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Parallel passages:  Matthew 22:34-40, Mark 12:28-34, Luke 10:25-28 
 
Unique passage: John 13:34-35  
 
In the parallel passages, Jesus is speaking to a well-educated audience: in Matthew: “…a 
lawyer…” (nomikos),  in Mark: “…one of the scribes…” (grammateus), and in Luke: “…a certain 
lawyer…” (nomikos). The lawyers and scribes were the contemporary experts on the law, but 
Jesus was not impressed with their knowledge, for they had violated the law they claimed to 
understand in their practice. Jesus proclaimed many “woes” upon the lawyers and scribes 
because they: 
 

• “…shut up the kingdom of heaven against men…neither suffer ye them that are entering to go in.” 
(Matthew 23:13) 

• “…devour widows' houses…” (Matthew 23:14) 
• “…compass sea and land to make one proselyte…ye make him twofold more the child of hell than 

yourselves.” (Matthew 23:15) 
• “…have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith…” (Matthew 23:23) 
• “…are full of extortion and excess.” (Matthew 23:25) 
• “…outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity.” 

(Matthew 23:28) 
• “…are the children of them which killed the prophets.” (Matthew 23:31) 
• “…are as graves which appear not, and the men that walk over them are not aware of them.” (Luke 

11:44) 
• “…lade men with burdens grievous to be borne…” (Luke 11:46) 
• “…have taken away the key of knowledge…and them that were entering in ye hindered.” (Luke 

11:52) 
 
The list of “woes” is not comprehensive (Jesus spoke more to the other Jewish religious leaders 
that are also applicable), but it helps us to understand how Jesus felt toward those who came 
and asked him: in Matthew “…which is the great commandment in the law?”, in Mark “Which is 
the first commandment of all?”, and in Luke “…what shall I do to inherit eternal life?”. Jesus’ 
answer to all those questions is the same: Love the Lord and love your neighbor. 
 
Love the Lord thy God (Read all three passages) 
 
Matthew 22:37-38 37 Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 38 This is the first and great 
commandment. 
 
Mark 12:28-29 29 And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O 
Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord: 30 And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first 
commandment. 
 
Luke 10:27a And he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as 
thyself. 
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Jesus’ first answer to the lawyer and scribe comes from the law of Moses. 
 

Deuteronomy 6:4-9 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD: 5 And thou shalt 
love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
might. 6 And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: 7 And thou 
shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine 
house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. 8 
And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine 
eyes. 9 And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy house, and on thy gates. 
 

“The first and great commandment” to us as individuals is to love (agapao) Jehovah Elohim, the 
self-existent supreme and plural but unified Godhead, with all one’s self: heart, soul, mind, and 
strength. 
 
God is the origin and expression of love. 
 

1 John 4:8 He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love. 
 

Our love for God is enabled through God’s love for us. 
 
Jeremiah 31:3 The LORD hath appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea, I have loved thee 
with an everlasting love: therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee. 
 
1 John 4:19 We love him, because he first loved us. 
 

The life, death, burial, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus Christ is the ultimate expression of 
God’s love for us and answers our question of “…what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” 
 

John 3:16-18 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 17 For God sent not 
his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be 
saved. 18 He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is 
condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of 
God. 
 
Ephesians 2:4-7 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved 
us, 5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are 
saved;) 6 And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus: 7 That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness 
toward us through Christ Jesus. 

 
1 John 4:10 Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his 
Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 

 
God loved us before we loved him. With, in, and through Jesus Christ we may love others as God 
loves us. 
 
Love thy neighbor (Read all three passages) 
 
Matthew 22:39 And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 
 
Mark 12:31a And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 
There is none other commandment greater than these. 
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Luke 10:27b And he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself. 
 

Romans 13:9-10 For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not 
steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there be any other 
commandment, it is briefly comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love 
thy neighbour as thyself. 10 Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is 
the fulfilling of the law. 
 
Galatians 5:14 For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself. 

 
The second command to love our neighbor has absolute dependence upon the first command to 
love God. We cannot love our neighbors well, and certainly cannot love our neighbors as 
ourselves at all, unless God has changed us (heart, soul, mind, and strength) from being self-
centered to being God-centered.  
 
The love of neighbor is a comprehensive check for the question, “Is this thing I am about to do 
lawful according to God’s law?”. We colloquially call this check “The Golden Rule”. 
 

Matthew 7:12 Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, 
do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets. 
 
Luke 6:31 And as ye would that men should do to you, do ye also to them likewise. 

 
These two commandments (Read each passage individually) 
 
Matthew 22:40 On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 
 
Mark 12:31b And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. There is 
none other commandment greater than these. 
 
Mark 12:32-33 32 And the scribe said unto him, Well, Master, thou hast said the truth: for 
there is one God; and there is none other but he: 33 And to love him with all the heart, and 
with all the understanding, and with all the soul, and with all the strength, and to love his 
neighbour as himself, is more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices. 
 
Luke 10:28 And he said unto him, Thou hast answered right: this do, and thou shalt live. 
 
The great commands to love  the Lord our one God (vertical) and to love our neighbors as 
ourselves (horizontal) are guiding principles for the relationships in our lives under God’s moral 
law as revealed in the Old Testament. They are the summary of the law and prophets. They 
surpass any offering or sacrifice. They are indicators of life. But the New Testament ushered in a 
new type of relationship. The God and neighbor relationships continued. Brother and sister in 
Christ relationships began. With that new type of relationship came a new command to love. 
 
Love one another 
 
John 13:34-35 A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have 
loved you, that ye also love one another. 35 By this shall all men know that ye are my 
disciples, if ye have love one to another. 
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The fulfillment of this new commandment, like the two previous commandments, is also 
dependent upon God’s original love for us and is also dependent upon the work of the Holy 
Ghost through Jesus Christ in us. This love is only shared between members of God’s household. 
 

1 John 3:14 We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the 
brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in death. 
 
1 John 3:16-17 Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: 
and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 17 But whoso hath this world's good, 
and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how 
dwelleth the love of God in him? 
 
1 John 4:7-21 Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that 
loveth is born of God, and knoweth God. 8 He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is 
love. 9 In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten 
Son into the world, that we might live through him. 10 Herein is love, not that we loved God, but 
that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved 
us, we ought also to love one another. 12 No man hath seen God at any time. If we love 
one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us. 13 Hereby know we 
that we dwell in him, and he in us, because he hath given us of his Spirit. 14 And we have seen and 
do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world. 15 Whosoever shall confess 
that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in God. 16 And we have known and 
believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, 
and God in him. 17 Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of 
judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love 
casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love. 19 We 
love him, because he first loved us. 20 If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he 
is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God 
whom he hath not seen? 21 And this commandment have we from him, That he who 
loveth God love his brother also. 

 
The expression of this love of brother and sister in Christ has a purpose: “By this shall all men 
know that ye are my disciples…”. The relationships of members of God’s household are 
sustained by and proclaimed by their Christlike (self-sacrificial) love for one another. 
 

John 15:12-14 This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you. 
13 Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. 14 Ye are my 
friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. 

 
We are commanded to love: The Lord our God, Our neighbors as ourselves, One another as 
Jesus loved us 
 
The fulfillment of these commands requires our: Heart, Soul, Mind, Strength, Money, Time, and 
Life 
 
Are we loving as we have been commanded? 
 

John 14:15 If ye love me, keep my commandments. 
 


