using the parable 

of the vine and the branches.  Their fruitfulness in the world and their joy in Christian life was predicated upon 

their abiding in Christ like a branch abides in the vine.  He was saying to them, “Stay connected to me.”   

 

It is important to note that He has been their keeper up until now and he in his absence He is turning this back to 

the father.  The Father is the ultimate keeper, keeping us connected to him.  The father is so intent about this 

that he will even hurt us to keep us.  Hosea 6:1 "Come, let us return to the LORD.  He has torn us to pieces but 

he will heal us; he has injured us but he will bind up our wounds. (NIV)   

 

It is said that a shepherd will break the leg of a lamb that continually runs off, not to hurt it but to help it.  

Thankfully we have a father who keeps us connected to Jesus.  But if we stay close to Jesus He won’t need to 

do that.  OK.     

 

As your earthly shepherd I urge you to stay close to Jesus.  When you wander away in your walk with Christ, 

you must remember that you are in a world hostile to who you are and whose you are.  And it will suck you in 

until the enemy has got you bound up in thorny, dangerous, thicket that you can not be withdrawn from without 



much pain, hurt and heartache and the wrecking of you effectiveness for Christ.  He can’t take you away from 

Christ but he sure can wreck your life and witness. 

 

Stay close to Jesus if you want to have spiritual victory in a spiritually hostile world.  You are in the world 

but you are not of the world.  You have to remain distinct from the world and at the same time remain in the 

world.  Otherwise instead of changing the world, the world will change you. 

 

Cue 2: Stay in Fellowship with one another 

 

Many Christians make the mistake of undervaluing fellowship.  Jesus emphasizes that by God keeping us close 

to Him we will stay close to one another.   

 

John 17:11 Holy Father, keep them in Your name, the name which You hast given Me, that they may be one, 

even as We are. (NASB) 

 

Anybody know what happens to a sheep if they separate from the fold, from the other sheep?  They become 

very, very vulnerable.  They get away from their shepherd’s view.  They get away from the safety of numbers.  

It is exactly what a wolf would want is for one to go wandering off by itself. 

 

Do you know that is exactly what the evil one wants you to do.  He wants you to get away from your brothers 

and sisters in Christ.  He wants to separate you from studying the word together, ministering and serving 

together.  He wants to separate you ideologically.  He wants you out of fellowship with one another.  And some 

of you allow this.  But it is not in the best interest of your spiritual well being is it. 

 

When you separate from the flock you are separating yourself from the body of Christ.  You are moving away 

from two of the streams of God’s word: (pastoral and brotherhood/sisterhood priority) and you are going to get 

away from the shepherd. 

 

One more thing about staying in fellowship.  It is critical to the effectiveness of the mission. 

 

John 17:20-21 "I do not ask in behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through their word; 
21that they may all be one; even as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be in Us; that the 

world may believe that Thou didst send Me. (NASB) 

 

Our oneness is testimony to the power of the Gospel.  Stay in fellowship if you want to have spiritual victory 

in a spiritually hostile world. 

 

Cue 3: Stay in His Word 

 

There is a lot the world would like to feed you that is not good for you.  But Jesus feeds his sheep and our food 

is the Word of God. 

 

Look at John 17:14-17 "I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them, because they are not of 

the world, even as I am not of the world. 15"I do not ask You to take them out of the world, but to keep them from 

the evil one. 16"They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 17"Sanctify them in the truth; Your 

word is truth. (NASB)   

 

Friends, staying in the word is hard work.  But you must feed from the word regularly.  You can not live 

victoriously over sin in this sinful world without a steady diet of Truth.  The world is deceitful. 

 

Jesus said in Mark, “The deceitfulness of the world and the desires for the things of the world, enters in and 

chokes the word.” 



 

The word of God and the world we live in are at odds with one another.  They are not on the same wavelength 

whatsoever, yet we live surrounded by the wisdom of the world.  We are drenched in worldly wisdom.  

Dripping with worldly wisdom.  We bath in it all the time.  And there is only one remedy to make us 

impervious to it.  It is to soak in the wisdom of God.   

 

Spiritually victorious Christians do not allow a separation from the word of God.  They do not allow themselves 

to get away from the food source.  They do not allow themselves to be spiritually anemic.  They do not 

habitually miss their daily QT’s or the weekly teachings, or their small group sessions.  They Stay in the Word.  

That is what victorious Christians do. 

 

They know they are here to change the world not blend back into it.  Do you want to have Spiritual Victory in a 

Spiritually Hostile World?  Stay close to Jesus, Stay in fellowship and stay in the Word.   

 

Conclusion: Now what is the outcome of a Christian’s life who lives in the world but stays close to Jesus, and 

stays in fellowship with other believers and stays in the word?  Well God sanctifies them, protects them from 

the evil one and from the world and others believe in Christ through their word. 

 

Jesus prayed for those who would believe through the apostles’ word. That of course is us.  And he prayed those 

things so that the world would believe that God had sent Him. Ie that He was the Christ. 

 

Can you see church that the hope of the Gospel, the credibility of the Gospel, is tied to our credibility?  Can you 

see that if the world is going to believe in Christ through our message that we need to stay close to Jesus, stay 

close to one another and stay in the word? 

 

Well, amen, because that is what it takes to be spiritually victorious in a spiritually hostile world.  But take heart 

in this.  Don’t forget that not only did Jesus tell his disciples these things, he then turned to the Father and 

entrusted the keeping work to Him. 

 

Be encouraged my brothers and sisters that God is at work keeping you in His name.  He is at work teaching us 

the truth and sanctifying us by the truth.  He is protecting us from the evil one and from the world.  Not for our 

safety but for the world’s salvation, that others might believe in Christ through our word. 

 

What do you say we join with Jesus and pray these same things for ourselves, for our children, for one another 

that those in this community who are God’s may be given to Christ and be given eternal life and join us in 

suffering with Christ for the Gospel to the glory of God. 


